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Eneyclical Letter of Leo V101

The following Encyclical, in which
his  Holiness 1o XI1II, earnestly
recommends the work of tho Propaga-
tion of the Faith to all Patriarchs.
Archbishops, aud Bishops of tho world,
bears date Rome, Decombor 24th,
IS0l :—To ur Venerable Brethern,
all Patrinrchs, Primatos, Archbishops,
and Bishopa of the QOatholic World, in
Grace and Qommuni~n with tho Apos.
tolic See, Popo leo X1I[: Vencrable
Brethren Health and Apostolic Bene-
diction.—To Lring the name of Chriat
to the Peoples of the earth and to
daily extend bis Kingdom more and
more amongst all nations, to draw into
the fold of the Church both those

who bave always been separated
fron it aud those who have
become  hostile to its teachinge.

this, aseveryono understands, is beyond
question, one of most sacred of the
duties of the sublime charge entrusted
to Us. Conscquently, scting under
inspiration of Apostolic charity, We
have now for a long time !made it
the object of Our solicitious thought
Wo have nover ceased to regard with
favour and to maultiply the Holy
Missions which shed the light of
Chistisnity: amoungs peopls when wan-
dering in the night of error. We did
80, especially by Our Encyclical Saneta
Det Civitas, given in the third year of
Our Pontificute, the one aimn of which
was to increasn the love and gener-
osity of Catholics for the illustrious
work of the ’ropagation of the Faith.
In the Encyclical just mentioned \We
were pleased to exalt by OQur bearfelt
recommendations a work of which the
modest beginnings were followed by
developuients at once rapid and won-
derful, which Our illustrious predeces.
sors, Pius \ 11. Leo XI1I, Pwas VIII,
Gregory XVI, snd Pws 1X, had
covered with praise and spiritual
favours, a work, iu fine, which gives
to the missions of the entire world such
eflicacions aid, and which promised
atill more abundant belp for the futare.
Our words have, thank God, had the
moet bappy result. The generosity of
the faithful responded to the earnest
appesl of the Bishops, and during the
last few yo rs the work of the Propa-
gation of the Fuith has made numer-
ous strides. To-dsy, however, more
urgent needs demand from Catholics an
incresse of zeal and generosity, and
from you, Venerable Bretbren, all your
activity,

As you are already aware, from Our
Apostolic Letter Praeclara. published
last June, We bLelieve We are but
carrying out the will of Divine Provi-
dence, in again and sgain calling the
people of the whole world to the unity
of Christian feith. It would be the
fullest realisation of Our vows if it
should be given to Ua to hmaten the
arrival of the time promised by God
when ‘‘There will be but one fold and
ono Shepherd.” Our Apostolic letters
on the uecessity for preserving and de-
fending the discipline of the Eastern
Churches have led you to understand,
venerable brethren, with what special
love Our thoughts turn to the Easst
and its illustrious and venerable
Churches. You are further aware of
this_affection by the position which
We have taken up after Our conference
with the Datriarchs of these nations.
At the same time We are far from con-
cealing from Oureclives the ditlicaltios
in the way of this design, and ()ar own
powerlessness 1o overcome them. It
is why we hava with untounded confi-
dence placed all Our bope and the suc-
cess of Our efforts in God. His wis-
dom it was which inspired Us with
the thought and inaugurated its reali-
sation; His sovereign bouaty will
assuredly furnish the atrength and the
means to fully accomplish it. Our
esrnest prayer ceaselemsly implores
Him to grant this grace, and We at
once cxhort the faithful to join their

supplications to Ours. It is none the
leas neccssary to supplement the help
from on High, which Wo counfidently
solicit, by humwu aid, and Wo shall,
as far ns in Us lioe, leave nothing
undono to scek and point out all the
wieans neceseary to obtain the desired
result.

To bring back to the one true lYold
all tho Eastern Churches separated
from it nothing i» more cesential at
the outsot, as you, vencrable brethren,
well know, than to recruit from
amongat the Easterns themselves a
numerous clergy recommended by doc-
trine and eanctity, and capable of
inspiring others with & desire for

reunion.  In tho second place to
catablish as many institutions as
possible in which Catholic scitnco

and disciplino should be harmon.
ized with the peculiar genius of
the nation It is, therefore, very
opportune to establish, whenever ad
vantageous, special houses for tho
educationul of clerical youths, and
colleges proportioncd in number to
the impertauce of the populstion, in
order that every ceremony can be per-
formed with dignity, and that by the
diffusion of their best bocks all the
faithful may be instructed in tho know-
ledge of their nationsl religion. The
realisation of these und cognate projects
will involve, as you readily understand
great expenss, which the Oriental
Churches, as you can also believe, are
unable to meet by themselves, and it
in not possible for U's, in view of the
difficultics of Qur actual position, to
subscribe theretowards as liberally as
We should desira. It remains, there
f-re, to make an sppeal within the
limits of moderation for the greateat
sharo of these necessity outlays for
the prosecution of the work which We
bave just ontlined, and the sim of
which coincides exactly with that which
ie nearcst to our heart. However, in
order not to injure in any way the
Apostolic missions by entrenching on
auy share of their resources, the faith-
ful cannot be too often impressed with
the necessity for enlarging their dona-
tions in view of our needs. It is only
fair to recommend ulso the aimiiar work
of the Jicoles ' Orient, tha directors of
which have also undertaken to spply
the greatest portion of the alms which
they receive to the san e object.

far all these reasons, Venerable
Brethren, \We mnke a special claim on
your co-operation, not doubting that
vou, who have with 80 constant s zeal
aided Us and worked for the promo.ion
by every means of the cause of religion
and the Church, will now give Us
effective 8id. Do everything in your
power, thercfore, to advaunce amongst
the faithful entrusted to your charge
the Association of the i'ropagstion of
the Faith. We are, in fact, certain
that a much larger nomber of the faith-
ful would gladly give their names and
according to their means generally sub-
scribe, if from your instructions they
understood clearly how noble a work is
this, how abundaut are the spiritual
graces attached to it, and wbat advan.
tages the cause of Christianity .may in
the present day legitimately hope from
it. And certainly Catholics will be pro-
foundly touched when they lesrn that
nothing could be more sgroeable to Us
or more useful to the Church than that
they should zeslously vie with one
snother in collecting the necessary
resources for bringing to a successful
issue the projects we bhave formed for
the good of the Esstern Churches. May
God, whoes glory is only concerned in
the diffusion of the Christian name and
the unity of the Faith and spiritusl
government, design in His goodnees to
blesa your desircs, to look with favour
on Our undertaking, and as s pledge of
the wost precioun Heavenly favours
We graot in all affection Oar Apostolic
Benediction to you, Venerable Brethren
to your clergy and your people.
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