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while one of their warriors remained alive the right should not be
relinguished. The consequences of the contingal wars are dread-
tul, particularly to the Flat-heads who being the weaker in num-
bers, were genevally the greater sufferers.”

*The Flat-heads behieve in the existence of a good and evil
spirit, and consequently in a futare state of rewards and punish-
ments.  They hold, that after death the good Indian goes toa
country in which there will be perpetual summer : that he will
mect lus wife and children : that the rivera will abound with fish,
and the plains with the much-loved buffalo ; and that he will spend
his time in hunting and fishing, free from the terrors of wur, or
the apprehensions of cold or famine.  The bad man, they believe,
will go to a pluce covered with eternal snow ; that he will always
be shuvering with cold, and will see fires at a distance which he
connot enjoy, water which he cannot procure to quench his thirst,
and buffulo and deer which he car t kill to appease his hunger.
Aun impenetrable wood, full of wolves, panthers, und serpents, se-
parates these shrinking slaves of winter from their fortunate bre-
thern in the meadows of ease.” Their pumishment is not, howe-
ver, eternal, and according to the different shades of their crimes,
tiiey are sooner or later emancipated and permitted to join their
friends in the Llysian ficlds. 'Their code of morality, although
short, is compgehensive.  They say that honesty. bravery, love
of truth, altention to parents, obedience to their chiefs. and affec-
tion for their wives and chilklren, are the principal virtues which
entitle them to the place of happiness ; whilst the opposite vices
condemn them to that of misery. ‘They have a curious tradition
with respect to beavers. They firmly believe that these inimals
are a fallen race of ladians, who, in consequence of their wicked-
ness, vexed the Good Spirit, and were condemned by him to their
present shape ; but that in due time they will be restored to their
humanity. They allege that the beavers have the powers of -
speech ; and that they have heard them talk with each other, and
seen them sitting io council on an offending member. The fovers
of natural history are already acquainted with the sagacity of
these wonderful animals; with their yagacity in cutting down
trees, their skill in constructing their houses, and their foresight
in collecting and storing provisions suflicient to last them during
the winter months ; but few are aware, I should imagine, of a
remarkable custom among them, which, more than any other,
confirms the Indians in believing them a fellow race. Towards
the latter end of autumn, a certain number, varying from twenty
to thirty, assemble for the purpose of building their winter habi-
tations. - They immediately commence cutting down trees; and
nothing can be more wonderful than the skill and paticnce which
they maanifest.in this luborious undertaking : to see them anxi-
ously looking up, watching the leaning of the tree when the trunk
is nearly severed, and, when its creaking announces its approach-



