
sii-k mutin t >.id children took refuge on thv Mohaxvk Hiver. In tin-
fall the commander <«f tin British forces at Fort Niagara, hearing «»f
their destitute condition, sent out a party with some Indians to bring 
them in. They brought tiv families, viz : Nelles, Secord, Voting, 
Buck, and Bowman : live women and thirty one children, and only one 
pair of shoes among them. They arrived there on the -lOtli of Novel»- 
Ver, 177<i. In the Spring of 1 777 my father joined Butlers Bangers. 
His brother, only nine years of age. went as a lifer. In 17s!l, the 
tear of thv famine, their only food was the leaves of trees, milk ..ml 
fish. As soon as the wheat was rijx- they rubbed it out and ladled it 
as a great treat

l 7/8 * l /S3 Strange stories are told of the hardships of the Flitt­
ed Kmpire loyalists in reaching (_ uiiada, in wagons.

on f<H»t. by water, long and arduous journeys, the help given them bv 
rati..ns from Fort Niagara. The name of Mefiregor Van Fverv oc- 
ears in the census taken hy Oil. Butler in 17s:t. Mr. Van Fverv tells 
that they were the first settler* in Hast Fl.imborougli and eame from 
the Mohawk Valley, took six weeks to tn;vel to Montreal. “My moth 
er carried the first plow share h«-re. In fouling a river on rafts, bill­
ing the cattle to swim, they took to pieces the farming implements 
and carried them separately. There wen- three houses at Hamilton 
and the l mur* I shanty of lloln-rt Band. M\ father’s house was of 
white oak. There were five hn it hers ; one r< turned to find a voting 
girl whom lie loved, ami found her in three days fastened to a tree ; 
lu- eut her thongs. Later he made known his love, hut she was pnan

l>. XX. Smiths uoteliook tells of a method of crossing the river: 
“ Ninetei-n «n verts I wagons, conveying families, came to settle in Lin- 
ruin Countv. The way they cross the river is remarkable. lit • InmIv 
of the wagon is of close hards. They caulk the seams anil hv shift­
ing ufl the bodv it transports the wheels i.tid the family to the otliei 
side, and the vehicle is then put together again."

1 Z SO » tzS2 The story of the (ïilhert Captivity pidilisln-il in 17s4
is runnirU-il with Niagara and gix<-> several fa ts.

confirms dates and gives several names familiar to us. shewing the
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