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not the first time that Howe had advocated politi­
cal union of the Canadian provinces, and his subse­
quent change of front was all the more unexpected, 
except to those who discerned the motives that 
prompted his subsequent erratic course.

To Sir Charles Tupper alone belongs the credit 
of having initiated the movement that came to 
fruition by the passage of the North British Ameri­
can Act, after a struggle unparalleled for the bitter­
ness of the feeling it engendered throughout his 
native province. The records of the Legislature 
tell in outline the earlier part of the story.

History, which is more just and more accurate 
than in a former age, has already given the veteran 
statesman full credit for the mighty part he played 
in one of the most dramatic constitutional struggles 
of modem times, and his later achievements in 
laying broad and deep the foundations of the 
young Dominion, and thus paving the way for a 
solidarity of sentiment, crystallising in the shape 
of a real and practical unity of the Mother Country 
and the rest of the British Empire. The sub­
stantial aid of Canada, New Zealand, and Australia 
in the South African War, the granting of British 
preferential trade by the Dominion, the Colonial 
contributions to Imperial naval defence, form in 
perspective epoch-making events, in which the 
course of the movement is plainly discernible.

A grateful people, irrespective of party, now 
acknowledges the invaluable services Sir Charles 
Tupper rendered his country, recognises the magni­
tude of the struggle he engaged in, almost single- 
handed, at the outset in overcoming opposition to 
Confederation in Nova Scotia, and appreciates at


