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salutary lesson to the passing traveller, upon the ravages of

time. This same kind of singular scenery ornaments the river

in the vicinity of Dubuque, (which, like Galena, is some dis-

tance from the Mississippi,) and extends as far as Prairie Du
Chien, only, as you ascend, the bluffs become more lofty and

imposing. On the summit of one of the most beautiful of these

bluffs is a small cabin and a large wooden cross, where the

French trader and miner, Dubuque, was buried, according to

his oAvn request, and in a coflSn made of solid lead.

Prairie Du Chien is undoubtedly one of the most interesting

and beautiful places on the Mississippi. It takes its name from

the fact that it was once the camping place of a Fox Indian

Chief, whose name was

—

The Dog. The prairie extends along

the eastern bank of the river for about ten miles ; on the one

hand it slopes gently down the river, and on the other is

bounded by a range of bluffs, which are some five hundred feet

high, and exceedingly picturesque. The houses that shelter*

the inhabitants of this place are planted without any order, but

as it is one of our more ancient trading posts, there is a rude

and romantic appearance about them which is quite refreshing.

Here, in the form of an isolated square, lie the barracks of Fort

Crawford, where the discordant sounds of the drum and the

shrill whistle of the fife are often heard ; while in another part

of the plain are the ruins of an old fortress almost level with

the ground. Now a lonely Catholic church is seen holding

forth its gilded cross ; and now, the store of the Indian trader

is surrounded with a herd of Winnebago Indians, who resort

here for purposes of trade. The territory of this tribe lies

directly on the opposite side of the Mississippi, where the eye

is again gratified by a range of wood-covered bluffs, rising

directly from the margin of the stream. From the regular

lines of naked strata which extend along the siderf of all the

bluffs in this vicinity, it is evident that the spot called Prairie

Du Chien was formerly the bed of the Mississippi, but how

many centuries ago this was the case, it is impossible to

imagine. And yet if this conclusion is correct, and we remem-

ber that there are hundreds of similar prairies as well as bottom
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