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nearly on lliore. Had a heavv gale been blowing
at this indant, they mud infallibly have been loft.

The commodore, it ieems, had been greatly in

fault on this occaiion ', but they foon after loft

light of him, and they purfued their voyage uu-*

der the dire6lion of the next fenior captain.

On the 24th of June they were in light of St.

Helena, and in lix days more palled Afcenlion.

The 7th of the following month they pafted the

line, when the cuftomary falutes took place.

Having previouHy come into foundings, on
the l6th of September they arrived in light of

the I.izard Point, on the coaft of Cornwall, and
cruifing about for a day and night, at laft difco-

vered the Dutch men of war that had been fent

to convoy home the Indiamen. A lieutenant

and clerk foon after came on board the ihip, to

look for contraband goods r but they kindly con-
fined their fearch to the captain's cabin^ and there

only rummaged his wine bottles.

On the 2Sth, they failed down Channel, be-
tween Dover and Calais, with a favourable wind j

but in the evening of that day, a fudden and vio-

lent ftorm arofe, which forced them towards
land, rent their fails, and brought down the top-

mafts. They were fo near the breakers, that aH
gave up the fhip as inevitably loft ; and the iailors

ceafed to exert themfelves any longer. Indeed,

owing to the avarice of the captain and the chief

mate, who had difpofed of the bett part of the

provi lions at the Cape for their own emolument,
the failors had fared miferably all the voyage

;

and they were now fo exhaufted with toil and
faintnefs, that many of them tumbled from the

'iggingj and feveral fainted away on the deck it-

fclf.
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