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ZKAL.VND (NEW) 1!)7

no kind of live stock existed in \ew yfealmid,

down to u very lute epoch, except pij^s. These,

which were introduced by Captain (!ook. have, from

the t^rpttt abimdaiice of fern roots, their favourite

food, multiplied exceedingly. Tluiy have been

allowed to run wild by tlie natives, who catch

them by means of dogs. The number of each

kind of live stock, in the possession of ICuropeans,

in 1HG0 and IKtil, is shown in the following

table :—

18(J0 1801

14,012Horses .... 10,r„H!)

C'fittto .... lii(i,r)02 l:i7.204

tiUoop .... l,ii.-.l.:t7t l,.Vj;i,:)24

Swiiio .... 4ll,:)18 411,7:14

(loats .... lO.OSI) 11.7!17

Mules and Arso3 104 122

It is remarkable that when Xcw Zealand was
first discovered, it had no indiijemmH iiutiiiiiialia

whatever ; indeed, its only quadruiieds were a few

species of lizards, which the inliabs. held in vene-

ration or terror. Horses, cattle, sheep, and other

useful animals, have all been imported: even the

dog and the rat have been introduced by Euro-

]>eans. A good many parrots, parroqnets, wild

ducks, pigeons of large size and tine flavour, in-

liabit the forests ; ami poidtry are found to thrive

very well, though not yet reared to nnv great ex-

tent. Indeed, almost the only animal food used

by the New Zealanders, previously to the settle-

ment of the ICnglish, was the fish, which abound

round the coasts.

The soil and climate are well suited to the

growth of cattle, sheep, and other usefid animals.

The wool of New Zealand is of a very good

quality, and the exports of it are progressively

increasing, though the want of down lands and of

open spaces for their pasture makes the increase

of sheep less rapid than in Australia. The weight

of the rteece is greater hero than in NS. Wales

and the contiguous settlements. The depasturing

by sheep is said to improve the (luality of the

runs, the fern disappearing, and fine grass spring-

ing up in its stead. Cattle attain to a large size,

and thrive extremely well. The seas and bays

round New Zealand are stocked with a great va-

riety of excellent fish, and the country is ex-

tremely well situated for the successfVd prose-

cution of the S. whale-fishery. This branch of

industry is carried on to a considerable extent, and

whale-oil and whale-bone make prominent arti-

cles in the list of exports. The colony ajipears

to possess every facility for the building of

ships.

The natives, who arc called IMaorians, probably

belong to the Malay family, and, if so, are by far

its best specimens. In general the men are tall,

many individuals of the upper classes reaching the

height of six feet and upwards. They are strong,

active, and almost uniformly well-shaped. Gene-

rally speaking, the forehead is retreatuig and nc.r-

row, though rather wide at the base. Hair com-

monly straight, but sometimes curly, particularly

that of the women, who are frequently handsome.

Colour resembles that of a I'^uropean gipsy, but

varies in individuals from a dark chestnut to the

light tinge of an English brunette. Eyes dark,

deeplv sunk and full of vivacity ; the teeth, which

are white, even, and regular, last to old age ; the

features, though prominent, arc regular; their

physiognomy bears no sign of ferocity, but is

easy, open, and pleasing. They make excellent

seamen, in which capacity they are extensively

known. Except occasional cannibalism and in-

fanticide (both of which have greatly decreased of
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late y»;ars). tliey manifest fewer of the vices of

savages than almost any other savage; p(.'ople.

Their mamifactiires, when lirst discovered, were
but few, and mostly conliiied to llx; furniture of
their huts, articles of dress, weapons, and other
neeessaries, Kut they prepared mats and other

arlieles in tlax of great beauty, and evinced much
ingenuity in carving and building canoes. They
have an idiundanc(! of poetry of a lyrical kind, in

a metre which appears to be regulateil by a regard

to quantity, aiui are passionately fond of nnisic.

They have also a kind of astronomy, and, accord-

ing to baron llligel, there is not a tree or even a
weed, a tish or a bird, in the N. island, for whicii

the natives have not a name universally known.
I'niike most other iges, tliey have evinced
the greatest aptitU((e for aeipiiring the arts, and
the greatest desire to ])arti('ipate in the advan-
tages of civilised life A considerable projiortion

of the natives are shi/es to others, who are theni-

.selves dependent, to some extent, on certain

arekees, or head chiefs ; but the holders of slaves

appear, notwithstanding, to have independent
control over their own lands, and to dispose of
them at will, without the consent of the arekee.

Polygamy is practis(!d by sncli of the Xew Zea-
landers as continue attached to their anci(;i;t ^uper-

stition ; but the missionaries, who have establish-

ments in many parts of the islands, have, accord-

ing to thv'r: own account, been eminently s(i(tcessfid

in converting them to Christianity. Schools also

have been established in which the natives are

instructed in the English language. The total

number of aborigines, in each province and dis-

trict, according to the returns of a census taken
between September 1857, and .September 1858,

was as follows :

—

Frovineci Mali'i Fcmalci
|

Ancklaiiil .... •2\fiV) lrl,,')«0

Tarannki (New riynionth . 1,7.11 l,2(i4

AVclliiiKton .... 4,.'-.:ilt n,r>w
1

Hawkes Hay '. 2,044 1,(!2!» 1

Nelson «i02 42S
i Canterbury .... HIO 2S!»

1

Otftj,'o . . . . ' . 2S5 240
Districts :

—

Stewart's Island & Uuapnke 110 90

Chatham Islands .

Total .

247 2G3

31,(ifi7 24,303

After having made remarkable progress in all

the arts of civilization, and, (nifortunately, ac-

quired also the art of using guns and gimpowdiu",

the natives engaged in sanguinary warfare with
the European settlers at the beginning of 18(i;3,

and the struggle kept ra2;ing, with more or less

intermission, all through the years 18G3, 18G1, and
18(;5,

Xcw Zealand was discovered by Tasm.an in

1G42, but its extent and character were not ascer-

tained till the voyages of Cook in 17()1) and 1774.

From that jieriod, the coasts were occasionally

visited by wlialcrs, and some communication was
held with the natives; but no permanent settle-

ment appears to have been made by any people

till about 1815, when a missionary station was
established in the Bay of Islands, towards the N.
extremity of the N. island. Though the right of

Great llritain to these islands was recognised at

the general i)eace, no constituted authority was
placeil over New Zealand till 1833, when a resi-

dent, subordinate to the government of New South
Wales, was sent hither, but with very limited

powers. Meantime the shores had become in-

fested bv marauding traders, run-awav convicts,
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