
Preface.
HERE is scarcely any person who does not often feel the

need of advice as to the best manner of performing the

various duties of life. Young men and women 'ipon first

^ entering society are made to feel keenly their ignorance
^ of the many forms and customs to which all are expected

to conform. No allowance is made for the inexperience of young

persons, and any social blunder, or awkwardness, is sharply crit-

icised. Even those who are well informed in this respect are

sometimes at a loss to know just what to do under certain

circumstances. To all such a book embodying the rules recog-

nized by the best society, and stating simply and plainly the exact

thing that is required, and that should be done, must be a welcome

assistance. It can be consulted at any time, and will show what

the best society, in all parts of the country, regards as good
manners.
Almost every person, when engaged in conversation or debate,

has felt the need of information as to historical events, statistical

and geographical facts, etc. To obtain these it is generally

necessary to search through many large volumes. All such

persons will appreciate the assistance ^f a concise and well-

arranged compendium, giving the information wanted in the

clearest and simplest manner.
The citizens of nearly every village and town frequently

assemble in public meetings to give expression to their v'ews
upon matters in which they are interested. Yet very few are

acquainted with the proper mode of conducting public meetir gs,

and all need information upon these subjects. To all such a
work containing explicit and simple directions upon this point,

and giving the leading principles of what is termed "Parlia-

mentary Law," must be most welcome and very useful.

Both in town and country there are times when the evenings
are long and dull, and we would gladly do something to enliven

them if we only knew what to do. How gladly would we search
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