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I firmly believe that England, when better in-

formed, will yet, 'unless the Conservatives change

their minds,' wish to give him and his brave and

true colleagues the commission to carry out a

great measure of Irish self-government which

will be but an act of wisdom, justice, and good-

will."

A prominent and startling series of events

has taken place of late in Belfast and its vicin-

ity. There has occurred in that important city

a succession of terribly bloody riots between the

Protestant and the Catholic portions of the pop-

ulace. The overwhelming majority of the re-

ports confirm the truth of the statement that the

Protestants in almost if not quite every case have

been the aggressive party, and it appears that

they have surpassed their adversaries in cruelty

and bitter zeal. The friends of Ireland have not

forgotten the recent speech of Lord Randolph

Churchill, in which he appeared to advise his

loyalist hearers to take just exactly the course

that these misguided bigots have taken.

The opinion very generally held by well-in-

formed Home Rulers, that Ireland has more

reason to expect favors from the Conservative

leaders than from a party so divided as is the so-

called Liberal party of to-day, finds considerable

support from the present aspect of public affairs

in Great Britain. Already the air is full of

rumors of grand and generous movements to be


