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John Walsh— /;// ///r (rifa-c <>f (iml itid tltc (ijiji<iinf])ii iit <>/ the

Iloh) Sir, .lnlil>>'<h<q> tij Tdi'inito.

10 flic (,'l()-(iii, I!('li<iii)ii.s Coiiniiiniitii'.s and Faithnd nj' tin' ArcJi-

dinci'Si', lli'dllh and Jjcik diction in tJtc Lord.

1)eai;lv r)i:i,o\ Kh Ijrkthren,—Tlie holy season of Lent, now

at liiuul, is a tiuii' whicli the ("luu'cli sj)eeially consecrates to

works of penance antl uiortilicalion, to the moral reformation

and amendment of life, and to j;i'eater fervour in prayer and in

meditation on the jj;reat ti'uths of reli^^ion. In this \vork-a-day

world we are, like Martha, l)usy ahoutmany things and we give

too little attention to the one tfiino necessary. Yet tliis "one

thing necessai-y " is the end and ohject of ouy existence here he-

low, the purpose which (iod liad in creating us, and which the

Son of (iod had in redeeming us ; and it should he the supreme

anil sovereign duty of our lives. We have heen created for this

end thai wc might know and serve (lod here, and afterwards

love and enjoy him in Heaven. Our immortal souls are exiles

here ; theii home is with (iod, and their countrv is heaven. ^Ye

are. in the language of St. Peter, hut strangers and pilgrims in

this sad fallen world. We have not here a lasting citv hut look

for one that is to come. Hence our Lord says to us, " Be not soli-

citous ahoiit what you shall eat, or what you shall drink, or where-

with you shall he clothed, lor after all these things the heathens

seek. Seek ye first the kingdc lu of (iod and His justice and all

these things shall he added unto you." (^fatthew vi. : 31-33.)

Now the one great ohstacle that hlocks our way to the King-

dom of God is sin. This is the one intrinsic, essential evil that


