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place the records cf that office in a state ofgecurity, and I

take this opportunity to ccogratulatc the members of the

coTTDcil OD its action in this respect. I wou!d also draw

your atteotioD to the Dcglected condition of the streets

and highways in many parts of the district, and I would

earnestly suggeet the advisability of a stricter supervision

00 the part of the couocils and road inspectors of our

various municipalities.

The action of the provincial government in distributing;

copies of the municipal code i:. all the local municipalities

of the province will tend to facilitate the proper woiking

of the municipal system ; and I venture to express the

hope that when the acts respecting public instruction are

comolidatcd the government may see proper to distribute

the coDfolidated act in like manner amorg the school

municipalities.

Within the ht-i few days a great di^'aster has occurred in

the city of Hull, which calls for our sympathy. A fire

has destroyed the principal public buildings in the city,

including the catholic chuich acd presbytery, the convert,

and the city hall and county court house, and has ren-

dered over one hundred families hcmelesp. The spread of

the fire was most rapid, and this was due to the fact that

almost all the dwdliigs and their dependencies were built

of wood and that the water works, which the city cor-

poration is now constructing, were not yet completed

in the part in quesiion of the city. It is sincerely to be

hoped that the city council will now see the necessity of

proceeding with all speed in completing and also in in-

creasing the capacity of the water works, and of adopting

measures to prevent the erection in future of wooden build-

in&:8 within the city limits. If the prohibition of wooden

buildings may seem on the one hand a measure of hard-

ship towards the poorer classes of citizens, it must not be

forgotten on the other hand that the liberty to erect such

buildings is a cause of danger fo the community at large


