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Mqy lbon. friend tbe leader of the OlPPOSI-

tion. addresed some observations to tie

B ouse wltb regard to tbe Insurance investi-

gation proposed to bie entered upon by the
1.1 osent goverunent. 1 entIrely agree with
my bon. friend that an Independent coin-

mission Is a botter metbod of Investigationi
Vian a parliamentary commlttee would b le,

p.roviding the commlssioners are Instructed
nlot to adhere to strict miles of evidence
and are given the most ample scolie, and

that they are able and Independent men.
i roviued1 ail this bas been attained, I amn
fiee to admit that n better Investigation
eau lbe bad, because the different parts
of the country mny bie visited and thus
lietter resuits obtained than by a parlia-
mentary 1 Investigation. Tbe experlence of

thlq Ilotîse two years ago in connection witb
n select committee wbich lnqulred Into the

management of one company was not satis-

factory to any of us. This Investigation
must be of a very teclinical and expert
nature, and on that account 1 think It was

better on the whole Vint It should be deait
wlth lu the way proposed. While saying
thnt mucli, however, 1 must say 1 arn doubt-
fuii about tbe personnel of Vie commissioni.
I bave nlot the pleasure of knowing any of
the gentlemen, except tiat I have a slight
acquaintance with the ebairman, Judge Mac-
ravish. Wbiat I do know of hlm is most
satlsfactory. I bave met hlm on different
occasions and hav'e aise heard favourable
opinions expressed of. hlm, and have no
doubt hie is an excellent man ; but at Vie
sanie tine I entlrely dissent from. the
action of Vie government in appointing a
judge on the commission. It Is a vicions
practico, and one Viat should bie abandoned.
We talk of beneficiaries of Vie govern-
ment; but when action of tIiiE
knd is taken the judges become
in reaiity .beneficiarîes of a government
'Wben you give a judge a clear-cut sal*
ary.and provide for hlm by statute, hE
sbould lie required to perforai strictly judi.
cial duties only. Wben hoe ls called f rom th(
bench and paid for other services, bis at
tç*ntion is distracted froni his judicial duties

1 have condemned tbe sanie thing In Vhi

House on many occasions, and I cannot pasi
over the present appointmont without ut

tering tbo sanie condenînation. 1 must sa,
tbat I bave heard Vie most satisfactor

tlîinga, said about Mr. Langmuir. anotiier

niiembor of hils commission; but there is
hilsdifferonce in regard to bis case. It Is

alioged-1 bave no personal knowiedge of

tbe fact-Viat the Trust Company of wblcb
lie is manager bas a board of directors, most
of whom are at the saine tume directors

of insurance companles, se Viat reailly lie
wiil lie investigating the transactions of
mon who are to a great extent bis masters.
If that Is Vie case a very great mistake
lias beon. made, and the country wlll not, I

believe, place Vie confidence in the work of
the commission wbîch Viey otberwise would
have flone. However, if tbe commission is

lorfectly untrammelied and ail its proceed-
ings aire regular and Vie investigation proves
Viorougb Vhis may boe coadoned ; but I arn
coavinced tliat an actuary should bave been
a member of this commission.

The third gentleman named is a cbi.rtered
accountant, but a chartered accountant is
of no practicai use in investigating Vie
affairs of insurauce comnpanies. The most

important phases of the insurance question
caîl for men of.very high mathematical
training, who have passed examiatiofi
as actuaries; and I think great pains
should have beeu taken to get an actuary.
The answer to that may bie tbat a man

could not bave been obtained iu Canada
whio is not connected witb Vie companies.
The saine objection wouid corne up as

is coming against «Mr. Langmuir, but

they would perhiaps lie more directly in-

fiuenced than Mr. Langmuir wouid lie. But
cveil if it liad been necessary to go out of

this country and bring an Engllsh actuary
boere, a man whose qualifications would bie

beyond ail doulit, and n-ho would bie en-
tiroir free from any entanglements witb

i iîîsurance companies, 1 think a better result
would bave been obtained. However, it is

*stili open to the government to employ an
i ctuary, an expert to assist Vie counsel in.
the Investigation, and if a full and complote

-investigation is made, and people are satis-
fied. Viese objections w-i aIl bie brnshed to

-one side. 1 amn bore to say Viat, holding
pclicies as I -do in different insurance

3 eompanies myself, and members of my
s family belng lnterested aise, and watcbing

very ciosely Voeir affairs, 1 bave very great

rconfidence that no grave scandaIs will bie dis-
elcosed in the investigation. But even If that


