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respected throughout the world as any
courts and judges in other parts of the
Dominion of Canada or England, and ever
since I have been able ‘o understand public
affairs T have been in the habit of seeing
those judges in those courts doing pre-
cisely what we are asked to-day to do—
setting aside marriages between minors,
or between a minor and a major, con-
tracted without the consent of their parents.
That is the law at this moment in at
least one-third of the Dominion of Can-
ada, and I cannot agree with my hon.
friend from Halifax in believing that
the Senate is so ridiculous or contemp-
tible as to be held up to the scorn of
the whole world because it acts on the pro-
position that minors cannot marry without
the consent of their parents, or that the
Senate by passing this Bill will be dragged
down to the low level of Quebec. I pro-
pose to vote for this Bill and I desired to
give my reason for doing so. I did not
wish to be held up as consenting to some-
thing which was going to have such a bane-
ful effect on the character of the Senate,
and | think it only right to say that if the
Senate is to be discredited by passing this
Bill it will be discredited in company with
all the courts of justice and the laws
which have existed gince the Provirce of
Quebec was settled, and which prevail
there now.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE—I should like
to know whether, under the laws of
Ontario, a marriage with minors without
the consent of their parents is void ? In
Quebec minors cannot contract a marriage
and the courts can declare such a contract
null. If in Ontario there is no such law,
then it will make a difference with us. In
one instance we will have to vote for the
report; in the other we will have to vote
against it. [ should like to have an answer
to this question from some lawyer in the
Provinece of Ontario.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—The principle is
the same in both Provinces.

Hon. Mz. POWER—In Ontario it is
not. The Ontariocourts have decided the
other way.

Hon. Mr. MASSON—The question is,
whether, in the Province of Ontario, they
have relief by law,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—No.

Ho~n. Mr. MASSON—Am I to under-
stand that in the Province of Ontario
minors can contract marriage ?

Hon. Mr. POWER—Yes.

Hon. MR. MASSON—If that is so, the
sooner Ontario passes a law to prevent
such marriages the better,

Hon. Mr. O'DONOHOE—In Ontario
the marriage contract between minors i8
like any other contract between minors;
if it is brought before a court before it 18
consummated by cohabitation it can be
annulled and the contractset aside, Minors
are not competent in Ontario to make a
contract of any kind. They are all voidable
contracts when wade by minors, but the
place to try whether they are void or void-
able is in the courts, not before Parlia-
ment.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I have under my
hand a devision of Chancellor Boyd in &
recent case, Lawless vs. Chamberlain,
which puts it beyond all question that the
ordinary courts cannot grant relief in this
case, and Parliament is the only tribunal
that can be appealed to.

The Senate divided on the motion, which
was adopted by the following vote :—
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Hon. MR. SANFORD moved that the
Bill be read the third time to-morrow.

The motion was agreed to
The Senate adjourned at 6.10 p.m.



