
142 Sections 4 and 7 [SENATE.]
there being a large number emnployed in
running the rapids there, and it was only
dunring a short time in every twelve houri
wlsen, owing to the state of the tide, the
stteatih and the falls were very nearly
level, that boats could pass the falls.
While this improvement would not coet
mauch it would be of great service to boat-

fon. Mr. ECOTr promised to bring the
matter under the notice of the Commis-
sioner of Publie Works.

SECTIONS FOUR AND SEVEN, INTER-
C'LONAL.

Hon. Mr. MoLpIAN in moving for arem
turn ot the unpaid claims for labor on
these sections, said : It is in the recollec-
tion of honorable gentlemen that there bas
already been some discussion on these
claims here and in the other branch.
From the report ofthat discussion it will
be seen that the Premier in answer to Dr.
Tupper's enqniry for the reasons why
those claims were not paid. stated that he
had been told that the clhims were nearly

-l in the hands of third parties bought
up at a large discount, and a nuttiber of
them so held by one of the Commissioners.
i knw such reporte had been conveyed
to the Government, and now that
they have3 thus been made public I
desire to oay, publioly, that they are en
trialylneorrecs and unfounded. But whilst
I have never ipeëulatedin the paid or un,
paid claims, I have had considerable to do
with them. Early in 1869, seven sections
of the Intercolonial were given to contrac-
tors before, as it has been on nany occam
sion etted. the engineers had perfeeted a
full survey. Work on sec ions tour and
seven in Nva Scotis-the Province 1 was
more di-eutly connected with on the Com-
mission-commenoed in J une. Very littie
tioney w,.s paid the laborers, except
lu July and August. Late in November,
work on both sections stopped, throwing
ovat a thousand workmen out ot eaploy~
ment. flom two to three montha unpaid,
and many of them without the means o! pro.
ouring the necesaries of life. The condi-
tion of the men was such that great fearm
Were entertained of serious disturbances. I
*as suddenly oalled to deal with these
didiculties, and any gentle man who has had
àixhilae experience. will appreciste the
trials and anxieties of the position. fhere
was a sum inthe hands of thec-rumissioners:
per oentage retained fr-m contractors and
the last e,tinte of w.rk. Under the con
traot wé reàerved the power to apply this
té the payment of labour. Unfortunately
it,'febll very far short of meetibg ail the
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claims, and I could only attempt to divide
it equitably among the men. This was
done as fer as possible, but with great dit,.
culty, and not without personal danger to
myself and those who assisted me. The
hon. member from Cumberland may, per-
haps, recollect one occasion when a partial
payment of fifty cents on the dollar was
bemng made, an exasperated navvy drew bis
knife with his bill and -demanded to have
payment in full, or a Commissioner.
(Laughter ) This partial payment I mark-
ed on the due bill or time ticket which the
men held and returned it to thein.
Some titme after this, the impression
becamue pretty general in that section et
country that the hardship to those labor.
ers was so great that the Commissioners
wanted to pay the balance. The conse-
quence wa-, that I was continually beset
by the claimants, and between '69 and '72
a great many of the claims were sent to
me by the claimants scîttered over Cur..
berland, Colchester and Pictou, instruet.
ed, as many of them stated, to do so by
their representative. The contraotors on
ail those sections from.one to seven, were
also pressing for some consideration of
their exceptional position. The Commis-
sioners when the work on their beetions
was nearly oompleted under the second
contracta, discussed the matter very fully,
and seeing that the work on five ot the
sections bad been re-let, after fuller engi-
neering enquiry, and the lowest availat,le
tenders taken, concluded with the con.
currence of the engineer-in-chief, that it
would be no more than justice to allow
these men a price for the work actually
executed by them, approSebing the prices
paid under the re.les contraot. -This was
recommended to Counóil, with a sum
named for each; the recominendation was
sanctioned, all arrears connected with labor
on the-section to be first paid. Comape..
tent persons were acordingly- directed to
asoertain what claims were outstanding.
Mr. Schrieber being named for sections
four and seven, and ail the papers in my
possession bearing on the 0lifns, were
banded over 'to him. Re reported the
claimu presented to him, the amount,
nature of it, and the perron preaenting
claim-returning by mail to me most of
the papers I had given bim. In the session
of '73 the flouse autborized the payment
of the several sums Vo eaéh contractor
subjt-ct to claims connected with labor.
Mr. Sohrieber was *E 'ia called apon to
examine into thoe on four and seven,
wiich he did with the aid of the contrao-
tors interested. Such of the -papers
as remuined with me were again


