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w may tell us in the end that the essential structure of
is solid but that sorne fine tuning is needed. It May

a completely new approach is needed, or that the
>uld be developed and Iooked after by another level
>nt, or indeed by an independent organization.

intime, hon. members have the govemment's assur-
inding for the programn in its current format will
1994-95 a total of $14.1 million will be available

mail program. The bulk of this, some $13.6 million,
'om the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
It. The rernaining $500,000 wiIl be contributed by
ida. This level of funding should be sufficient to
postage rates at the current levels until March 31,

1 want to say that I of course am not an expert on
I have had some experience as 1 have indicated in

F my remarks, but 1 amn not an expert. The remarks I
to and ani in part reading have been prepared for thc
'Y Secretary to thc Minister of Indian Affairs and
ývelopment who is tied up at a comrnittee meeting
s unable to be here to deliver this particular speech.
to have thc opportunity to contribute to Uic debate

f and on behalf of the governrent.

ion, Uiis House mnust acknowledge Uiat Uic norUiern
*Ograrn has proven to be an effective and efficient
iig food and other essential goods more affordable
iOrthern communities. As a member who travels
>nally 1 arn plcased to support it. I arn confident that
vernents cas be made cither in the short terni or in
i1 tey will be identified in Uic course of the rcview
Ivernment has under way and which will be report-
Durse.

1 hon. member for raising this issue in Uic House.

Pr! vaze Members' Business

Since the 1960s the federal government in conjunction with
the post office has made an effort to supply isolated northern
communities with affordable fresh produce. Under the northemn
air stage program the Department of Indian Affairs and Northcrn
Dcvelopment pays Canada Post a subsidy to cover a portion of
the cost of bringing nutritious and mostly perishable food to
communities that have no year round road or rail access.
Approximately 125 communities serving about 86,000 people
are eligible under this programn.

As has been referred to previously, in the 1994 fiscal year this
food mail subsidy will amount to some $ 14.1 million. 0f this,
$ 13.6 million will be coming from the Department of Indian
Affairs and Northern Developrnent, with about half a million
dollars comning frorn the Department of Health.

The residents of Canada's north face not only higher retail
prices than we southerners but they also have a critical employ-
ment program. Most work in that area is, at beat, seasonal in
nature. The 1986 census showed that only 35 per cent of the
aboriginal population 15 years of age or older were employed,
compared to 60 per cent for ail of Canada ini the same age
category. 0f course a high unemployment rate means a lower
annual wage and ultimatcly less purchasing power.

The high cost of transporting goods in the north, even with the
govemment subsidized food mail prograrn, results in higher
consumer prices. As was also alluded to earlier, a famnily of four
in these isolated communities in the Northwest Territories
would have to spend bctween $260 and $280 per week juat for a
basic die. That is at least twice as much as we would have to
spend in southen Canada for the same diet.
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