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defend the principles of freedom that underlie ail truly demno-
cratic societies.

At a time when thc very principle of our collective allegiance
was threatened, our citizens rallied to take up arms. The threat
must have been perceived as great indeed for a people as
fundamentally peaceful as we arc to become involved as we did
in the most devastating armed conflict in history.

The deterniination was also great 10 crase the threat of any
future conflict. If there is one view shared by all veterans who
are haunted by the terrible atrocities they witnessed, it is their
condemnation of war.

Routine Proceedings

On D.-Day the five Normandy beaches to be assaulted were
designated Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword. On this, the
longest day, more than 150,000 allied soldiers would complete
their crossing from England to occupied France.

Inland over 23,000 U.S. paratroopers had jumped into battie
while another 57,000 American soldiers landed on the beaches
designated Utah and Omaha.

Concurrently Briuish and Canadian troops had jumped or
landed in gliders while 60,000 British and 15,000 Canadian
troops jomned the assault on the beaches, the British on Gold and
Sword whilc the Canadian came ashore on Juno. Thus, one in ten
of the allied forces landed in the D-Day invasion was Canadian.

This ratio carried through to the total Canadian population
with over one million of Canada's 11 million people in uniformn
and behind them was a Canadian public committed t0 supporting
the war effort. Canadians were united in rejecting the totalitari-
an forces of Germany, Itaiy and Japan, a regime which had it flot
been effectively opposed would have subjected the world to a
rcign of terror, discrimination and oppression.

Canada's D-Day success resulted from a combined effort of
navy, army and air force units, 109 ships and 10,000 sailors,
15,000 soldiers and 37 RCAF squadrons working as a teamn.

Canadians achicved two firsts during the Normandy cam-
paign. The Canadian 11h Brigade was the first formation to reach
its D-Day goal, and 441, 442 and 443 squadrons RCAF were thc
first 10 commence air operations from French soul since the
allied 1940 withdrawal from France.
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