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That is clearly out of order.
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Mr. Speaker: I declare the amendmcnt to the amend-
ment Iost. The hon. member for Beaver River is rising
on a point 0f order.

Miss Grey: Mr. Speaker, 1 \vould just like it to be on
the record that 1 arn in the Chamber at present and arn
choosing to abstain on this motion.

Some hon. miembers: Oh, oh!

Mr. Cooper: Our rules are vcry clear, Mr. Speaker. We
corne into Parliarnent to vote either yea or nay. We do
not corne in to abstain.

Mrs. Catterali: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the interven-
tion of the hon. member who just spoke. However, I
think that he is either mistaken or he is flot living by the
same rules he is now quoting.

1 recali a vote flot six hours ago in which he and ail the
members of the goverilment party sat and did flot vote
on a motion that was before the House.

Perhaps the Speaker could clarify what the rules are.
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Mn. Benjamin: Mr. Speaker, I also risc on this point of
order. There is no such thing as an abstention in the
House of Commons. Ail it means is that the hon.
member who xvas just up bragging about flot voting was
not here. There is no such thing as an abstention.

Mr. Clark (Yellowhead): Mr. Speaker, 1 want to rise on
a point of order to indicate that I was in the House of
Commons. As the people of Alberta expect me to do, I
was here voting, not hiding out.

Mr. Boudria: Mr. Speaker, I rise on the same point of
order. 1 think members frorn ail sides of the House will
be aware that members from tirne to tirne are in their
places and choose to abstain. If that is wrong, perhaps
the matter should be referred to the Standing Commit-
tee on Elections, Privileges, Procedure and Private
Members' Business. Until such time as that happens any
member is free to vote or flot vote if and whenever he or
she wishes to do so.

Mr. Malone: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of order
because I think there is an important matter here that
the House does need to consider.

First, there is the question as to whether or not there
is such a thing as an abstention. Our rules do flot provide
for that.

More important, we have also over a period of tirne
cngaged in the practice of attempting to explain votes, to
say how we would vote if xve were in the House when we
arrive late for votes. I think that these matters ought to
be undertaken because Parliament has been the place
wherc we corne to stand up to bc counted. The parlia-
rnentary system is set up for a vote that is eithcr yes, you
are for it or no, you are against id.
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