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An hon. Member: He is a real Conservative.

Mr. McDermid: I am concerned about what is going on in
the province of Quebec and I appeal to the people in Quebec to
think very carefully before they cast their ballots on May 20
because this could shake the very foundation of our country for
a long, long time.

We in Ontario, and I as a member from Ontario, are
prepared to participate in constitutional change. There is no
doubt we need it in this country. I think the premier of our
province has made that very clear. He has also made it very
clear that he will not, in any way, shape or form, discuss
sovereignty-association. My constituents feel the same way.
They are not prepared to sec Canada break up and they are
not prepared to discuss sovereignty-association.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. McDermid: We can do it within our confederation-
there is no question of it. So I plead in my language that those
in Quebec vote no, and support all my colleagues in the House
of Commons who feel the same way.

I would like, for just a moment, to talk about the economy
of this country. I am concerned, as are a great number of
people in my constituency from whom I have heard this
weekend, that a budget is not being brought down by the
Minister of Finance. Obviously he will make a few rernarks
tonight and I look forward to hearing what he has to say. But I
ask him, on behalf of the small businessmen in my area, on
behalf of the farmers in my area, and on behalf of those people
who invest in Canada and make this country work: will he, for
heaven's sake, bring in a budget so that they can do some
financial planning and so that they know in which way this
government is going to lead the country over the next four or
five years?

The Speech from the Throne, if it is any indication, is not
good news for the private sector. I am hoping that saner voices
will be heard from the cabinet. However, I do have my doubts.
I hope they will bring some common sense to the government
and bring in a budget that will help the people of Canada.
Why will you not bring in a mortgage prograrn to help people
with mortgages who are having problems right now? Come on;
we promise not to yell flip-flop. Bring in a program to help the
small businessman, not to create more Crown corporations.
Bring in a prograrn to help the farmer who, I will tell you right
now-and I had the pleasure of sitting with the Minister of
Agriculture (Mr. Whelan) today and listening to him speak-
is in dire straits. The young farmer especially is walking away
from his farm, and the banks are selling farms at auctions. So
I plead that the Minister of Finance bring us some economic
news and some guidelines as to what exactly they will do in the
next year or so, because there is an uncertainty in this country
within the business community that is frightening.

I should like to close by asking everyone in the House to
co-operate by putting petty political judgments aside and
thinking carefully of what is happening in Canada. I am
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concerned about what I am hearing in the west, about what I
am hearing from Quebec and what 1 am hearing in my own
province of Ontario. It frightens me greatly because I love my
country, as 1 know everyone here in this chamber does. I ask
that we put some of our petty differences aside and come
together for the good of the country. This is one of the greatest
countries in the world, a country which is respected wherever
one goes. That respect must be maintained.

Mr. Speaker, with your permission, may I call it six o'clock?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): Is it agreed that we call it
six o'clock?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): It being six o'clock, I do
now leave the chair until eight o'clock this evening.

At 5.55 p.m. the House took recess.
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The House resumed at 8 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister
MacEachen).

of Finance (Mr.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Crosbie: I rise on a point of order, Mr. Speaker, in
connection with the statement planned to be made by the
Minister of Finance (Mr. MacEachen). I want to say now that
we object to this procedure. I want to reserve the right to bring
before the House a question of privilege. We think that is the
proper course of action, after the minister finishes his state-
ment, or tomorrow. I want to give notice of that now. It was
only on Friday that the minister mentioned casually to me-

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. If the hon. member
wishes to raise a question of privilege, he is at liberty to do so
at the appropriate time, and he knows the rules of the House.

Mr. Crosbie: I will make my question of privilege now if
Your Honour wants me to do that. My question of privilege is
that this is not the correct procedure. The minister is attempt-
ing to give, in effect, a budget speech in the debate on the
Address in Reply to the Speech from the Throne.

An hon. Member: Smuggling it in.

Mr. Crosbie: Smuggling it in.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order. With all due respect, I am not
aware of any matter that has been raised by the hon. member
so far which falls within the scope of privilege.

An hon. Member: Why don't you let him finish?

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The Minister of Finance.
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