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Merical.
162. Indiani hospitals and general care of

Indians, $1,442,217.
163. Grants ta hospitals, $4,320.

Welfare ani training.
164. Weifare of Indians, $967,374.
165. Indian education. $500,616.
166. Grants ta residential sehools, $1,398,944.
167. Grants to agricuitural exhibitions and

Indian fairs, as detailed in the estimates, $6,870.
168. Grant ta irovjde far additional services

ta Indians af Britishi Calunmbia, $100,000.

Mr. MacNICOL: During the last few years
it lias been my îîleastre ta cali at quite a
number of Indian reservatians. On every
occasion 1 made the best inquiry I could inta
the administration af Indian alfairs, ta learn
what canin bc dionc ta improve tira lot of the
Indians fromn tire educational, health and
vocational points of view. M\ore and mnore I
arn inrpressed wvth two phrases rvhiclr we have
bail with us for a long timie, namely, "lo, the
poor Indran 1" anil, 'the nohle rcd man." I
hava bail the inleesirre of travelling with
Indian guides an mnv occasions for many
days at a time. I cannat now, in the moment
or two 1 am going ta take, say ail I shaulil
like ta say about Indien administration. 'I
can say this, tîrat 1 heard in numerous places
tiret sine Doctor MeGili became tire head
of tire branchi there lias heen a considerelîle
improvement in tia administration; and for
tiret 1 aor gled.

As I travel round I can sc thet there is yet
a great oprrortinity ta do botter for aur Indian
wards, ta ioake tîreir lot in life better than
it is. 1 arn afraid that many raserves arc so
remote tit they are flot invesgtigated as aften
as they s-hould be. IL takes time ta visit
tirem. I engeged a smaii diesai-driven baat,
with guides, an angineer, and a wlreeisman, at
considerable expensa, ta take me ta visit
certain reservatians on a northwest Ontario
lake. 1 do not think 1 need mention the
reserves or the lakes, but I shahl relate one or
two examples of what I found.

First, as ta the habitations. We vote large
sums of rmny for Indian administration, and
as a white man I arn shocked and ashamed at
what I have seen of the irausing conditions
of Indians on certain reserves. If we were flot
supposed ta assist them andl develop their
nienner of life, it wauld ire a different matter,
but that is the obligation of tire white man.
He bas, ta a very large extent, taken their
lands away froma thema. Ha has given them
reserves, and ha undertakes ta direct thema
and look after them. There is a great oppor-
tunity ta improve their lot.

I should like ta have a parliamentary com-
mittea set up, say at the next session. I make
na reflection on the department, which proir-
ably is doing ail that hias been done before,

[The Chairman.]

and, as I said a few moments ago, is improving
on it. But I think we shouid have a com-
mittea, with power ta ccll witnassas, including:
Indian agents and the occasional chief, not
wrth the intention of finding farrît or criticiz-
mng, but with the sole desire of impraving
the lot of the Indians.

I have visiteil a number of reserves in the
Unitedl States, andl I finil that bath faderai
and state gavcrnmnents have dona a zreat deal
for tira Indians. They haive gana sa fer tirat
they arc now diseussing giving themi raprasenta-
tion in the legisiatures. For a long time tire
Maoris of New Zealand hanve hiad rapresenta-
tin in the leinaueof that (dominion, and
tihe Southr African governinent lias flow pro-
x ideil roprcsentaî ion lor its coloirai people.
Parheps it wojuld be a gooni tiuig if wevaid
l.oi:con lrov lira would be electe(i or selectail
I do not know-to represent in tIs roîrse ourr
Indien people aou ha a spokesman on their
bhalf.

I reael ana of dozans of habitations which I
vrsitaui iii northarn Onterio. tjpon measuring it,
I found that it w-as twalve feat by fifteen feet.
Tlire wera twelva Indian folks living in that
Irousa, ami only two bîrnks. Theref7ore, un-
daubtcdly some af trm lia ta sien p on tire
floor. In many places ane could sec out
tirrough tire roof. Tira smoke pipe %whcro it
weant througlr the roof lied no tin round it ta
prevant fires.

The Indiens are aur wards and we siroulil
take proper cara of them. I arn interested
in the waifcrc of the noble red rnan-and ha
is a noble man, from what I have sean of
bim, aven tlrough some ara not quite what
s'a sbould like themn ta be. For that metter,
howevar, I suppose they are fia worsa than
rnany of aur own people. Some yaars aga
an astimata about a bospital on a reservation
was gaing through the house, and we were
told that the haspitai on the reservatian
had cost $7,000. 1 went ta sea it and I found
it wes not a bospitai at ail. At the time I
cchled, it was filled with bey and the wells
were bursting frorn the pressure of the bey
on every side. Indian rnoney bad likely
bean used ta build that so-ceilad haspitel
and it was not cornpletad.

Mr. CRERAR: Wbere was thet?

Mr. MaeNICOL: On lake Nipigon, Guil
river reservation. I did not intend to men-
tion eny reservation. I find tiret the cost of
medicai services, hospiýtal and drugs, is
excessive for the Indiens, when one takes
into consideretion tire number of Indiens
thare are and tire cost on tire reservation
I have in mmid. I have here tire feets with
regard ta, a certain agency, and I find tiret
medicai expenses and expenses for bospital,


