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for the provincial and for the federal Houses Quebec polities have nothing to de with our
and therefore the law cannot apply. Well, local organizations.
now, Mr. Speaker, I will not pretend to Mr. BERGERON. They would not have
say that these arguments do not apply to elected a Conservative if they were ail Lib-the province of Ontario, but I do contend'
and I think I shall be able to prove It eals.
lin a few words, that noue of them apply Mr. STENSON. Why, certainly they
ln the province of Quebec. In the pro- would, If he was only qualified for the posi-
vince of Quebee, where i have had some tion, and if he was not qualified, they would
considerabie experience In preparing the not elect hlm.
electoral lists during imy tenure of ofice as Mr. BERGERON. You do not mean tomayor of a municipaHty, I have found that
the preparation of these lists did not co say there was no Conservatives qualfled.
one cent to the province nor did it cost Mr. STENSON. No distinction is made
more than a mere trifle to the municipality between Conservatives and Liberals. and
itself. There were no judges to be pald the proof of that is that I worked to get a
and no clerk to be paid for the revision of Conservative elected as mayor of the coun-
the lists. When the municipality prepares cil when I was on It, and when there were
its valuation rolls, the electoral lists are only four Liberal councillors.
prepared at the same time. Every year Mr. BERGERON. It is a good place.this valuation roll in each municipality Is
revised in the month of March, and -wheu Mr. STENSON. It is a good place, and
it is being revised these electoral lists it is improving. But for a number of years
are also revised by the members of the it was not so good, it was too Conservative.
municipal council, presided over by the As the lion. member for Pontiac (Mr. Pou-
mayor, and with no officer either from the pore) had said, every voter in the province
provineial government or from the Federal of Quebee for municipal and provincial
Government or from any other body to In- elections, is a bona fide voter, and that is
terfere with the preparation of these Usts. the kind of voters we want. In the pro-
And it Is obligatory on each municlpality vince of Quebee ail these voters are bona
of the province to prepare a list not only fide voters. There is ne olicer that can
for the municipal elections, but for the pro- ibe appointed elther by the provincial or the
vincial elections of the whole province of federal authorities, who can know the bona
Quebec. This is done without expense to fide voters as well as the neighbours of
the province. The secretary-treasurer of those bona fide voters, as well as those who
each municlpaflty has to put Into the pos- conduet the local municipal business of ail
session of the eounty secretary and of 1 the bona fide voters, and of every interested
the provinelal secretàry a copy of each party in that municipality. Those seven
one of these lists without any charge. There- men composing the local council are chosen,
fore, the Hsts are eonfirmed and legalized. as a general rule, from the different portions
Now, I have never heard any objection of the municipality ; they are not ail taken
made by any one to the preparation of en bloc, they are chosen from the different
these lists. They are not prepared by par- sections and the different portions of that
tisans, for my experience of municipal Ilfe municipality. They are acquainted with
in the province of Quebec is that muniel-! ail the surrounding families, they know ex-
pal governmient is earried on without any actly who are bona fide, and who are justly
political partisanshlp entering into the for- entltled to vote ln their local affairs. they
mation of iLts counclîs. I myself have know exactly who are justly entitled to vote
had the honour of belng the head In provincial affairs ; and I maintain that
of a council. The council was com- I the man who is entitled to vote in local or
posed of seven members. of whom five provincial affairs Is the man who is en-
were Conservatives. Yet I was elected by titled to vote in Dominion affairs, and that
the Conservatives as their mayor, and never each province should have the right of
did there enter into the debates In coun- choosing those voters. Not only that, but
cil and never was anything done on political I contend they are the best qualified to
or party ground. choose them. Each municipality Is best

Mr. BERGERON. That is a model county.'quaiified tehoose iLs own electors, and, those are the electors which cannot lie im-
Mr. STENSON. It Is; It has been im- proved upon by any outsider, even If yen

proving, until It now has a Liberal repre- get a revlsing officer to go lu there. Now,
sentative. That county was represented at our experleuce las been that when the re-
the board by fourteen mayors of the four- vising officer came lu Le prepare the federa
teen municipalities constituting the county.iists, ho took tiose local llsts aud examined
and out of that county board, eomposed of them te see If the qualifications of the fede-
fourteen mwayors, I was the only Liberal rai Act were exactly sinullar te those of the
mayor, and still I was elected warden of the local Acts. If they were fot he iad elther
county and president of that board. This 1 to strike off a few, sud they were but very
do not say through personal glorification, few, or le 1ud te add a few, sud theybut topoeo t! rved but y ay o , heren af y
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