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.seconud irelingi. and shiould go to the Commiittee on
Private Bills for investigation of the allegations
set #nt in the petition. I would n(ot advoente that
courise if the rie were niot well uniderstood,
thiat iii readinig a private 1ill the second tine we
are not coimiiittel to its principle. Il an somne-
whîat louilbitfi that the facts which are contained
ii the preamnble of the Bill can be made ot. but if
the facts are made out we ean deal with the prin-
Ciple of ithe 1 illwhen it comles back fromi the coin-
mnittee. So far as I uni concerned I would be
disposed to support the second reading. As a
gene ral priiciple, I an iopposed to persons obtain-
ing exemption froni the geieral ruie by meaîns Of

special legislation:i nevertleless, under the ireun-
staices, I w'ould consent to the second reading.

Miotion agreed t., and Bill iread the second timle.

WESTERN LIFE ASSURANCE CO.

Mr. CURRAN (for Mr. MLin. , Winnipeg)
moed iCth second reading of Bill (No. 48) to incor-
porate the Western Life Assiiance Company.

M r. COCKBURN. Thiere is ii Troi-onto an in-
suranlce coulipany loing blusinless unider the saie
ilnmie, andl whien tlis 1ill goes into (ornunittee I
sihll inove thiat soie chtaiigc be made in the title
Of thei Hill.

-Motion agreed to, and Bill rad the second tiie.

FRANCHISE ACT REPEAL BILL.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved the second
rean(lig of Bill (No. 8) to repeal An Act respect-
ing the Elector'al Franchise. He said :I lesire
to sav but a very few w-îords with refereînce to
this Bill. The Bill whiiCl I propose by uîny 1ill
to repeal, passed the House of Comnions soîie five
years ago, and I en safelv say that no Bill affeet-
ing the represetaton of ie people in Parliaiient,
that lias received thie Royal Assent, for the last
quarter of a century lias proved iore entirely un-
satisfactory thian the Act calle<1 the Elector-al
Franchise Act. 'he law itself. in my judgimîenît,
at the tine it wvas introduced in Parlianient, was
w-holly uncalled for. There were no deiands for
it, no petitions presented ii Parliaîient li favour
of it, no public claiour for' it. It was a Bill tIhat
was entir'ely uncalled for ; and I think the experi-
ence of the last five or six years lias shown it to
be a harsh Bill, a vicious Bill in principle, and a
Bill diticult to work out iii detail. It vas, I
believe, introduced into Parlianient by the First
Minister solely for a political end. I believe it was
forced through IParlianient, against the streiuuous
efforts of hon. gentlemen on this side of the House,
solely for a political end. I believe it 'was intro-
luced and forced througlh Parliainent and received
its final stage with a view to benetit one political
party and daniage, if not destroy, the other politi-
cal party, and the efflct of the Bill lias proved
eniinently unsatisfactory to both the political
parties. 1 believed then, and I believe now, and
more especially now, thiat the honest sentiment of
the great nass of the Dominion is adverse to this
Bill. I believe the honest sentiment of the majority
of the mîîeinbers of Parlianent is not in lharinony
with this Bill; I believe it is a Bill thathas proved
as unsatisfactory to hon. gentlemen opposite as I
kuow it has proved unsatisfactory to lion. gentle-
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men on this side of the House. 'The lhonest senti-
ment of the counitrv, as well as tie experienice of
the last six years dIuring l wlieh we have had this
Electoral Franchise Bill in operation,-n, not

in operation, soiiîetiies in operation and soine-
times its operation suspended-has pronounced

decidedly anil emplatically against the imger
continuance on the Statuîte-b ook of thxis lill. The
experience of the last six year lias shiown beyond
a reasonable peradventu re tiat the Electorîal
Franchise 1ill lias opeied vide and free ail ite
loors for all kinds of electorat lmiscoiliet

and electoral frauds. I believe the experieice of
the last six years las shown us, beyond all io ubIt,
that it is a harsh Bill to both political parties. a.
liarsh Bill to the canîdidlates wio are seeking thie
honour of representing the people inl Parliantlent.
The Bill when inîtroduced by ti.e First NIinister,
six years ago, was based. the hon. grenitlenit1l
us, on four grouiids. He said, as will be found iin
Hansard of 1S5, page 1134, tiat the ill% was
necessary, tlat a systein of representationî appli-
cable to all the provinlces was an absoilute n ecessity,
tlhat a representation f everv class alike iii all tie

provinces was a necessity, tlhat the franîchis:e iii all
the provinces siould lbe exactly alike, and further,
that every interest in every province alike should
be represented iin this Parliainent. lefore the Bill
iad received its second reaîing, ibeforne it luail re-
ceived the Royal Assent, every assu'ance the IFirst
Mlinister gave is as to the lecessity of a i)llmliion
Electoral Franchise ceased to exist, and was prae-
tically abaidoied. We have lot now, we never
lhad, imder this Electoral Franiclise Bill, a systemi
alike in all the provinces. We have nîot now, we
never lhad siice the Eleetoral Franchise 11ill recei-
ved the Royal assent, a svstemî of elections tliat was
exactly the saime ini ail the provinces. We never
lad, aîind we have n iiot now, the saille classes in all
the provinîces represented alikc in the House of
Comniis iii Canada. We never liai unîder tiis
Bill, and we have not now, the same interests
anîd the saie classes represeited alike in all the
prolîvinces ini thel Pariliamiiient of Caniala. The Pro,-
vince of Ontario lias lot iow the Isaie systemlî of re-
presentation the Province of Prince Edward Island
possesses. Tlie Province of Quebec lias not now the
samîe classes represente. as the Province of Bfritish
Columia. 'ie two older provinces have îot now,
and inever iad undier this ill, the samie classes anl
interests represenîted in this Parliamnclt as the
North-West '.'erritories, as the Province of tritishi
C'ohnnîîbia, the Province of 3anitoba anîd the
Province of Prince Edward Island. A different
systen and a differeit franchise prevails. In (me
province ve have mîanhiuood sutfirage, in anotler
province we have universal suffrage prac-
tically, in ainother province we iave- a suiffratre
based on a real property qualification, and iii
anotlier province the suffrage is based on a real and
p)ersonial prope.rty qualification. So that the ground.s
on whiclh the First Minister insisted that this ill
should be passed through Parliamîent, anîid wZIas a
necessity, eeased to exist before the Bill re-
ceived the Royal Assent ; and for this reasoi, if
for no other, I subimit it oughît to be repealed by
the Iarliaiuent of Canada. The Bill is open to
grave objections apart fron the point I have
already been discussing. I have stated that it lias
been the experience of the last six years in
carrying out this Bill that it opens the doors wide
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