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of our customas authorities. Political influence does flot of necessity corne intoit and it can be kept out. But the complaint, I take it, that you make is thathere are a group of men engaged in a private business and at the samne timethey are carrying on the banking business for the nation and others?
The WiTxEss: Yes.
Mr. McGEm~: Do you disagree with that proposition?
The WiTNEss: Yes.
Mr. KiNLýEY: You are making the whole thesis.
The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Breithaupt, would you proceed?
Mr. BREITHA-upT: Mr. Chairman, I do not know wlietlier I shall conducta crose-examination of the witness, but I think there are certain things in therecord that sliould be kept straiglit. Yesterday the question was asked by Mr.Noseworthy.of Mr. Bickerton what bis association thought of the general prin-ciplc of interlocking directorates. That was quite a normal question. In replyto that question Mr. Biekerton, apparently not very anxious to repiy but gropingaround, discovered someone out in the west that hie real-ly did not know butwliom lie had heard of. -I can understand that hie wished to answer thequestion. Now, I should like to ask Mr. Biekerton if he knows Mr. Dobbie,President of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce?
The WrwNpss: No, I do not know him. As I mentioned yesterday ail Iknow is that the invitations went out and they had ail of those different positionson the invitation; that is ail.
Mr. BREITUAUPT: Did you have any objection to a man going out therewho was prominent in different lines of endeavour and wlio would know,perliaps, what lie was talking about?
The WrrN1Ess. No, I merely said-I think it was at the time Mr.Noseworthy mentioned it-Mr. Noseworthy mentioned a number of figures-I do not know wlietlier the figures were correct or flot, but I accepted themas correct as lie quoted tliem; I said I knew of one case of one man. I doflot know whetlier that is a healthy thing or not.
Mr. BRPITHAUPT: In other words, you just took a namne tliat came toyour mind, and I imagine you were sincere in your remarks; but, Mr. Chairman,I believe that that is iiot a fair way of handling the work of this committee.I'do not think personal remarks should be made.
While we are on the subject I should like to advise the committee that 1have taken the trouble to look up Mr. Dobbie's record. I understand thathe lias been cliairman of ail the victory loans in Southi Waterloo ever sincetlie start of this war. In the last war, and ever since,' lie lias been cliairmanof the Gaît Red Cross comxnittee, and bas donc a splendid job witli thatorganization. Incidentally, ail of the victory boans there liave gone overthe top., Mr. Dobbie is a very public spirited citizen. During tlie time of thedepression, concernîng wliicli we liave heard a great deal in the bankingcommittee, Mr. Dobbie lieaded a committee wliich is known as the CommunityRelief Committee in the city of Gait, and the work which lie and lis committeedid was sucli an outstanding success that the citizens looked after thoseunfortunates wlio were on relief, and, at the samne time tliey did not becomea burden to tlie taxpayers. That is an outstanding record in Canada. At thepresent time Mr. Dobbie is giving freely of bis time to the Canadian Chamberof Commerce, which is an organirzation doing splendid work througliout Canada.It represents no particular interest, but is a cross-section 'of business men,inerchants, farmers and citizens of Canada generally who are interested intlie welfare of this country. I take it that Mr. Bickerton himself is veryproud of' the Regina Industries Limiteti, and 1 think rightly so. Yesterday


