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tion systeni was first mooted the company had only 9,2 su bseribers in the whole telephone
area; theïr rates were very high and their service was sa, bad that out of 92 subscribers
saine 85 signed a memorial ta the Postinaster-General vouching for the general ineffi-
ciency of the service. After a year's work the Tunbridge Wells Corporation had at

August 7 no fewer than 834 flues at work. The compauy are supposed to possesssanie

600 others, so that the efeet of a corporation systeni has been ta provide the Tuubridge

Wells Telephone area with 1,434 telephones in lieu of the original 92.
Brighiton presents a field for telephonic developinent which is ont of ail proportion

greater than that at Tunbridge Wells. The Brighiton corporation have very wisely
kept the campany out of their routes. Overhead wayleaves are more diffidnît ta get in
Brighton than in most other places, sa that the corporation, with power to inake an
uilimited use of the roads for underground wark, would be out of ail proportion in a
better position ta give a telephonie service than the company. The company's present
Brighton system. is single wire, and ta meet the corporation competition two wires would
have ta be placed overhead where one is now. Under these circunistances, there can be
no reasonable doubt that the corporation, with the additional advantages of the most
modern plant, which th-ey would be able ta comamand, would create a large exchange,
ini a very short time; so mucli sa that Have might be left entirely out of the question
in the meantime, as the Have citizens would only be tao glad later on ta teke advan-
tage of the cheaper rates and better service that the Brighton citizens would be in
possession of as a cansequeuce of the corporation systeni.

I would venture to point out that if Brighiton tawn council gave up the telephone
scheme now they would not only sacrifice ail the tume, trouble and money which have

been expended in bringing it s0 successfully sa far, but they will have ta abandon for

the future ýail hopes ef the low rates for telephones, that were intended ta be charged,
and Will burden their ,burgesses permanently with telephone rates far in exocas af any-
thing that the circumnstances caîl far. Iu the future the action of the council in aban.

douing their acheme will unquestionably be condemned, as, witli the examples of other
towns befare, then1, the Brighton citizens will consider theniselves very badly treated
by having ta pay £10 for telephanes when other towns will be getting thein for £6l or £5.
I venture ta prediet that the act of abandouing, if it should be decided upon, will hereý

after be characterized as timid and short-sighted.
If the scheme be dropped, the council wiil have ta face the contingency of grant-

ing underground wayleaves to the company. If they once get inta the hands of the
company they wiil find theni severe masters. The towu clerk of Hull will tell you that
bis corporation granted the N.T.C. underground wayleaves sanie few years aga. Recently
the Hull corporation went ta parliament for power ta effect sanie Street impravements,
and they found theinselves opposed by the 1Sf.T.C. on the graund that the mmprovemients
would necessitate a deviation of the carnpany's telephone pipes, and they asked parlia-
ment ta order that sucli deviations shaw.ld be, carried out at the expeuse of the corpora-
tion. It would seeni, therefore, that even a change in the tramway routes could flot
be carried out without arrangement with the coiupany. Ou another ground the Hull
corporation have 'been threateued with litigation in consequeuce of this grant of way-

leaves, and the sanie grant lias been the cause of the NS.T.O. introducing a Bill in par-

liament whieh the corporation had ta appose at great expense. Tunbridge Wells cor-

poration granted the N.T.O. underground wayleaves. This bas already led ta anc action

at law which was carried through several courts, and a second action arising out of a

different cause, but grawing out of the sanie wayleaves, is threatened. The states of

Guernsey liad ta figlit the company through alI the caurts, iucluding the Privy Council,
and you May depeud upon it that Brighiton wil nat be sipgular if they place their necks

under the yoke.
I would also camimend ta, the cansideratian of the caunicil those coutractars who

tendered for the carrying aut of the work in conformity with the elabarate specifica-
tions which were prepared and advertised widely.


