
In February, I visited Bangladesh, one of the

poorest of the .aorld's nations . I,aent to fields where

the sinple installation of a water pump lets farmers

harvest three crops a year, not just one . That is the

first step out of dependence and poverty .

The econorliî lesson of the last ten years is how

quickly Asia noves once it starts . Bangladesh is a long

way from competing -:jith our modern industries - but, to
state the obvious, Japan isn't . Korea isn't . Nor are

IZdia, Gong 'r :ong, Taiwan, Singapore or the other nations

o f A `.i ::t1t1 .

~_'he e. ( :)no 1nic chang es in Asia are (iracnatic and

continsing . Their characteristic is a reachi ng outward -
:i rea•iiness to e :nUr ,3ce change : to try punp s in

Bang lad esh ; to encourage joint ventures in ASEAN ; to

iztroduce tax refor±n in Tokyo ; even to experi ment with
market economics in China .

The question for ,~orth A*►erica is whether ~ae are
as willing to embrace chan-je - :ahAtiier we are as able to
reacl1 outward and adjust to a c'ianging internationa l
economy . That may be harder for 3eveloped economies,
U--cause we are .iccustoried to prevailing ; it is our systP; ► ,

and we are practiced in protecting ourselves with tariffs/
and subsidies, and threat`i . Of ::otlrse, these ~)rclctice s
are not unknowz in Asia, and, evidently, groups with
interests to protect are as powerful in Japan or india as

they are lierP . But most of. Asia acknowledges the need to
change its practices, and the question is whether enough

North Americans wi 11 .

Canada was not Eor .ae49 ')y revolution ; but je were
formed by people seeking change, people who left homelands
lviich iie13 tnein back, ;eopln prepared to try .`iollething
new . The fur-tralin( contpany which opened our country was
c~ ~lleci, for :nally, the "Crnipany of _v3venturers Trading into

Hudson Bay" . The company of a:3venturers - we have always
t ;louj7it that name caPt,3rec9 the -3,?irit of Cana,3a . '~hey
reached ont to opportunity and rliange . They •3i-3 not draw
U-ick on th~!r.iselves . That is 1_ ' z (! spirit in which Canada
reac .ied the Pacific . Our c,i-illenge is to ignite that
spirit now to neet the con~),2tition, the opportunity for
aJventure and growth, that is at the heart of the Pacific
r-~3ion .


