In February, I visited Bangladesh, one of the
voorest of the world's nations. I went to fields where
the simple iunstallation of a water punp lets farmers
harvest three crops a year, not just one. That is the
first step out of dependence and poverty.

The econnnizc lesson of the last ten years is how
quickly Asia moves once it starts. Bangladesh is a long
way from conpeting with our modern industries - but, to
state the obvious, Japan isn't. Korea isn't. Nor are
Iadia, liong fong, Taiwan, Singapore or the other nations
nf ALEAN,

"™Me economic changes in Asia are dramatic and
continuing. Their characteristic is a reaching outward -
A realiness to embrace change: to try punps in
Banjladesh; to encourage joint ventures in ASLAN; to
iatroduce tax reform in Tokyo: 2ven to experiment with
market economics in China.

The guestion for worth aAmerica is whether we are
as willing to embrace chanje - whether we are as able to
reach outward and adjust to a changing international
econony. That may be harder for Jdeveloped economnies,
b2cause we are accustoned to prevailing; it is our system,
and we are practiced in protecting ourselves with tariffs/
and subsidies, and threats. 9f course, these »ractices
are not unkanown in Asia, and, evidently, groups with
interests to protect are as powz2cful in Japan or India as
they are here. But nost of Asia acknowledges the need to
change its vractices, and the aquestion is whether enough
Horth Americans will.

Canada was not foraed Hy revolution; but we wer=
formed by »neople seeking change, people who left homelands
which neli then back, weoples prepared to try sonething
new. The fur-trading connany which opened our country was
called, foraally, the “Conpany »f adventurers Trading into
iludson Bay". The conpany of adventurers - we have always
thougut that name <captured the s3pirit »f Canada. They
reached out to opportunity and change. They 1id not draw
back oa themselves. That is the spirit in which Canada
reached the Pacific. Our challenge is to ignite that
spirit now to neet the conmpetitioan, the opportunity for
adventure and growth, that is at the heart of the Pacific
r23jion.




