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[For Beatrix, a home-coming of sorts

By Margo Roston
Citizen staff writer

) ccording to most reports, she’s bright, outspoken, live- -
ly, and popular with her subjects. And
Beatrix of The Netherlands arrives in wa
morning, many people will be anxious to wave a

cheerful welcome to a queen who is making a return of sorts. y

Tourists to Ottawa are often told that Stornoway, ot dren’s Hsopital

cial home oftbeleaderoftbeopMﬁon,bwbere:e,

with her mother, then Crown Princess Juliana, and ﬁsten.
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gﬁemkﬂ::dm::’;&nm:ﬁoﬁm McLaine saw her again when she and her sister Irene vit

in 1948 at the Ottawa Civic Hospital. To ensure that the baby
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London, with his mother-in-law, Queen Wilh

L

would be Dutch, the Canadian parliament enacted a special kwumﬂuwmvm&mmmen:mga

bill declaring extraterritorial the area where the princess

born. On the same day, the Dutch flag flew from the Pea -«She was still called Trixie then,” he remembers.
are

That practice stopped years ago

i - uring
thousands of tulips about to bloom in Ottawa 8 %00 gond whose mother was lady-in-waiting to Juliana d
ve'tlx‘ii}eof those days —pas t'hi,abnkygb?rft from Crown Princess war years mofqgn_ says ge formality of the present
Juliana for the hospitality shown ts 2 arch is part personality. _
-uThefamilywasseparatedunultbellberaﬁono!Hollanid; “She's very conscious of doing things correctly and doc
with her father Prince Bernhard spending the war years D)
elmina, and the (Beatrix, page

e ——

T —— o In 1980, Beatriz be e the ‘Before dfnner. ‘the queen, to-
Beatr'x constitutional monarch of the ,;,“gg mtb(?aus, often

ﬁertherlathng: oo the abdication of lomats or vlslﬁgg i m?ﬁ
From page D1 story: then gm% -:iu&iana, who after a family dinner, they might
For Beatrix, a home-coming of cess e title of Prin- attend a concert or cultural event,
sorts :

cut corners,” says Smith. "'She's

also very aware of other people’s ‘

feelings. It’s true she’'s more for-
mal than her mother. She's
spruced up the job a bit.”

Her mother had a very infor-

mal image in both Canada and
Holland, becoming a familiar fig-
ure on a bicycle in Ottawa and
afterwards at home.

- » “Beatrix is very intelligent and
does her bomework,” adds Smith.
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mind.” »

Just ask a lower level diplomat -

from New Zealand who is

in the Netherlands. Az he
proached the Queen at ber annual
New Year's diplomatic reception

~ --

“She’sbrightlndhaslnlmniﬂng '

ap- -

and
After the war, Beatrix was edu- in ber palace in Amsterdam a herotficialbirthdayattheendof
cated at regular Dutch schools in couple of years ago, she instantly April. . Althoogh the birthday is
the town of Baarn, near the royal beld out her hand and welcomed really Juliana’s, Beatrix
palace of Soestdijk, and then en- him in Dutch. To this day be's’ ot e e

tered Leiden University, where
she studied pure and applied soci-
ology, jurisprudence, economics, -
parliamentary history and consti-
tutional law. She received her de-

still wondering bow she picked

himoutofthelouglineofdiplo- .

mats and knew that he had been

born and brought up in Holland.

accepted it officially as her own
epon Juliana’s abdication. The
streets of Holland were especially
lively this year as the Dutch cele-

gree in 1951: . . constitutional if there is brated their queen'’s 50th Wy
Her marriage to German diplo- @ typical day, involves a beavy “She’s very popular,” says

o Slaus von Armsherg In 1966, round of official duties and work, Smith, “and very loyal to the peo-

caused anger amongst many

Dutchmen, but with the birth jn  4V® & palace spokesman. ple she cares about; ber

1967 of Prince Willem-Alexander,
the first male heir to the throne
for more than a century, the
Dutch began to accept the prince
as one of their own. C

The couple have two other sons,
Prince Johan Friso, born in 1968
and Prince Constantijn, born in
1969. . -

Prince Willem-Alexander is an °
officer in the Netherlands navy .
and taking history at Leiden to
prepare to take over as monarch
some day.

A spokesman for the Queen
points out that the Dutch princes
haveledasnormalalifeaspos-

between the bead of state and the
political side. This is the time the
queen signs royal decrees and
pew laws which have been passed

bably make a living at it.
g:’s also a well-known collector .
of Dutch contemporary art.

“She -researches it well and
knows what’s going on in the
country.”

sible, attending local schools and by parliament. But she won't be having a nos
taking regular exams. They grad- One afternoon .a week, she talgia trip bere. There’ll be no
uated from Dutch high schools, oop’ with' the prime minister visiting of old baunts. It's all
and the crown prince graduated and the late afternoon is the time strietly official i .
in England from the Atlantic Col- for visits to events in the country. A eterrris o

lege. They are often in Amster-
dam and The Hague at local dis-
cos where they like to go with
their friends.

. Renée Smith, a loog!




