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TABLE 6
Hourly compensation costs in U.S. dollars for production workers in manufacturing
29 countries or areas and selected economic groups - selected years 1975-92

'COUNTRY or AREA | 1975|1980 | 1985 | 1987 . | 1988 {1989  |1990 | 1991 | 1992
UNITED STATES $636 | $9.87 | $13.01 | $13.52 $£13.91 £1432 | $1491 $1560 | S16.17
CANADA S59 8.67 10,98 12.09 13.55 1483 1 1595 17.18 1702
MEXICO 1441 218 158 1 - 101 1.25 L48 1.64 1.95 235
AUSTRALIA 5581 841 8.14 9,40 1128 12.33 12.89 13.36 12.94
HONG KONG 76 1 1.51 1.73 2.09 240 2.79 3.20 358 389
ISRAEL 225 3.79 406 634 1.67 _1.69 855 8.79 —
JAPAN 3.00 5.52 634 10.79 12,63 12.49 1274 1 145 16.16
KOREA 33 97 125 L65 230 334 3.88 439 493
NEW ZEALAND 321 533 447 677 38.19 _7.80 833 83 191
SINGAPORE 8 1491 247 2.31 2.67 315 378 439 5.00
SRI LANKA 2 22 28 30 31 31 35 — —
TAIWAN 401 1.00 150 226 _2.82 3.53 3.95 439 519
AUSTRIA 43 8.57 127 13.08 13.92 13.59 17.01 17.39 19.65
BELGIUM 641 1 13,11 897 1 1525 15.82 1551 19221 1983 22.01
DENMARK 628 | 10.83 8.13 14.61 15,19 14,49 17.96 18.26 20,02
FINLAND. 4611 824 _8.16 13.44 15.59 16.67 2074 1 20,57 18.69
FRANCE 452 8,94 7.52 12.29 12,95 12,54 1523 15.26 16.88
GERMANY 6351 1233 _9.60 17.02 1828 1775 21.88 22,62 2594
GREECE 1.69 3.73 _3.66 4 522 _5.49 6.71 6.82 —
IRELAND 3031 595 592 930 10,00 9.66 11.76 12.07 13.32
JTALY 4671 817 263 1 1302 13,98 14,41 _17.46 18.29 1941
LUXEMBOURG 6351 1198 172 13.05 13.80 13.56 1637 — —
NETHERLANDS 6.5 12.06 8.75 15.14 15.83 15.04 _18.29 1842 | 2072
NORWAY 6771 11.59 10.37 16.79 1845 18.29 21471 21,63 232
PORTUGAL LS8 1 206 1.53 2.52 278 _2.90 3.69 415 501
SPAIN 2531 589 4,66 163 8.55 3.94 11.33 12.20 13.39
SWEDEN 7.18 1 12.51 9,66 1512 16.82 17.52 2093 22,15 24.23
SWITZERLAND. 6091 11,09 9.66 17.08 17.98 1670 20.83 21.69 2326

IINITED KINGDOM 1371 156 6217 900 | - 1041 1056 12.71 1376 14§
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, "International Comparisons of Hourly
Compensation Costs of Production Workers in Manufacturing”, Report 844, April Ei993.

Policy Staff Paper

30




