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7. In the context of consultations involving a measure
taken by a developing contracting party, the parties may
agree to extend the periods established in paragraphs s 2
and 4 of Section C. 1If, after the relevant period has
elapsed, the parties cannot agree that the consultations
have concluded, the Chairman of the Council shall decide,
after consultation with the parties, whether to extend the
relevant period and, 1if so, for how long. 1In additien, in
examining a complaint against a developing contracting
party, the panel shall accord sufficient time for the
developing contracting party to prepare and present its
argumentation. The provisions of paragraph 4 of Section G
are not affected by any action pursuant to this paragraph.

G. Adoption of Panel Reports

1. In order to provide sufficient time for the members of

the Council to consider panel reports, the reports shall not
be considered for adoption by the Council until thirty days

after they have been issued to the contracting parties.

2. Contracting parties having objections to panel reports
shall give written reasons to explain their objections for

circulation at least ten days prior to the Council meeting

at which the panel report will be considered.

3. The parties to a dispute shall have the right to
participate fully in the consideration of the panel report
by the Council, and their views shall be fully recorded.

The practice of adopting panel reports by consensus shall be
continued, without prejudice to the GATT provisions on
decision-making which remain applicable. However, the
delaying of the process of dispute settlement shall be
avoided. . -

4. The period from the request under Article XXII:1 or

Article XXIII:1 until the Council takes a decision on the
panel report shall not, unless agreed to by the parties,

exceed fifteen months. The provisions of this paragraph

shall not affect the provisions of paragraph & of Section
F(f).

H. Technical Assistance

1. While the secretariat assists contracting parties in
respect of dispute settlement at their request, there may
also be a need to provide additional legal advice and
assistance in respect of dispute settlement to developing
contracting parties. To this end, the secretariat shall
‘make available a qualified legal expert within the Technical



