
- 124 - 

IV.  AREAS OF SPECIAL NCERN 

Paragraph 277  

There is an increasing number of categories of women who, because of their 
special charecteristics, are experiencing not only the common problems indicated 
under the separate themes but also specific difficulties due to their 
socio-economic and health condition, age, minority status or a combination of these 
factors. Moreover, in many countries increasing demographic pressure, 
deteriorating rural conditions, curtailment of subsistence agriculture and 
difficult political conditions have been exacerbated by the current economic 
recession, leading tb the dislocation of large sections of populations. /n this 
process women experience particular difficulties and are often the more vulnerable 
because of their traditional lack of access to development opportunities. 

Paragraph 278  

The special groups of women Mentified below are extremely diverse, and their 
problems vary tremendously from one country to another. No single strategy or set 
of measures can apply adequately to all cases, and the present document is 
therefore limited to highlighting their special circumstances and the need for each 
country, as well as the international community, to give these issues the necessary 
attention. The basic strategy must remain one of fundamentally changing the 
economic conditions that produce such deprivation and of upgrading women's low 
status in society, which accounts for their extreme vulnerability to such 
conditions, especially to poverty. This is aggravated by the increase in 
drug-dependence, which adversely affects all sectors of society, including women. 
Building an organizational base for such change is a crucial strategy that can 
provide a rallying point for solidarity among women. Measures needed to provide 
immediate emergency assistance should be supplemented by longer-term efforts to 
enable women to break out of these situations. In many cases, permanent solutions 
to these issues can only be found through the broader efforts directed towards the 
reallocation of resources and decision-making power and towards the elimination of 
inequality and injustice. 

Paragraph 279  

There is a need to recognize the survival mechanisms already developed by 
these women as basic strategies in their own right and to build on them. A first 
priority would be to strengthen their organization capabilities by providing 
physical, financial and human reeources, as well as education and training. Also 
of extreme importance is the need to revitalize these women's aspirations in order 
.to eliminate the chronic despair that characterizes their daily lives. 

Paragraph 280  

The economic, social, cultural and political Conditions of those groups of 
women should be improved basically by the implementation of the measures proposed 
for the attainment of equality, development and peace for women in general. 
Additional efforts should be directed towards ensuring the gainful and productive 
inclusion of these women in mainstream development and in political activities. 
PrioritY emphasis should be placed upon income-generating opportunities and for the 
independent and sustained improvement of their condition and by the full 
integration and active participation of women as agents and beneficiaries of 
development. 
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