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|‘ °ross-border video service
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{ Customers of the member telephone com-
l Panies of Telecom Canada in eight cities
&r0ss the country will soon be able to hold
e"5f>tronic video conference meetings with
their Counterparts in the United States.

| . The video conference is a further step
| u':m t_elephone conference calls, allowing
€IS in different cities to see each other.
l Onferees meet in specially equipped
Sudios provided either by themselves or the
‘ “€phone companies. In addition to two-way
‘ Video the studios can also provide document
dcomputer data exchanges at the time of
| "€ meeting.

2 ' Telecom Canada recently announced
i NS to expand its domestic video con-
¥ence service, called Conference 600.

he nine telephone companies belong-
only 8 to Telecom Canada have video con-

2 | :’9nce studios in eight Canadian cities and
nind Ninth will be added next year in Winnipeg.

€gotiations have begun with Isacomm

iled boc a subsidiary of United Telecommunica-

er"S Inc. of Westwood, Kansas, to link Con-

l eence 600 with Isacomm’s Meeting Chan-
‘W SService offered in 22 US cities.

)ﬂeﬂ ‘ —

Plans are also under way, but not as far
advanced, to develop a similar cross-border
service with AT and T Communications, a
division of American Telephone and
Telegraph Co. of New York.

Telecom Canada and Isacomm expect to
begin their cross-border service by the end
of the year. But they have yet to work out
what the rates will be and technical issues
such as where the border points will be
located.

Like the Conference 600 rates, charges
will depend on the distance between the
conference centres and time (in half-hour in-
crements) up to a point, after which they are
fixed. Subscribers will not be charged for any
extra distance required to route the signals
through the border crossing points.

The “umbrella” agreement with Isacomm
will also set the basis for the rates to be
charged by the Canadian telephone com-
panies. These rates will have to be approv-
ed by Canadian regulatory agencies before
the service can be offered.

Bell Canada, a unit of Bell Canada Enter-
prises Inc. of Montreal, offers both Con-
ference 600 and a cheaper, less
sophisticated video conference service for
users not requiring all the options.
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According to Bell, video conference ser-
vices can cut meeting costs almost in half,
with a four-hour meeting of 12 people in Vic-
toria and St. John’s costing $4 000, com-
pared with current airline and hotel costs
totalling $7 600.

Telecom Canada Conference 600 video
conferencing studio in Quebec City.

‘“(')"j Sun-powered electricity
)
ot { ::aDFOiect described as the first of its kind

0 af}ada, a curator’s home near Kleinburg,
mgﬁ' ' :"0, is meeting some of its electrical
4 o s with energy from the sun.
0 o 1 P to 1 000 watts of power for the
e o frouseh0|d of curator Allan Foster is coming
y | M2 $12 000 photovoltaic unit set up at
o Ortright Centre for Conservation.
l

|

'® experiment is being conducted by
10 Hydro, the Metropolitan Toronto and

Reqi
~ > '°“ Conservation Authority and the

Al
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Voltaic unit provides some 1 000 watts

University of Toronto.

Occasionally, when the unit’s output is
more than the Foster family’s requirements,
some electrical energy is actually flowing
away from the two-story house into the
Vaughan Hydro system.

An array of photovoltaic cells mounted on
the roof of a small building near the home
produces up to 1 000 watts as direct cur-
rent at between 245 and 300 volts. An in-
verter donated by the university changes the
flow into the conventional 115 volts and
alternating current.

of power to curator Allan Foster’s home.

Per Drewes of Hydro’s Design and
Development Division said the installation is
unprecedented in Canada. Although
photovoltaic systems have been used
elsewhere, they have been isolated from
power grids.

Mr. Drewes said the installation is also the
first roof-integrated array in the country. The
photovoltaic modules are designed to be
capable of replacing conventional roof
sheeting and shingles.

Although Ontario Hydro designed and in-
stalled the photovoltaic system, the conser-
v(tion authority erected the small building
and the university’s electrical engineering
department designed and built controls link-
ing the photovoltaic array with the conven-
tional Vaughan Hydro residential service.

Mr. Drewes said that after about one
week of operation, the system seems to be
working well, with output particularly good
on cold, sunny days.

However, the unit often does not start
working in the morning. “For some reason,
it seems to need someone to go out and give
it a kick.”

Mr. Drewes said that although such
systems are still far more expensive than
other sources of electricity, the cost today
is only about one-third that of a comparable
unit three years ago.




