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Links of Empire.

There is no greater bond of union between
absent friends than a frequent interchange of
letters ; thereby keeping alive sympathy and mutual
interests ; and there are few people in this world to
whom a letter is not welcome. Children
delight in writing and receiving letters; they have

the added joy and feeling of adventure in writing

to friends in distant lands, which they hope some

day to visit.

It was through an understanding of this very

natural instinct that the League of the Empire
originated in 1901 a scheme for bringing children

in different parts of the Empire into touch with
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Naturally a large amount of ,.zhe corresp
is eneounged by the teachers and pﬂm

cach other for mutual correspondence. They were 4

able to utilize their immense knowledge of educa-
tional matters and interest in schools of every
grade, both in Great Britain and in the Colonies,

in the furtherance of the scheme. Some slight idea

of the expansion which has come from quite small
beginnings may be gathered from the fact that
over 17,000 children are now members of
Comrades’ Correspondence section of

and are in direct communication with ¢
The number increases at the rate of near
month, and includes many pupil teach
ages range from nine to nineteen, but the

active correspondents are those between twelve and
seventeen, who have reached the age m the
world outside their own Cil'de to M
them, and to wonder what it is like on the other

side of the globe.

Each child signs a form gwim its 986, sex,
parentage and address, and stating ‘what are its
interests, and in what country it wishes to have a
comrade. These forms are sent to the offices of

the League where they are quickly compared with

those already received, and the child put im touch
with another of the same age, sex, position in life
and interests, in the country chosen. So the
correspondence begins and leads frequently to

steady friendships, and in every case awakens
interest and fellow- feeling among children in all

corners of our great Empire. Thereis occasionally
a little difficulty in meeting the desire (not
unconnected with stamp and postcard collecting)
for a comrade in some very out of the way corner
of the world; such as Nyasaland or Old Calabar,




