
622 TH1E ONTARIO WEEKLI' REPORTER.

Justice Davis of the Supremne Court Of the United St"î
'41t alinost universaily happens in1 cases of thiz3 descripti4(collision) that di1herent accounts are given of the occu
rence by those in the employment of the respective vessel
and tliat the Court lias dfifficulty, on this conflict of evidencin deciding to which aide a preferable credence aiould 1given. There are generally, however, in every case, son
undeniable facts whicli enable the Court to deterine whe:the blame lies :" The "Great Rèpublic," 23 Wall. at. p. 2And a ainilar experience lias been given in the Ilouse (
Lords by Lord Blackburn in 4"The Khedive," 5 App. Cup. 880: "The Judge of the Admiralty, i11 giving the reasoe
for bis judgnient, observed that the evidence was, as ii ng
unusual, very conflicting, and that lie liad not been able tu> n
concile it with the supposition that both parties intende<j 1
speak the trutli."

The collision between the steamers ini this caee teck pla(
on the afternoon of 21st Auguat, 1905, in the Soulaugi
canal in the province of Quebec, nor far from the guard Ioc
at Coteau. The preliminary act of cach party states that til
time of the collision was 3.30 p.m. The eugine-room lofbook of the IIDorothy " gives the time of the collision~ ý
3.60 (4 o'clock) p.m.-a discrepancy of 30 minutes. Bot
pleadings say that " the weather was clear, and there 'wi
practical]y no wind, and very littie durrent in the canal.
The plaintiffs' steamer " J. H. Plummer " is of 992 ton,
register, about 254 feet long, 37 feet beam, and 24 feet deeiand wu~ on a voyage from Fort William on Lake Superior t
Montreal. T1h1e - Dorothy " Î8 of 287 nct tons, 147 feet Ion;27 feet beam, and 16 feet deep, and was on a voyage frai
Wilrnington in the State of Delaware, to Ilougliton ini thi
State of Michigan, United States. While the "Plunmer
was corning out of the lock, passing signais of one blast e0c
were cxchanged between the steamers, indicating that thýe
would pass each other port to port.

The preliminary act of the IIPlummer," in descrihing th
colli'.4ion, alleges that the "<Dorothy"' sheered fromx lier sisj
of the canal across the course of the IlPlurner,"1 and thi
answer fo question 14 charges that the fauît attrîiuted to th
IIT)orothy"1 is improper navigation, first, in leaving lier sid
cf the canal and throwing herseif acro6s the course of th
IIPlummer," and then îu attempting to straighten iup an
regain lier first course, affer the IIPlummer's " twc..whi,.ti
signal, instead of cither reversing lier engines and cminLPt.


