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That the Union of Canadian Municipalities is not;
the first civic co-operative movement, was brought
home to us in perusing the 1914 Report of thc Con-

vention of Scottish Municipalities. This Convention
of the Royal Burghs of Scotland-which now num-
ber two hundred-was first iustituted as far baek
as 1124-54 by David, then King of Scotland, and is
the oldest existing Municipal Union. An extract
taken fromn thc minutes. of 1734 makes not'only in-
teresting rcading, but is instructive as showing.the
value the shrewd Seotchmcn put on municipal
unions. The extract is as f ollows:

"Thc royal burrows of Scotland have not;
thought their safety and advantagc consisted
singly in maintaining their seperat and sev-
eral immunitys as they belong to each idivid-
ual burrow, not i thc wisdom of their seperat
councilis and resolutions, but in having the
power and faculty of joinig together in one
united body, aud having thc benefit of thc joit
counciils and resolutioiis of their deputies as-
sembled together in order to enable them to
enjoy the privcledgcs which doo beloug to them
in common, and to bear the burdeus which
affect them ail jointly and severaily."

The same spirit that underlay the writig of these
words two centuries ago permeates the Scottish Con-
ventions of to-day, aud the samne migit be said of
the Association of Municipal Corporations in Eng-
land and Wales, whieh has the effecet of maklug the
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municipal if e of the Old Country a splendid exam-
pie to the whole world. In last month 's issue we
gave a brief o utline of what the Union of Canadian
Municipalities has donc for Canada during its fif-
teen years' existence; and this iii spite of not; hav-
ing the financial support of ALL the municîpalities.
What it could and would do if every munieipality
paid its share of the -small tax is best iilustrated
by the single-mindedness of its Executive, who have
borne the brunt of the battie against pilferers of
franchises, and against the encroachments uponý the
rights of the people, with the grand resiult that not
even an incorporated village can be robbed with im-
punity-every franchise it gives or selle is at the
sweet will of its people only. But the civie life
of this country is really only at the begînning-its
future is going to be on a par with that of Great
Britain and the Union of Canadian Munieipalities
is hielping to make it so. Affiliated with the Can-
adian Unionl in the naseent International Municipae
League, are fifteen other Unions which cover the
whole of the British Empire, the United States and
Belgium-which unhappy country before the war
had a splendid sýstem of municipal government-
and wý%hile the different conventions show that muni-
cipal difficulties are the saine in ail countries, the
balance-sheets indicate better support from the i-
dividual municipalities than we get in Canada. In
Scotland they are even compeiled by law to become
memnbers of the Convention. And we again inake an
urgent appeal to the municipalîties of this coun-
try to support their Union-for in so doing they are
protecting themselves.

GOVERNM!INT SUPERVISION ÔVER
MUNICIPAL LOANS.

We note in an editorial on Municipal Finance that
the Montreal "Star" is advocating goverument
supervisi7on, evidently taking an article entitled "Sir
Frederiek Williams-Taylor and Municipal Finance,"
which appeared in this Journal in the Mardi issue,
as a basis on which to draw its conclusions with
which on the whole, we are heartily in accord, but
when the editorial 2oes on to say that "one result
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