
46 Everywoman's Worid For Mardi, 1918

,O-rHEREis a saying among
JL tepeople of rural Can-
ada, that when the

middle of januar>' is reached,
" the back af the winter is
broken,",and as the year ad-
vances toward spring, the
question which interests
loakers-on, as well as parici-
pants, is whether prevailing
signa forecast a good sugar
season.

Generally speaking, "sugar-
ing " lies within the boundaries

of March and May.* Sap has
been known to run ini a record-
breaking February, and old
settiers can probably recaîl a stray "sugar-
ing-off" in smre belated May', but suc.
events are aliens in the normal calenýdar of
a Canadian ugr-bush.

The length of the sugar-seasan aiso
varies, according to the year, but when-
ever fitful sunihine, gusty winds, and gent-
ly-campelling raina tantalize the mapie
buds to burst, like Aaron's Rod, into
miracles of tender green, "sugaring" i
over.

From the firat of March to the first of
May', the weather is varied, and unaccount-
able. There are the hoar-frost mornings,
when the trees are fuzz>' with prickly
cobweb stuif, and the now le gray-
gummed with a dazzling frazea mesh.
There are cour inimitable Canadian
spring morings,-typical, c harmîingl
There's nothing like them in the worldl
The>' ravish your saul out of your body,
in ectacy. The air i. a tonic, distilled to
intoxication point. The surface layer of
snow, slghtly thawed during the previous
day, has frozen during the night, and will
bear your weight. Places are open ta you,
on these radiant mornings, which will ha
inaccessible, when thse ardent sun has again
pre$sed the chaste snow ta its yielding;
and for a iew exhilarating hours, you ca

:f T HEpecuniar>' advmntage of runninga
sugar-bush is mlot believed to be great,

îo but in the farmerscaendar of work, this

priate demande of the other enions, and
le with an asycsucience, ho tam.g his

M attention ta the minr profits repremet
isin hi. sugar-bush. The number af troc

camPrisîng a sugmr-bush ranges froni five
hundred ta twoaorthree thausand, Md by a

)f rough calculation, anc and onehal, to
-'three paunds Of sugar represent a aple's

yearly yield.
At any seaso of the year a sugar-busb

is a thing ai beaut>. In autumn, it.
*treueSstand $1hot through with fire-a still,

intense conflagration. In snow-tîme,
relieved Of their gorgeons burden, the

1gray' and naked framework of the branches
makesa pleasng tudy in firmymouded
strength, while, hidden somiewhere ini
theïr depth8, ane know, a littîe wether.
beaten sugar-house stands salitary, or i.
sentneld by a rough woodple.

The amaount of snow during the sugar
season varies with the year. Somnetimnes,
it ieso5 deep in the woods that the mnen
gather the 811P On now-shoe,and the
syrup cia ha "seugared-off» directl>' an a
snow bank, instead ai the traditional
bucket or tin pan pcked wth snw.
Again, it may chance that onl>'b>'scuring
crevices and hollows cmn snaw ha procured
for a "sugaring-off"

1What a halo surrounds the sugar seasons
ai aur achool days! Then it was, that the
place long held by apples, in the running
ai school ecnomics was usurpd b>'
ittle cakes ai maple sugar. Then, too, it
hppned that the lucky boy or grl whose

father awned a sugar-place, suddenly
mwoke ta an overpowering affluence in
the matteroafriends. Theremute hamm
subtle -cannection between the sweetnes
af maple sugar, and the dispositions af
sugar-makers, for it is an unwritten law
in the etiquette of sugar-bushes that
iree access shailha granted ta ail who case
ta came, and the achool boys Block like
bees ta the nearest ugir bushes, while the
cordial invitation: "Camne again, boys!
Camne againi1""la reiterated (and accepte«>
until one wondera ow base expnses
can be met.

Sgar Pard..

A LTOUGHsuga, parties arc same
the sap i. boiled down in the kitchen, and
music or games var>' the programme, stili
the woods forn the fitting background for
the ugir-part>' proper. The sap seethes
ia the big boiler inside the sugar-house,
deepening ini calor until it reaches two
successive stages known as "slyruping-
off," and "sugarig-aff.,, The boys
whittle industriousl> upon littie woadea
forks, or paddles, destined ta find a
vxation in canveying -sweets ta the

l,~t»Ti Pans arc packed with snow

ta form a resisting white floor
for the golden trail of the "yrp
which is ta be qSpra pon it
frosa the steaining boler.
Doughnuts, and picles are
often passed at a sugar part>',
as an accessory to the warm

S sugar; ma saIt codfisho ta
whet the flagging appetite.

Who can describe maple wax
ta those who have neyer known
the delight? Hard-baîed, it

naaPe in iced brittle strands,
when wrested froni ite 0w»
bcd. S5oft->oicd, it la a chilled,
velvet>' confection, 'la sither
case, it le Permeatcd by therich subtle hlavoir of the mapls.

And as we waîk homewa.rd, under thehigh, wild skies af Match, the voie of acrow ouda calaw throughl the air,winging hie way froni old-tîme hant t&
halant; now near, now faint with distance-.Meîtig P00ls becamie lakesofmoWtn
gld beneath a sunhet k>', and the mmdiropm behind mtark trec trunks te the
Purple edgc of a world.

MoblIliin our Naplas
T wauld ha but a faintlyCanadianhesrt
'that would flot beat ta a faster mea-sure at the thaught ai a marning such as

MiSS SPaffard makes so vivid and gocharning--aMorning shared with 01W
Own nMaples

But even apart froni the lare of the
4#hoar-frOst nmorings," froni the jo>' f
the Young day's brilliance and the keen,gay sugarparty. there la a motive thatshould send forth every . Canadien Who
neighbora a MaPlewod-....upped withthe full accoutrements ai thesapgathe-er.

For the maple trees have a gift for thecauntrY this yemr that should be appreci-ated as neyer before Our big need ja for
Production ai everything edible.

' e h re n h e h . t 1 . M a S
Wod antile f the l«

Bazr hou". tade 40 &e,

Already the Mflpes are Producing for usane of the 8taples we need 80mc.Th
swectness the>' are storing rmemns mare

thnpleasant flavrs, velcoame confections.
fi me-ns an lternwio4efr sugarI

E v r > ' p in t ao f y u p , e c y p u d n
sugarthatar aples give us this sprng,

Will help with "the sweetening of thenation" la this telling Year ai the war.
Sa if Y"u car, help ta gather this oddly-

timed harvest, 1bakta your p.ill and yourcauldrons....a e ady when the carliest
herald cries ."sap' s running 1",Moat of
ail, ha sure that there ia no contribution
la yaur district averlooked-hat tbere luno gift af sweet, valuahie sape silentl>'offered, that daes not met wlth a grave-
fui welcome, a cordil jaccePtance.
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