
THE VARSITY.
one reads in tbe sporting papers of the Varsity rugby
matches btetween Harvard and Yale :Yet the students
here calmly assume the name for this littie University of
Toronto, and wbien their friends ask tbern where they are
studying, tlîey confidentiy reply with delightful indetinite-
ness, Il Oh 1I'm attending Varsity "

Tbe fact remains, howcver, that Toronto isn't the
only University in the academic grove. Corneli and
Princeton could put in dlain-s just as strong-or stronger
than Toronto's for exclusive rigbit to the naine IlVarsity,"
but tbey would not abandon their soul-ronsing battle-cries
for any such colorless chorus. In another columun a yell
is printed whicbi it is suggestod ai students of Toronto
University use on Hallowe'en. If anyone bias any better
suggestions to offer afterwards, let bim snbmit the saine to
the readers of this paper.

Tbere is sometbîng very armnsing in ail this mad rush
for post-nominal capitals.

Over and above the Phi D., the University of Toronto
bas already two post-graduate degrees-the M. A., and the
LL.1.-and they are botb wvretclhed farces.

Student govern ment is being tried in the new dormi-
tories of the University of Pennsylvania, and so far bias
proved a complete success.

Abundantly confident as VARSI'rv is that its views on
the new Ph.D. course are perfectly correct, it gives the
editor much satisfaction to be able to quote the following
sentence from a note received the other day fromi one of
Toron to's brightest and niost distinguislied graduates:.
IlYour position on the Pb.D. business is thoroughly soinid.
I arn sure that practically every graduate whio bas gone
into the larger post-graduate institutions would agree
with you."

Atter ail there isn't such a very great difference
between the Il plug " and the Ilsport." The one cornes to
the University cbiefly for the sake of the sbeepskin, the
other for the sake of tbe pigskin.

The departmental societies are already setting merrily
about their merciless task of mnaking the narrow mind of
the average undergraduate still more narrow.

PROFESSOR PROUDFOOT OVERCOME.

During the third year lecture on Roman Law on
Monday, Professor Proudfoot was overcome witb weak-
ness, and felI to the floor. Tbe desk fell on top of the
old gentleman, but a score of students rushed to his assist-
ance immediately, and willing hands bore him to bis
private room. Once there, lie soon regained bis strength,
anîd wben bis carrnage arrived, went home. It is sincerely
hoped that the Professor wîil be able to continue bis lec-
tures.

EDITOR CASTIGATED.

7'o thp Edilor of Tim VARSITY:

DEI SIR,--As one of the rnany undergraduatcs of
tliis University whio read witb great surprise and disap-
proval the extravagant attack on the new PILD. course
wlncli appeared in the initial number of TH-E VARSITY, I
beg leave, in the absence of a dougbitier champion, to de-
precate the coursc pursued I)y thc collcge journal in this
miost important iniatter 1 do so tbe more readily, because
I am confident that tbe article referrcd to does flot at ail
represeîît thc views of the stndent-body in rcgéýard to the
inauguiration of the post-gradtiate work in Canada's great-
est Un iversity.

Those should be grave reasons indeed, tliat sbould
justify snclb a sweping, condemination of the new depar-
ture. Let mie conider the reasons assigned.

At the outset it appears tlat the establishment of a
Pi-.D. course in this University is a serions blunder owing
to tbe fact that certain niisguided mediocrities will seek
the new degree not for its edtîcational value, 1 )ut iii order
that their namies may have a Ilpleasant aizd înost siveet
sound.' No doubt sucbi a spirit would be basely utilitarian,
and therefore very reprehensible on their part but tiiougbi
tbis is a causic reflection on human frailty, very creditable
to the ripe experience of the editor of a college journal, it
does not carry mucli xveiglht as an argument aglainst the
efficiency of the course itself.

Again, Il tbe library is not at ail adequate to the re-
quireinents of post-graduate students." Most of us bave
been uinder tbe impression that 70,000 volumes in our
tasty abiding-place for books provide abundant opportun-
ity for tbe miost ravenous book-wormn, but if you have made
a personal inspection of tliese volumes, Mr. Editor, and
have found themn inadequate, 1 bow to your crudition in
this regard, but direct your attention to the fact that, even
if it were so, THE VARSITX' would be better employed in ap-
pealing to the patriotism of the friends and graduates of
this University than in ridiculing the heroic enterprise of
our Alma Mater in entering upon tbis great undertaking.

Further, Il it is only fromn a few ont of the many de-
partments that major subjects may be chosen," As a
matter of fact, we may choose froni six ont of the ten
bionor departments of stndy. Post-gradnate work bas been
commenced in the tbree science departmrents, and in philo-
sopby, political science, and oriental languages True,
one may not as yet pursue bigher studies in classics,
modemi languages, or mathemnatics, but THE VARSITY
wonild be the first to condermn raw haste. We cannot lhope
to bave a fully-equipped Ph.D., course in ail the depart-
ments fromi the very beginning.

Finally, sir, you are seriotisly niisinformed as to
the nature of the post-graduate course, whien you
state that Ilpost-graduate lectures will interfere with
lectures to undergraduates." Comparatively few lec-
tures wilI be delivered in the post-gradnate depart-
ment at ail, the object of its establishment is primarily,
original research. Graduates are to come bere to
work under the periodic supervision of the professors
and not to attend lectures. If you bave any doubts
upon this matter, I refer you to any of the members of the
Faculty in those departments in wbicb post-gradnate study
bas been establisbed, and as this is the matter upon wbicli
yon bave laid greatest stress, 1 trust you will remodel your
views.

Believing as 1 do that this movement marks a great
era in the history of the University, and that it is 50
regarded by tbe undergradnate body, 1 earnestly entreat
THE VARSITv to reconsider it's position.

Yonrs tmuly,
H. H. NARRAWAY, '98


