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muscle, to the top of the wall, and the
sawing of the timbers was with cross-
cut saws.

The organization required for the
building and the defense of such an
army of laborers shows a high state
of civilization. The man who began
the work was one of the great men of
the world’s past. He has been called
the Napoleon of China, and he to a
large extent was the founder of the
Chinese empire, His name was Tsin
Chi Hwangti, and he consolidated the
many kingdoms of China into one.
He built at his capital a vast palace,
with many buildings, which were
connected by colonnades and zalleries,

THE GREAT WALIL OF CHINA.

im height, and varies in width from fifteen to
thirty feet.

This wall is built right over the mountains.
It crosses peaks 5,000 feet above thesea. A
large part of it has a foundation of granite
blocks from two and a half to four feet thick.

The bricks of which it is made weigh from ]

forty to sixty pounds, are of a slate color and
measure fifteen by nine by five inches. They
are built up from the foundation in two walls,
each about thrce feet thick running paralle!
with each other, the space between being filled
with earth and stone wellrammed down. The
top of the wall is paved with these bricks, and
it average width is about fifteen feet. Oneach
side of the top along its whole 1,500 miles is a
brick crenellated wall between five and six feet
high. At short intervals the wall is crowned
by great two and three-story towers, made of
these big blue bricks, and at the passes in the
mountains therc are arched gates of stone.
Here and thare the wall is double, a second
wall running over the country some distance
back from the first, Much of the same wall is
still in perfect condition.

Two hundred years before our Lord came on
earth, when our ulue-blooded ancestors, half
naked and all savage, wsre wandering through
the wild forests of France, Germany and Eng-
land ; when Rome was still a republic fighting
her last battles with the Carthaginians, these
Chinese people built this mighty wall. There
was no machinery used, and few cattle and
horses. Every foot of it was built by man,
These doubtless carried the earth and stones
which formed the filling, in baskets, and this
earth was probably rammed down by means
of discs of stone or iron, as big around asa half
bushel measure, and from six to eight inches
thick as are used at the present time. It takes
eight men to each of these discs. There are
holes cut about its circumference. and in these
ropes about ten feet long are fastened. The
men stand at equal distances about the discs,
and by pulling back raise it and throw it up-
ward often to a height above their heads, and
it falls on the ground with a thud. A ninth
man often sings a song while these men thus
work, keeping time to his music with the
weight and joining in the chorus, the weight
falling at the end of every line. It is the same
with the packing of the earth with wooden
stamps.

The bricks were made by hand, and men-and

women aided in their laying. Such wood as
was used in the tower was pulled up by human

Each set of these buildings he had

made the exact counterpart of the
palaces of the rulers he had conquered, and he
took them to his capital.

. OHOCK SING-TOON.




