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Plnion was s0 strong against him

8 w H
hoken.hea::egoﬁfs.lled to quit the towna
that hot until twenty years after this
knd,the last witch trial toy(l)lz place in Eng-
"”‘ngu enh solitary men, hereand there,

ar l; Who began to preach, and write,
Beljeg, 8Y¢ against such an unreasonable
Qe lagt v 8 tide began to turn, and now
two cent::“?’ge of witcheraft, as it existed
M been ;}es,ggo’ has dieappeared. So it
king tha ith all great reforms of whatever
Tatie ave advanced with right and
“Traty is their side, So it will ever be.
ondog . 8267 and will prevail.”
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"“: Editor of The Week :
with n;:T(i]“. the school question is ever
that we % will not down, isa plain proof
the P'Obleze Dot yet reached a solution of
o publi regarding the relation in which
Tligi, C Echools should stand toward
Wbjeo; ‘intn still further discussing that
Li utt e columns of a journal, with

y w:;an?es on this question we do not
bagoniy esire to be understood as not

onj A
9“0::;;3 the editorial position, or as
™ Dointy o to prolong a controversy. On

8 We are thoroughl i
eay oughly at one, In an
in :;:tto find a true basis of settlement,
Pt iore eadeavour to maintain a sym-
fence ing:,;d for diversity of position. A
20 4 e editorial paragraph of April
"Pthe, ;’:ars moreover to furnish a still
W the ‘l:nt of agreement :  While we
T eaching of religion in the public
lng it w dP“?Ctlcable,we are far from think-
oqy» LO8rable, The difforence is obvi-
Oup Owp § wﬁ do not read into these lines
"%va]ueee Ings, but take them for their
the °3ira’b f’lV_B ha.vg a real starting point;
Publi, & 1ty of religious teaching in the
'?ltholic r?ols. In this case our Roman
hay thig dle.ndﬂ are right in determining
?d' our cemrabl'e course should be follow-
e, not i°ﬂtent_,1on with them is, there-
't!‘netion 8 the insistence that religious in-
mllmﬁon Should be given, but in the deter-
‘ that thewr religion should be
Unfor: ot this difference also obvious?
e wi l;llllat:gy ghat italicised word has
Draoti. . the denominations, and the
bl licet:?blhty of attaining to the desir-
ey reli ?th‘? too manifest fact that unless
‘eetaﬁang l‘{n 18 laught, or at least that their
Youlq gy, 'B€8 be not undermined, they
mlmt&inedmther bave an irreligious system
Ao op ig We do not desire to exagger-
% by, , onstrue, but the impracticability
;3 1) l;gn :elllglous instruction in the schools
,:y %hich ee Y to be found in our Christian-
Quigg)y - oeavOUrs to give glory to God
Peacy “poyn enduring division rather than
;’ﬂl. T erthe earth among men of good
‘n x.e&l‘efore, as a Christian man, striv-
% gy quize the Christlike Christlanity, |
:;llong thn'fent to leave the desirable as
Await i: lmpracticables, or in laissez faire
tble in 4. evolution ; what is truly desir-
Oh:ia?'or?l well-being of the rising
) o lanity, having the faith of its
mpoﬂ&ibili:;::tf %f)fave forever among the
: of life,
“ deﬁn?';‘z be well at this stage to attempt
%naide R on which to build our further
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L0 we ioi
i, mean by religion! Many
‘“b,]sctot: 8 haV_e been given, all must be

the limitation of language, and

THE WEEK.

no language can exactly bound the practical-
lyinfinite. Still some starting point must

be made, and we propose as the best we

have yet seen one taken from a writer in

the Schaff Heroz Encyclopedia : ** Religion

means the conscious relation bctween man

and God, and the expreesion of that relation

in human conduct.,” As that last expres-

sion, ‘“human conduct,” covers ritual as

well as general conversation, for the pur-

pose immediately before us we would limit

these words to what are generally known

as the moral relations of life. In this con-

nection we may recall a position taken

in a former communication, that elementary

education is all that the public school can

be called upon to give, and there is elemen-

tary religious instruction ; and that ele-

mentary religion we would find not in such

symbols as even the creed known as the

Apostles, simple as that may appear in

the sight of evangelical theology, but in

the two commandments on which Jesus

said hang all the law and the prophets ; in

such conscious relation to God as the Lord’s

Prayer expresses ; and in the practical rela-

tion to human conduct, as we find it set

forth in what is known as the Sermon on

the Mount. The only possible danger to

our isms in such instruction would be the

implanting of the truth that ¢ the love of

God 18 broader than the measure of man’'s

mind.” TuE WEEK disavows having * said

anything to indicate that religion and true

morality can be divorced,” though it does

“ maintain that they can be and must be

clearly distinguished ;" &nd it has instanced

such cases as those of Mr.J. 8. Mills and
Mr Herbert Spencer, who, agnostic in faith, .
maintain an exalted moral character. The

relevancy of their example is-utterly denied.

Their morality grew in an atmosphere

filled with the aroma of Christianity which

their moral consciousness separated from

the accretions that had been gathered.

They accepted Christian morality, rejecting

the dogma of the schools. I am not con-
cerned in justifying their position, but in

drawing attention to the obvious truth that

the moral excellence they as agnostics in a

Christian land manifested is one thing, the

morality which sprang out from an agnostic
goil is altogether another, and the result of

their agnosticism if accepted by the present:
and incoming generation may well cause us
to pause and reflcct. Their morality grew
in Christian soil, let it find an agnostic

home and we shculd find, do find, another
line of ethics, that of anarchy.

We would, in the sentence last quoted
from these editorial columns, change the
position of the adjective *true,” and then
make use of it in submitting a summary of
what we may call either axiomatic or admit-
ted propositions with what appears to us
necessary deductions: The teaching of
religion in our public schools is desirable
inasmuch as it is not possible to divorce
morality from true religion. As such
teaching confessedly should be elementary,
it is sufficient to define religion in this con-
nection as the conscious relation of man to
God, and the expression of that relation in
our moral conduct towards our fellow-men.
That in the ethical precepts of Jesus, and in
the prayer which He has taught us, we have
such teaching as will afford that which is
confessedly desirable, and if, as we fear is
at present the case, our denominationalism
stands in the way of that desirable end, to
that extent denominationalism is unfaithful
to its Christian trust, and is bound in all
honour to so amend its relations as to secure
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in a confessedly Christian land to its youth
the inculcation of such religious principles
as will give morality a firm basis on which
to rest.

In concluding these lines we would
repeat what we formerly stated, that the
man or woman who cannot express in moral
conduct to his or her pupils the conscious-
ness of relation to God, isnot fit to be en~
trusted with the education of our youtb.
We do not establish public schools to evolve
mere linguists, calculating machines, exami-
nation prigs, but manly men and womanly
women, fitted to be more than ward politi~
cians or parlour beauties, to be in truth the
worthy hetitors of as fair a heritage as God
has to give on this earth of labour and
beauty, our bright Canadian land.

JOHN BURTON.

MEMOIRS OF CHANCELLOR
PASQUIER.—IL*

This is the second instalment of a work
the first of which was noticed in these col-
ums some months past. Its perusal only
deepens our interest and our longing as we
gtill look for more. There isa charming
naivette in these Memoirs which reminds us
gomewhat of the essays of Montaigne, with
something of the same dignified man-of-the-
world honour. Lilke to the Vicar of Bray,
our author maintained position through the
violent political changes of Revolution, Con-
sulate, Empire and Monarchy ; unlike the
Vicar, however, his policy appears as that of
the patriot, true ever to his beloved France,
which to him was more than dynasty. Our
last review left him under the Empire, Pre-
fect of the Seine. In this responsible posi-
tion he faithfully served Napoleon, win-
ning deservedly bis confidence, till the straits
to which the country had been reduced in
presence of an exasperated and determined
continent imperatively demanded the abdi-
cation of the commander who had led the
army of Francs on from victory to victory,
and in her name had dictated terms of peace
to the proudest rulers of European empires.
Pasquier’s sympathios were undoubtedly
with the Monarchy, but Napoleon receives
full justic at his hands, and he takes, par-
donably, & Frenchman’s pride in viewing
# this powerful sovereign in thestoils of ad-
versity, this glorious soldier bearing up
against the buffets of fortune,” as after the
disastrous retreat from Russia with the fee-
ble remnants of his army he still kept the
field, and reduced the allied hosts * to such
a state of hesitation that, repulsed ten
times, they were on the point of beginning
a retrograde movement and allowing victory
to slip past them.” The Chancellor does
pot * venture upon a narrative of that cam-
paign ” of 1814, but ¢ can at least say that
it will live in history as an admirable and

precious monument of what resources mili-
tary science and skill can present, in order
to enable a handful of brave men to resist
the combined efforts of the greatest masses.
Impartial judges will ever see in it ome of
the finest claims to glory of the French
army.” The italics are ours, as indicative
of the national spirit, and taken in connec-
tion with another statement made in these
interesting reminiscences, calls to mind a
gentence of F. W, Robertson’s, of Brighton,
wherein, describing the commencement of
the Trafalgar battle, he speaks of the French
cry of glory being met by the sterner Bri-
*Memoirs of - Chancellor Pasquier. 1812-14.
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