O, 210, 1593, ]
go?:fy‘;’nade for the Congress by the
Y the B.orcester. In the course of this
Shurcy ishop recognized the assistance
oraly bad always derived from Non-
iting % and referred to spheres of
usefulness in which both could
inhgether barmoniously without either
mlingl ﬂny_ sacrifice of principle.  This
oy Pomnts to a much more practicable
: tP;ful means of promoting Christian
ey 82 the formulation of impossible
h"!iu:nd dogmas, as was done a few
© at the Lambeth Conference, A
My m)I:ﬁcnliarity of this Congress was the
\y, e.d by the President, the above-
N lsh"P, that it was more than any
hy imw°rklng-men’s Congress. For the
. t‘; wOTkl.ng-men had been invited to

Yol 8 subjects for discussion at the

cg(;lnen'g- meeting. Not a very won-

.'.uow:%smon, one might say, yet as it

.~ 0ne for the first time it none the
LI thed progress. A surprise to many
&y, “8rers would no doubt be the Presi-
LI carty acceptance in its main features
L 8d been described as an “insidious
i, % introduce the thin edge of dis-

m'ent and disendowment unawares’’

‘Qing :}':_"h Oouncils Bill. S) far from
e R 18 view, the Bishop regarded it as

Wral ang necessary corollary and

R QKMM of th . .

4 rugg 1 e County Councils Bill.
by ; his hearers against the tendency
‘ﬂ‘h ty 8%8ume that measures were hos-

® Church. Some so regarded had
% % to be either beneficial or innocu-

Cops
:fﬂtO;::lgf to the question of Disestablish-
w't\v‘ﬂ in, the President admitted that
Uy . ‘Be air”  Disestablishment in
hEngh:E only a gtep to disestablishment
;Q Chy 4. Taere was no such body as
"Eu, :cg of Wales. The Church in
?’ reh eclared, was as much a part of
%"bire of England as the Church in
\’be Or in Qornwall. The Bishop
%ﬁ‘hmz *rdoned for thinking that dises-
\°‘fld bem' Whether partial or complete,
\ g li'; blow to England and to the
Jth“ “« ‘e, But when he went on to
"ontpm ' was not one which they ought
:“nh]e Plate with alarm, as if it were ir-
h“ﬁpp]; 0d mugt of necessity paralyze
dee]he the power of the Church,” and
:?‘nd u‘h&t “her life and power did not
'h" gr ®stablishment or endowment,”
Y 4o cted with applause which was
‘“imer\gmﬁcant [t showed that the
Struck a responsive chord in the
earts of the members of the
the' ) aVing gone so far, it is a pity
8hop could not have seen his
Q'tq &eeto 80 farther and advise kis hear-
Ry, Pt digestablishment and disen-
%‘t! ‘n &dvance, and discount the

' b
Md@ﬁeeforehand, instead of declaring

Py e
\t t n.]ln‘mon to do their utmost to
t, Devitable, It is pretty clear,

‘ * ®at the defence is not likely to
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be very long or very strenuous, when the
defendants so plainly foresee and confess
that the battle is going azainst them, Still,
after this admission, it is scarcely too much
to hope for that the members and adherents
of the Church will yet go enough farther to
see that right is on the side of those who
are denouncing the establishment as an in-
justice and demanding that all churches be
put on an equal footing. It would be a
grand spectacle to the world, and save the
nation a vast amount of hard feeling and
bitterness, could the Church but acquiesce
in the will of the majority, and voluntarily
resign the invidious advantages it now
holds. Such a step in the interest of re-
ligious equality, freedom and brotherliness,
would be a spectacle for the nations.

it &

THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY.

For weal or for wos, both the spirit and
the methods of democracy are gaining
ground rapidly throughout a large part of
the civilizad world. Every new extension
of the suffrage in constitationally governed
countries is, of course, a step in that direc-
tion, and every such step is practically irre-
traceable, for whether the result prove
beneficial or the opposite, it is useless to ex-
pect that any considerable class of the people,
having once obtained a share in their own
government, will ever voluntarily relinquish
it to return to its former state of political
impotency, while any attempt on the part
of thoss previously accustomed to rule to
restore the old order of things would, almost
surely, be the signal for a struggle in which
the wany would be pitted against the few,
the masses againgt the clasces, in uncqual
contest,

Whether universal suffrage would be a
boon or a bane to those who arve demanding
it in various countries is not just now the
question. That would no doubt depend
upon circumstances. But that the current
is setting strongly in that direction in vari-
ous European countries is too clear to ad-
wit of doubt. To say nothing of the radi-
cal meagures now on the Liberal programme
in England, or the progress of socialism in
its various phases in Germany and else-
where, it is but a short time since Belgium,
in the adoption of its new constitution,
made a great stride towards democracy.
Just now the Liberal Cabinet of Holland
has a reform bill on its programme and ac-
tively promoted by its Prime Minister
which will increase the votes from three
hundred thousand t> nearly a million,
which means practically universal suffrage,
As the movement in Belgium no doubt
stimulated that in Holland, so the exam-
ple of Holland, in its turn, will not fail
to have its effect upon other countries,
Other influences, such a3 international
trade-unionism, will tend powerfully in the
same direction. Thus the movement goes
forward, gaining momentum as it goes.

1109

What will be the eftect of all this upon
the legislation of the future? It is already
sufficiently clear that the ideas of the com-
ing rulers are widely, radically different
from those of the old, in respect to almost
every imporiant function of legislative
bodies. Slowly, in the nature of things,
bui no less surely, these new ideas mus
make themselves felt. In the past, when
parliaments and legislatures were composed
almost exclusively of the land-owning, pro-
fessional, and titled classes, it was but a
natural consequence that the spirit and aim
of law-making should tend to the conserva-
tion of property and privilege. This means
gimply that the law-makers looked upon
questions which came before them from
their own standpoint. The trend of legisla-
tion in all progressive countries has been
for many years steadily in the direction of
larger regard for the rights and the general
well-being of the laboring masses. Nowhere
has this tendency been more marked than
in Great Britain and her colonies, But as
in most countries the balance of governing
power has still been in the hands of the
“ clagses,” the reforms introduced and car-
ried out from time to time have been rather
in the nature of concessions to popular de-
mand than the outcome of the adoption of
new theories of government. But the in-
dications are clear that, when the represen-
tatives of the workingmen shall have attain-
ed the ascendency which their numbers will
give them under universal suffrage on the
“one-man, one-vote” principle, they will no
longer be cont:nt with this kind or rate of

progress.
In a recent article, the London Specta-

tor comments with much severity on what
it calls the “levity ” of the Trades-Union
Congress at its late meeting. It is disap-
pointed to find working men awong the
number of those who are ready to try the
most momentous experiments in govern-
ment, without the hardest thinking and the
greatest clearness of view with regard to
what the end will be. Yet it finds in the
Belfast Trades-Union Congress more than
three hundred delegates—representing, they
say, more than nine hundred thousand
workmen-—accepting principles which, if
carried out, would at once revolutionizs the
conditions under which labor is carried on
throughout the entire kingdom. One reso-
lution, for instance, was carried by 137
votes against 99, atfirming that all labor
candidates, if assisted by the party, *‘ must
pledge themselves to support the principle
of collective ownership and control of all the
means of production and distribution "
* that is,”” says the Spectator, “ must sup-
port by votes and speeches the most gigan-
tic of all revolutions, the transfer of all
lands, all mines, all factories, all shops, and
all fruitful capital, to the State, which is to
become the sole employer of labor. We
wonder how many of the three hundred dele.
gates had ever thought for an hour on what
that tremendous proposal meant ; hid ever




