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be very long or very strenuous, whcn the
defendants so plainly foresce and confesa
that the battle is going a.ainst theru. Stili,
after this admission, it is scarcely too much
to hope for that tbe members and adberents

of the Church will yet go enough farther to
sec that rigbt ia on the aide of those wbo

are denounicing the establishment as an in-

justice and demanding tbat ail churches be
put on an equai footing. It would be a

grand spectacle te, the world, and save the
nation a vast amount of Lard feeling and
bitternesa, could the Church but acquiesce

in the wiil of the rcajority, and voiuntariiy
resign tbe invidious advantages it now
hoids. Such a step in the interest of re-
ligious equality, freedoni and brothe-rlinesH,

would be a spectacle for the nations.

THE FUTURE 0F DEMOCRACY.

For weai or for woe, both the spirit and

the method-i of democracy are yaining
ground rapidly tbrougbout a large part of
the civiliz-ýd world. Every new extension

of the suffrage in constitutionaliy governed
counitries is, of course, a step in tLat direc-
tion, and every such step is practicaliy irre-
traceable, for whetiîer tiie resuit; prove

beneficial or tbe opposite, it is useless to ex-
pect that any considerabieclass of the people,
Lavîng once obtained a share in their own
goveruiment, will ever voluntarily relinqui8h
it to return to its former state of political

impotency, whiie any attempt on tbe part
of those previously accustomed to rule to
restore the old order of things would, almost
surely, be the signal for a struggie in whicli
the rnany would be pitted againat the few,
the masses againat the ins~~,s unequal

contest.

Whetber universai. suff'rage wouid be a
boon or a bane to those 'vho ar-e dtmanding
it in various countries is isot just, now the
question. That would no doust, depend
uipon eý1rcuwstances. But that the current
la setting strongly in that direction in vani-
ous European countries is tooe clear to ad-

mit of doubt. To 8ay nothing of the radi-

cal measures now on the Liberal programme
in Ersgland, or the progrea8s of sociaiism in

its various phases in Germany and Oise-
where, it is but a short time since Belgium,
ln the adoption of its new constitution,
made a great stnide towards democracy.

Just no~v tLe Liberal Cabinet of llolland
Las a reforni bill on it,. programme and ac-

tively promoted by its Prime Minister,
whiclh wiil increase the votes froin three

hundred thousand t) neaniy a million,
which means practically universai suifrage,

As the movement in Belgiumn no doubt

stimulated that, ln Hollande so the exien-

pie of Hollande in its turne wiil flot fail
to Lave its eifect upon other countries.
Other influences, such Mi international

trade-unionisme, will tend powerfully in the
same direction. Thusî the movement goca
forward, gainin., momentuni as it goca.
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What wiil be thq effect of ai[ this upon
the legisiation of the future ? It is already
sufficiently clear that the ideas of the coin-
ing ruiers are widely, radically different

froni those of the oid, in respect to almost

every imporLant function of legisiative
bodies. Slowly, in the nature of things,

bu.' no leas surely, these new ideas mus
make theniselves feir. la the past, when

parliaments and legisiatures were composeci
almost cxclusively of the land-owning, pro-

fessional, and titled classes, it was but a
naturai consequence that the spirit and aim

of law-making should tend to the conserva-
tion of property and privilege. This means
simply that the iaw-makers looked upon
questions which came before thcm froni
their own standpoint. The trend.of legisla-
tion in ail progressive counetries bas been
for many years steadily in the direction of

larger regard for the rights and the general
wel hbeing of tise iaboring masses. Nowhere

bas this tendency been more marked than
in Great Britain and ber colonies. But as

in mnost countries the balance of governing
powur lias stili been in the banda of tbe

4classes," the reformas introduced and car-
ried out frtom time to timnw have been rather

in the nature of concessions to popular de-

mand than the outcorne of the adoption of

new theories of government. But the in-

dications are clear that, when the reprý,,sen-
tatives of the workingmen shail Lave attain.

cd the ascendency whicb their numbers will
give tbem under universal. suiff age on the
"one inan, one-vote" principle, tbey wili no
longer be cont 'nt witli this kirnd or rate of
progress.

In a recent article, the London Specta-
tor commenta within uch severity on what

it calis tbe Illevity " of the Trados-Union
Congress at its late meeting. I t ia disap-
pointed to find working men aasong the
nunîber of those who are ready to try the
most momentous experiments in govern -

ment, without the Lardeat thinkiîîg and tho
greatest clearness of view with regard to
what the end will be. Yet it finda in the
Belfast Trades- Union Congress more than
three hundred deiegates-rpresentitig, tbey

say, more thain nine hundred thousand
workmen--accepting principles whiclî, if
carried out, woiolil ;tt once revolutionizé thr

conditions under wbicb labor is carried on
throughout the entire kingdom. One reso-

lution, for instance, was carried by 137
votes4 against 99, aflirming that ail labor
candidates, if assisted by the party, Il muet

pledge theruselves to support the principie

of collective ownership and control of ail the
means of production and distribution "e--

II that is," says the Spectator, Il must sup-

port by votes and speeches tbe nîost gigan.

tic of ail revolutions, the transfer of ail]

lands, ail mines, ail factories, ail shopa, and

ail fruitful capital, to the State, wbicb is to

become the sole employer of labor. We
wonder how many of the three bundred dele-

gates Lad ever thought for an bour on what

that tremendoug proposai meant ; )i d ever
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