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ning,, a middle, and an enc-aq a sylogism-the Italian
form is besL fitted into twe parts, et eight and six lines
each. Milton, however, flews over from the first te the
second portion et lus ruetre, with the object cf I" giving
that pervading sense et intense unity in which the excel-
lence ef the sonnet bas always seemed te me mainly te
exist. Instead et looking at this composition as a piece of
architecture, makiiîg a whole eut et three parts, 1 have
been muroi in the habit et preferring the image cf an
orbicular body-a sphere or a dew-drop." A little furtlier
lu the samne letter Wordsworth says of the Italian con-
str-uction et the sonnet, 'lRusaell's upon 1 Philoctetes' is a
fine specimen: the first eight lhues give the liardship et the
case, the last six the consolation, or the per contra."

The sonnet in question is entitled

SUPPOSED TO BE WRITTEN AT LEMNOS.

on this bu i-de, wliese rugged rocks affriglit
T[hle catieus pilot, ten revolving years
Great Plze's son, unwonted erst te îeams,
Xept e'er lus wouild: alike eaclî rolling liglt
Of heaven lie watched, and bliined its ingering flight;
By d.ay the sea-niew screaining round hi8 cave
Drove sleiiber froin bis eyes; the chiding wave
And sa. age bowlings chased his dreains by night.
Hope stili wa-s is: in each low breeze that sighed
Throegh bis rude grot lie heard a comaing car,
lu each white clud a coinng sail lie spied
Nor seldein listeued te the fancied roar
0f oetastorrents, or the hoareer tide
TIhat parts faied Trachis frein the liuboie shore.

The stery cf Philoctetes is tee well known to epea
It was the aubject ef a drama by Sephoclea, and et a statue
by Pythagoras. The latter was said te have been se ex-
pressive et pain as te move the spectators te tears. In the
Berlin Museum is an exquisite geme supposed te be a copy
of the famous statue at Syracuse. "lTroy cannot faîl with-
eut bis arrows " waa the reason Ulysees and Neoptolemus
took htra rom Lemnea by artifice.

The author et thîs sonnet, Thomas Russell, lîke many
other yenng authors et bis day, was regarded and hailed as
a peetic genins et the higbest rank. The fate et Alexander
Snmith bas overtaken hin, and will overtake more te ceme.
The remarks ef S. T. Coleridge on Poetic Promlise can well
be noted in this regard "In the presenit age it is next te
impossible te prediot froni specimens, however tavourable,
that a yeung mari will tumn eut a great pee[, or rather a
peet at al." Poetic taste, dexterîty hi composition, and
ingeieus imitation otten produce peema that are very
premising in appearance. But genius, or the power et
doing souîetbing new, is another tbing."

Rtussell was twenty-six years old when lie died-either
from censuboptien or a broken heart, or both. Southey
called hîînIl"the beat English sennet-writer," and Landor
was extravagant in lis praise. us sonnets, with tew
exceptions, are net knewn, except te specialiats. That
quoted above is cetainly bis best, and cannot be omaitted
fmom any proper collection, whatever May happen te the
others. Hienry Francis Cary wrote that the whole of it
was exquîsite, anid Anna Seward called it "la fine and truly
Miltoie osonnet."

It i8 one et the examples [bat Mr. Tlieodore Watt
could select in support et bis wave tbeory-the octave and
sestet being splendidly opposed, in which respect it is cer-
tainly net Mltonie ; but the hiappy use ef preper namnes
in the final bines gives it tbat titie, as Cary peinted eut.

So tar as our limited knowledge et sonnet iterature
pertuits a remark, ne writer seems te bave sebected Euri-
pides as the subject et nwmoy ; and it may aIse be re-
marked that American writers have sebdom deait witb
Greek subjects at alil. Ronme, Venus, and Egypt seeni te
be more lu their line et poetic travel, se far as antiquity ia
concerned. Probably there are Bone hidden away in obd
mnagazinues.

£ie next sonnet we select forces us te skip a couple of
centuries in Greek chronolegy, and bringa us te bucolie
Bien, wio lias been preterred by some critics te Theocritus
as a pastoral peet, and te bis friend and mourner, Moachus.
It ia te the Idylluim et the latter peet on the deatb et Bion
that h1r. Lang refera in bis sonnet, and that we are iudeb-
ted fer aIl that la knewii et the peet.

DION.

The wail of Mosebus 01, the mnountains crying,
T1he Muses heard, anîd loved it long ago;
1 hey lisard the hkiolOs of the his replying.
They heard the Nweepig waters overflow;
They winged the saced strain-tlie song undying,
The song that al abuout tle w0rld nu$t go-
-when peets for a poet dead are sighing,
'heli instrels for a inin8trel friend laid low,
And dirge te dirge tiiet answere, and the weeping
For Adenais by the suiiier ses,
The plaints for LYcid5a-",sad Thyrsis sleeping
Fer f rom ',[lhe f,rest gronnd called Thessaly ")
These held thy mneinory, Bien, lun their keeping,
Anîd are but echoes of the nîcen for thee.

The beauty et this sonnet is apparent, and the di-sylla-
bic rliymes are peculiarly fitted to this elegiac strain. Its
simplicity recalîs the sweet plaint et Mosclius, and the
allusions te later dirges are felîctous. The chanm etf it is
enbanced hecause (in tbe werds ot Moachus himself) "'tis
our bard lot te bear duil barda grate eut their harali son.
nets, fiashy, rude, and vain.-Ith ila Mssil
exi8s, she must certainîy rejoîce '11 Mr. Lang'8 sonnet.

WHArr shall 1 give?' To the bu ngry, give food; te the
naked, clthes; te the ick, Borne comtort; te the sad, a
word et consolation ; te all yen meet, a amibe and a cheery
greeting. Cive forgivemiesS te YeUr enemies; give patiencete the trettul; give love te your bouseholds; and, above
alb, give yeur heart te Qed.

TUE WEE1C.

PARlS'IA.N LITERARY NOTES.

"L'EDUCATIeN ATHÉNIENNE." By Paul Girard <Ha-
chette). This volume tîceats of education in Atheîîs during
the fifth and fourth centuries B.C., that is, cevers the mest
brilliant eras et Greece, the peiods when she won lier
meat renowned victories, and wlien ber moat celebrated
philosophera, painter8 and sculpters fleurished. Respect-
ing physical tducation, the Greeks did net consider thatthe 8ummum borsum et their ideal, but enly an essential
element, a preparatien for the mens sana. Intellectual
education rather was [lue aim.

The bappiness, power, and greatuesa et the State were
the cherished ends et every Athenian; bence why thbe
State, te develop these, stepped in te direct and ute cer-
plete the education et yeuth. In practice, however, M.
Girard observes, the State neyer intemfered tilI the yonth
bad arrjved at bis eighteenth year. Then it became obli-
gatory for bu ite ecive military instructio)n, te ho initi-
ated lato ail the customs and institutions, te he made
acqua nted with ail those sacmed tbiugs that composed
country. Parents had thus thue fulest liberty lnu the
bringing up et their sons te their eighteenth year.

Sclioel-boy strikers will be delighted te hear, that
Grecian lads, wbether at scbool or exercise grounds, en-
joyed the tulleat latitude. Ail lbasons were short ; noue
partook et the home-bassons martyrdoiniet 1889. The
scholar could study when fie pleased, sud as hie pleased,
intersperaing with this freedoni ef stndy games and recrea.
tien, which relaxed bis mind sud vamîed bis womk. Plate
and Aristotie were oppesed te these paadisaical methods,
but their remenatmauîces were unbeeded. May it net ho
owing to the absence efth[is autoritaire pedagogy that the
Grecian youth excelled in. arts and letters, because net
cramped and constrained ?

Grecian acheol Programmes miglut net quite suit modern
boys ; but [bey suggcst greater eîastîcity in subjects, and
ne brain ovem pressure. Tiie aiii in Greece was, flot go
mucli te bearn, as to e beauow te learn. No attempt waa
made te turn eut Grecian lads encyclopuedista, Admirable
Criclitons, or big gooseberries. It was the nurse tirat
tauglit the Grecian youth te lisp ln numbers; she taugbht
bun selected songa and told hüa appreved tales. That
was a "lrosi " scheol. Ail gaies weîe amusing and hiad a
useful end. At the " Grammar " Scbooh [lue master or
.grammatit " enly taught the boy tbe tliree It's, Plus an

elementary study et the peets. The scheols were held in
the epen air, under trees or under [lie arches et a portico.
Ventilation and ligbt were thus secured.

Plate did net like teaching peetry te youth se early;
On the ether liand, youth as a mb la is ever lnjurod by
being rocked a little 'n illusions. Feeding yonth on posi-
tive knewledge, wlien its age demanda enly te satisfy an
ideal et itis own creating, is net exempt froni danger.
Salutary brain activity cannot be eîîgendered in youth
cabin'd, cribb'd, confiu'd, by the demain of liard tacts. A
generation et petit utititanians would deprive lite et its
hast sbned of peesy. Af ter t[e el"grammatit " succeeded
the professer et the fiuute and the citar-tlie latter becem-
ilig juat now a popular instrument~. Music was, in the
eyeS et the Greeks, for a long period [he meat perfect terni
et inteîlectual culture, as it ever remained one et their
moat delicate pleasures. Gymnastic instruction lncbuded
dancing, wrestîung, jumping, running, throwing the spear,
etc. Lastly camne drawing pilileoI0Y, science and phil-
osophy. Then [lie youtb was taken charge of by tbe
military professer, aîud driled and discipiaed te bleed at
Marathons and Leuctras.

"HIENutIETTR," by François Coppèe (Lenienne). The
author ia kaown by bis idylla, datîng troin 1875, by bis
briet atonies or,,contesq, publhîahed in 1882, wîîile the opera
bas Il -C p la inits repertory .lie now expanda itiia
novebuat, tonr"&IHenriette " la a simple and dlean romance
wherein the Popular poeic qualities et the authon are
dominant. M. Joppée describea the humble, witb natural
beart touches, whil, imparting nebiity te medest Wortb.
IlBernard " feouglit Weil in the 1870-1 wan ; on the retura
et peace he relapsed intie vice and died. lis Widew,
Young, et sculptural beauty, and stoical chanacter, nover
tailed la ber duty as a wîte, legs eut et live for ber Worth-
legs huaband [han eout.et respect for lierseif.

She eacaped backbiting bY the coldnesa etflier temper.
ment, but it pnevented lier at the sanie tme froni tathom,ing thbe deptb t olone10,l de Vois' love, wbo effered bim-
selt as 'Second liusband. She receivea the Colonel's
addresses wltb reserve -she je tightened by thie repulsion
et ber son, Armand, towards a steptather-tor mother and
son are oe in affection. Armand,'however, talla in love
witb a wonk girl, lienriette Perrin, and bis Mother be-
cernes ia tura jeaîoua et bis transterred affection. lien.
niette is very simple, although a Parisienne, and very
chaste in ber Passion, thetigh îowly. But Madame Brnard
cannot ses in lien other thiiiJg than a littie grisette, with..
out~ virtue as witbout 0rthography, wbo bas stelen ber son's
hearti, as she Wibl later accuse lier et killing hlm by typboid
tever, which bas carried hlm off. The mother marries the
Colonel; and the day she goes te the altar is that, when
Hienriette, refuged la an liospital, hears. toor[lie firiti time
et Armand's death. She writes treni ler deatbbed a
toucbing btter [Oý themother, imploring pardon for the
inveluutary tauît et boving ber son-te which ber beart1
abene was [lie accomûplice. Did M. Coppèe Write [the steryi
te give [bis Pretty letter 1 Mothens, censure [the authon
for nanking miaternai lovre as secondary in [the plot. Ini
the gamut et true.î ove, Whiçh note is firet ?

UNE COLoNIlE FÉODALE rjî< AmÉRIQUEl. By R. de i
Saint-Père (Pion). This is an interesting hiuqtof t[heo
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colony Acadia, discovered by Sébastien Cabeýt. i 11I1197, and
where the Frenchi established tliemselves in 1598, holding
its possession tili 1713, when the peace of Utrecht led to
its change of name to that ef Nova Scotia. IL is the
scene of Longfellow's IlEvangeline." The volume first
appeared in 1877, but the present edition is double in size,
by the introduction of comparisons between the theu and
now-the colonization systems of France and Enrîgland.
The author "labours" to prove, that the Frenchi colonists,
by their more vigorous bodies, more energetic minds, and
etten superior industrial habits, proved betteýr pioneera
than the Anglo-Saxon. This special pieading and undis-
guised chauvinisrn rather mars the interest and the efrect
ef the work. Hie attributes the success of French coloniz-
ation in Northern America te the adoption efthtle feudal,
the territorial, the social and the political systemns prevail-
ing in France during the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies. But these systemna failed in the niother country
itself. The second part of the book is devoted te the
history ef Nova Scotia front the peried ef its passing eut
of French into Engliah bands, and the fruitless efforts of
the French te throw off the Engliali mbe. The question of
Gallic versu8 Anglo-Saxon colonization is reselved a long
time since. The Frenchi can take territory, but do flot
colonize it; the English do both.

LEs NEGRES DE L'AFRIQUE SUSEQUATOItIAL. By A.
1-ovelaque (Lecrosnier). 'l'ho author 18 a professer in the
Anthropological Scbool, and deals with the mnieris, cus-
toms and usages of the inhiabitants of Senegal, Cuinea,
the Soudan and the Upper Nule. France is oceupied with
the seheme of a Trans-Saharan railway, 1,250 miles long,
destined te unite the Mediterranean with thc Niger, and
thus open up Algeria and Tunisia te the Soudaniese, who
are te people these possessions; te counterbalance-strange
aim-the IlEuropean foreigners and Arabs in Aigeria,"
etc., while utilizing the Arabs as a lien with the 8oudanese,
and thus prevent ail invasion of Algeria by the~ Central
Africans, etc. Another day-dream. IL iis Auj -Scirî, ini
the depurtment of Oran, that it ia conteniîplated te forai
the head ef the Tiîubuctoo-Niger Grand Truiîk. At first
it will be medelled on the hunes ef the irans-Caucasiami
railway.

In Black Africa, M. Hovelacque states tliat weînan-
as in other savage countries-is only the first of slaves,
tliough before ber marriage she eîijoys every liberty.
Matrimony is only a ceremony of purchase, cf wliich the
price is paid in slaves and cattle. The busband îa always
at liberty te send back the wife te lier parents, but on
condition of restoring ail the property lie reýceived with lier.
iPolygamy is general, but the collectfve wives constitute a
happy family, for liard work leaves them ne tiniîe fer quar-
relling. leritage is curions; preperty dees Diot descend
te a man's own children, but te his sister's children.

Slavery is net dislîked by the slaves, and three are
generally allowed te each free man. The head et a taily
is a despot, and the political system, a kind et oligarchie
republicanism, where the sovereign is ebected by the moan-
bood vote, and then reigns as a true despot. Leew of the
people but practise an industry-potters and ,,iiitlis are
most in repute. Agriculture is net ignomod, aînd in nmany
cases the land is cultivated in common by the village, the
produce - tobacco, ground nuts, cotton, etc., -- being
divided, folowing certain rules. The inhabitants are net
pastoral. Their money consisasof Indian shielîs, gobd pew-
der, copper rings, blade iron, and the sacrifice of linnan
victimas, net untrequent. The negro is incapable cf sus-
taining attention, bias much imagination and ne lack et
vanity. Hie acquires foreign larnguages apidly; lias a
natural inclination te thieving and a strong weakziuss for
begging. M. Irovelacque deliberately states that mlissionis
cannot civilize the negrees, but commerce can. They h)loiig
te an intellectual and moral development distinct frein
Europeans, thougb in other respects flot interier te tîhe
mass of Europeans.

THESIMPLON PASS.

T is probable that before many years railroad engineering
i.will have successfully evercome the great naturai

obstacles that have hitherto prevented direct railroad
communication between Western Switzerlaud anîd Italy,
and the Simplon route which has long been regarded as
uîirivalled as a mountain carniage road, will scon bc noted
for the length and number.of its rail way tunniels.

Knowing that the magnificent scenery et Switzerland
can only bo seen te advantage by walking or driviîîg, and
in view of the tact that perbaps the next time 1 visited
that part of the country the noelsty and discomfomt cf the
'nountain diligence would have gîven place te the railwvay
carniage, 1 decided te cross the Alps. inte Itaby by this
route, and on a briglit sunny memning in îast J uîy 1
climbed te the top Of the Swiss Poste, as the linge convey-
ance drawn by eight herses is called, and leaving the tewn
of Brieg, and the Rhone Valley, couîîenced nîy prograss
towards this interesting and remarkable Alpine Pas8.

it may be safely affirmed that nothing short ef ocular
demonstration can furniali anything like an adequate idea
cf the wonders presented by a trip ever this route, se
awtul and magnificent does nature here show herseîf.

The ascent begins almost immediately, and soon my
fellow travellers and I were wonderiîîg in whicli direction
the road woubd lead, s0 impassable did the rocky chain in
front et us appear, but, with remarkable daring, bumnan
ingenuity seems te have achieved a work wliich would
have seemed in a remotor age an idle speculation and the

road n soonhwed tsel 1n:ng1i-- srpnta -ngt


