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Whilst lie lived she was happy in a domestic life ideally perfect; his i)re-

mature dcath bas been the great sorrow of ber life. She bas liad tbe joy

of seeing ail ber chidren grow to rnaturity and marry ; and the soriow of

the untimely ioss of two of tbem.

It may be that we shall honour our august Sovereign more in making

the ceichratien of this joyous event an occasion in which to cberish our

national glory, than by limiting it to mere personal pSŽans. If peniteutiai

psalms to ocr own shortcomings be ornitted, our unconscicusness of the

largeness of tbis subject need not be assumed.

Calied to the throne by right of birtb, our Queen is the link that binds

the past to, tbe future ; the reminder ever present in aIl our public acts

that we are knit to and carry thein with us. Descended from. Egbert and

£rom each Flouse that bas occupied the thronc, since bis, she inherits thc

glories of tbe past, its mistakes, and soine of its difilculties. Like the

House of York she represents iegitimiacy, but slw is also of Lancaster tic

Duchess, and bas a Parliamnentary titie te the ('rown. l'hat titie bas not

leen dhailenged, nor is the question of the succession likely to arise. The

State, as sucli, lias been ut peace with itself, and none of its servants have

faltered in ailegyiance to i ts Sovereign. The last word is beî's, but ber

infallility is officiai, and, as tbe terni loyalty iinplies, it is as the em-bodi-

ment of law and order, of the forces that gather hy continuous duration,
and as thc representative of lier people's best, sel ve.s, tbat we kneel to lier.

She bas chosen the better part of being the tirst servant of the State, not

its master. Ail other functions curt'sey to that of the chief magistracy.

lier virtues as a womnan are of lesser moment. To have worni the (rown

tlrouigh ail these years without adorning it, te have kept thc oath nmade

at lier Coronation, and to bave conferîned to th(, usages of these wlio went

before lier, were surely ail tlîat ('euld have been asked. SIc found the

hazy question cf the R~oyal prerogative legallv what it had been for

almoat a century and a hlf ; and it is Her Majesty's highest hionour, by
acting in the spirit cf the Constitution, te be our tirst strictiy Constitu-

tionai Sovereigu. The records cf this reigiu centamn ne such incident

as the sumuîary dismnissal cf Lord Melbourtie's inini8try by her uncle;

and certainly ne such thing as the pelitical party cf 1'King's Frîends,"

that resulted so disastrously te the fortunes cf the Empire upon this

continent during lier grandfathîer's rcign. Thc " Bedchiamber " question

that arose the year atter the Coronation iniit, were the truc facts known,
be a case in whidh a party preference ivas shown ; thigh it is certain

that ne political motive prompted the course. At ne otiier tinie bave the

powers vested in the Crown been personally used by the Sovereign whilst

with Parliament and the Constitiiencies there lias heen ne interference.

Boniembering aise the passionate devotion cf the Jacobite party to the

Stuarts for generations after tiieir miseondluct lad forfeited their titie te

the Crown, ne thanks te lier MaJesty for lier wise course can l)e excessive.

Al] the great States in the world have been convulsed during this reign.

\Vc bave accu war waged ly cach cf Uhc other Great Powers of Europe, and

tiîeir boundaries aitered as th(e resuit thereof. \Vc have seel, a sixtiî Great

Power arise there upon the asbes of arîned revolution and conquest. At

our own deers, in that great nationî without a naine, cf our race and lan-

guage, witb a form. of gevernment diffrering littie from oui- own save in thc

matter cf headship, we have seen a question cf succession lead te a woe-

fui civil strife cf vast proportions- their own. fair soil tlîeîr battiefielde8-

their brothers tbeir focs !But ne stornis have couic nigli a throne broad-

based upon a people's love.

lier Majesty's scx lest ber the Crown cf H1anover, a kingdoin weli lest

from every point of view. lreland, however, sIc inlierited, and withi it tue

preblems that for centuries havc proved insoluble. It was tbere thiat our

colonising legan, and a considerable part cf the population cf tbat island

consista cf the descendants cf our early colonisits. Yet upon the Queen's

accession little moi-e than biaîf bei' sulbjects there spoke the language cf tIc

Empire. Now thc nuniber cf those wvho do net is trifling. Parliamnent

lias given an inordinate shiare of attention te tIe amdars cf tlîat Kingdorn

it bas even tried to remedy evils l>eyond the reach cf politics ; and thougli

tbeme efforts have necessarily failed in their intended objects, thc causes cf

unhappincss are laid lare and understood. Ediication le doing its work, and

that country, bound te us by the closest tics, iicver lad se, hright a future.

The rinlias wîtnessed changes in internai goverrumentpaeuy
made, that ainiunt te a revelution. Fifty years agc the effects cf tlie irst

Reform Bill were liardly realised; since tIen two furtber bills have become

iaw, and it may ncw le said tbat tlie whole nation shuares in its geveru-

ment. In Canada respensille government is net yet fifty years eld ; it

rests upon the samne broad foundations. Conifederation is leing tried, and

tlie care cf wide nortl-western territories undertaken ly it. The extreme

east and west are tied together withi steel. Wherever it has been practicahle,
the principle cf local self-government has been extended, even te townships.

Education lias leen recognised as the duty cf the State. Thrcugli sudh
changes as these the affection ef tlie people for tbeir Qucen bas been tlie
sure lulwark cf lier tbrone.

At tbe leart cf lier empire tbat freedom wlieh bas long been the boast
cf cur race las taken a step forward. Free Trade lias leen ventured

upen, and persevered in, toc, for forty ycars, thougli none bave dared te
reciprocate it. Free service lias been adliered te in thc Army and Navy,
whilst cempulsory service is the mile cf otler nations. TIe Army bas
had active wcrk cf some sert te do almost continuously tbrougbcut the
reigu; but as the revenues cf the Empire have neyer leen strained, tbe whcle
pcriod may be termed peaceable. The revenues of tliat amply cndowed
British Temple cf J'anus-Grenwicli Hospital-iave, for the flrst time,
been diverted te liappier uses. Thc supremacy at sea, won Finally ut Tra-
falgar more than eighty years age, las remained unquestioned. The Navy
lias net lecu idie. It s hips lave been controlled ly seientiflc men, lent
on wresting frem Nature lier secrets, and thc titular captains cf suob abips
have performed tIc lumîler duties cf sailing-masters. For commerce it
lias rid thc ocean of piraey, and the smallest vessel is now as safe on the
remotest sea as it would be on Lake Ontario. If its lumane crusade
against slavery lias net entirelv abolished tlat trade, tlie transport cf slaves
ly sea is tee liazardous te le profitable. The world bas shared in tIc
benefits cf these unheroic lut not inglorieus services ; they are net,

hîowever. tbc cnly recuits of lier MJcsty's naval supreinacy. TIe rapid
growtli cf a Sonitbern Empire lias hecomie possible. TIat growth is as
marvellous as a fairy tale. There was ne colonist in New Zealand upon
fier Majesty's accesision ;and the înost populous colony in Australia hap-
puly bears ber naine ; its capital-tIc finest eity iii thc Soutîcru imis-
pliere-that cf lier first Prime Minister. Freedom tîrives in tIe happy
hines cf thc nmillions tliere engaged in tIc goed work cf turning wilder-
ncss-s into gardeus; and the throne las a uew luttresa in their loyal
devotion.

The lark cloud that lurst on India thirty ycars ago preved te le a
passing eue, and wc have since seen its silver lining. The Mutiny led te
tIe extinction cf thc East India Company, and te the transfer of its powcrs
te the Crewn. The responsihility of the Goverument cf one-sixtl cf the
luman race ly a people thousands cf miles distant iii stupendous and
unparahlcled. We can look witli prude upon the beneficent spirit cf lier
Majesty's rule tîcre. No spoil from conquered provinces fills lier gencral
coffers. The revenue coiiected ly ecdl Gevernment is liinited te its own
needs. The control cf tbese vast dependencies is a triumph cf statesman-
slip, and an evidcuce ou a large scale cf wliat trained intelligence, aniniated
ly a love cf justice, can do. That it mnay neyer be decided whether those
possessions are a source cf weakness or a vast reservoir cf strength, is the
prayer cf ail who love our country or ocr race.

Slips, Colonies, and Commerce bave retained their old, almeet paramnount,
importance during this reigu, and it is net surprisiug tîat thc dettands,, cf
ever-widerîing interests slieuld lave led te some extensions cf territory.
The surprise is that successive Ministries slould bave succeeded se well iii
resisting, tIc ceaseless pressure frem se many quartera. Excepting the
one European War, every ether muy le called a commercial one. TIe
roînantic expediticn to, Alyssinia, aithougli undertaken in pursuance cf the
Cîvis BRonanus .çum doctrine, is bardly an exception. Glory bas net been
souglit in war. Territory las net bcen acquired by it, except whcre other
and larger intercats rendered it necessary. lu tIc Russian War 0cr inter-
ests were net directly involved. We drifted inte it, estensibiy te enferce
treaty obligations. Thc glory cf it lelonga te thc troops alone. This
was a soldier's war, and neyer did British treepa show greater intrcpidity.
[n evcry lattie, even wben opposed by mucb greater numbers, sheer cour-
age and firimness rendered them magniflcently triumphant. Unaided ly
marked tactical skill, devotion and faitîfuincas te duty woe feunld in
every tent and cvery liospital.

Tloroughness cf service lias cîaracterised ail walks of life during this
iîusy reigu. That ne one, in any calling, howevcr great lis menit, should
have oversladowed his fcilow-werkers, clearly points te a very higl ave-
rage cf excellence. it was net always so. In thc glorieus reign cf Eliza-
beth, thougli the one man wbo lad ne equal did net take lis place, tIe
fame cf Sir Phuhip Sidney was brigît enough te thîrow a bale round his
Q ucen ;and it las shone with undimmed lustre tîrough tîrce centuries.
As lie did littie, it may le said to, rest upen the promise ef usefulneas
reundcd ly a deatl entirehy noble. Thc man placed in command of 0cr

Army in thc Crimea served lis country for flfty yeurs, and lef t us the
exaniple cf a life deveted te trutli. No mcdioevai kniglit cf strictest vews
ever served lionour more faitlfully or witl more success. Nor was lis
death less noble or leas pathetie than tbat cf Elizabetl's licre. 111 served by a
Govermient weak and diapirited by reason cf divided counsels, attackcd
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