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HREEAND THERE.

le these days of active trade competition and keen rivalry in businesi,
that are trying the souls of merchants, and applying with relentless forcE
the law of the "lsurvival of the fittest " to him wlio would Ilkeep shop,'
hOw curious it is to find that, of ail tradesmen, the chemist and druggist
%10O16 seems to have immunity fromn the operation of that principle in
eConolnics which governs supply and demand, and has its effect in cheap-

endwares and diminished profits. To-day the chemist, it nmay be
hazarded, is paid as mucli for lis potions and decoctions as hie wvas paid
in the times of the Alchemists, and for Il a dramn of poison' h e abstracts
froln the pockets of the ailing about as mudli as iRomeo fiung at the
8aPothecary in the streets of Mantua. The failure of a druggist is as rare
98 the bankruptcy of a Jew, and what wonde.r, so long as five cents' worth
Of drugs and two cents' worth of bottie, wrapping paper and sealing wax,
Conlniaand seventy-five cents, or a dollar! Then think of the one or two
4t1ndred per cent profit upon perfumery, articles for the toilet, liver and
luflg pads, seltzer water, and feeding botties for the baby, flot to speak of
the Eldorado mine in physicians' prescèriptions, pharmaceuticai preparations,
%ild ail sorts of patent medicines and nostrums ! Yet we are told that this

1a scientific age, an age of medîcai researchi and investigation, of mudh
'tUdY in physiology, large practice in chemnistry, and a wide familiarity
'9ith the Materia Medica. But the masses, notwithstanding, pay a dollar
an~d a-haîf for an ounce of hicarb. of soda, put up, as a conteniporary points
'uit, with sealing wax or red twine, when almost a cart load of Il bakin-M
80da" Inay be had at the grocer's for the samne mnoney. XVhy must this go on?
9,4d what potency is there in a Latin prescription, compounded by soine
einist prentice-lad, that should charm millions annually out of the pockets

of the public ? We have competing schoois of medicine, keen rivairy
aIIIong doctors, and institutions where advice, and even medicine, can be
hald gratis. But there we foolishly stop, thougli ail nature cries out for a
faîl in the prioe of drugs, some conscience in the dru"' ist's shop, and active
COraPetition in the trade of the apothecary.

TIIE enterprise of the New York Ilerald is notorious, but Mr. Gordonbeli-tett's latest resolution will in ail probability mark an epodli in
JoUirnalism. The Ilerald is prepared to expend a million sterling, or indeed
Whatever sumn may be required, upon a trans-Atlantic cable direct, connect-

"19 Fleet-street, London, with Broadway, New York. Nor is this aill as
'JOOn as the cable is at work, which it is f ully expccted to be in July next,
a European edition of the Ilerald will appear in London daily. The
41etropolitan daily press requires to be aroused froin its respectable lethargy,
"11d the Ilerald men, with their American smartness, are precisely the men
to do it. The difference in time between London and New York is about

~1' orconsequently it will be possible to niake full use of the wires
fri oth ends. One curious result will be that spceches in Parliament

rQdIe, say between tbree and four o'clock in the rnorning, may be read in
fQ4t by the New Yorker at breakfast time, whereas the 'Londoner will be
fortlUnite if he finds a vilely mutilated travesty of the same proceedîngs in

0"Or other of lis evening journals.

T'in latest dudeism is bracelets. Il We have seen maies from time to
tiie Who wore them," writes a society journalist, Iland who always had

elf.etmgc explanation to the effect that they were the gif t of a deceased'St4r, or a collar that once belonged to a toy terrier. But now to be inthe fashion, the dude lias to wear short sleeves and cuifs and a big goldbaeT. his is as it should be. If we had our own wvay hoe should wear
"kl6ts, a bahl and chain, and a ring in hig ilose; a tiara underneath lisîohsterPot lat, and an engagement ring on lis third finger ; a bouquet-

dero it a big sunfiower for a chef d'oeuvre at the theatre, and a four-

Whread in a New York paper that a noticeabie feature of tlie sleigh-
1l'eI turna-out "lon the Avenue " and in Central Park this year lias

Ste winter costume of the gentlemen, wliose coats of beaver, astraclan,
8ealskin tlrow the ligliter garments of the ladies quite into the shade.
w0mn, in fact, looked poorly and thinly clad beside husbands, brothers,~' overa, whose caps and coats cost as much as lialf-a-dozen of Worth's

eXPensive creations. Indeed, the outfit of an American gentle-
ltWinter is vastly more costly than lis coachi, landau, tandem, or four-
'Ieas seen on the Avenue at Newport in summer time.

CRRESPONDENT, revisiting Washington after an intervai of somew rites :-Il Quantum mutantur. Charles Sumner's oid house is now an
annexe; Edward Everett's is occupied by a War Department

office, and so is the house in whicl Seward was nearly murdered at the
time of Lincoln's assassination; the houses of Staunton and of Hamilton
Fish are boarding-houses now; and Daniel Webster's former residence lias
been converted into a beer-saloon."

A IIIGHLY draniatic scene took place on the Esplanade des Invalides
the other Sunday afternoon. ,A larg~e do"' inatrile state of rabies,
after biting several other dogs, rushed at a group of chuldren who were
playing. A Inan darted out of the crowd, and, placin g himself in the
path of the dog, aceepted battle with the animal. The man and the
brute roiled together in the sand for some minutes. TIen the nman rose
vîctorious. Hie had broken the creature's spine ; but lie was streamning
with blood from the bites lie had received. The crowd applauded, and
ga tbering round himi, pressed liin to have lis wounds cauterised."N,
said the liero of this adventure, in a firmi voice, I have a wife and thrce
childrern. My wife lias broken my lieart, and I amn rejoiced to know that
I carry in mny veins a poison that will kili me." H1e thon ran from the
scerie of the struggle, and wvas soon lost to view.

TiiERE, is a fate in things. Lord Tennyson nover couid lose that cloak
of his-even at an Academy banquet. Tt was always too shiabby for tIe
most careless of Bohemians. The gods would have him wear it ever, and
neyer wear it out. 11e thought, however, that lie might get a new robe
for the Irouse of Lords, and lie ordered the saine. The gods seem, toi have
been angry. Those robes went a-mnssing Lord Tennyson could not, for
some days, get himsolf sworn for want of them, and was as offectuaily
excluded as Mr. Bradlau gh froin a lawful seat in Parliament. Clearly it
wvas the intention of Olympus that lie should bo sworn in the familiar
robes which have figured so long in London and the country. His pro-
posai to ring out the old, ring in the new, was resented by Apollo, and
hie should have claimied a poet's right to dress as lie pleases, as a Peor.

A CORRESPONDENT fromn Manchester, England, writin g on the politicai
situation, says "Tliere is an independent political party forming, which
is to have an independent club and to bring forward independent parlia-
mentary candidates. Who the promoters of this movement may be I kniow
niot, b)ut probably it wvill be found that, as usual with self.assertivo
' independents,' they are a mere knot of bitter partisans and fanaties, or
if not, a collection of persons to whoin any new ' fad' is welcome. I
doubt if either of the gcreat parties in the State will be mnuch alarmed at
the advent of this new rival." An independent "lparty " would be merely
another party. The proper indopendence is that which is free from al]
party.

AMERJCAN ffUMANITY IN THE CIVIL WAR.

Ta discussion raised by Colonel Denison's vigorous critique on Genoral
Grant carnies back my mmnd to the days whidh, as a visitor to the United
States, I spent in General Grant's camp, almost within sigît of Richmond,
towards the close of lis last carnpaign. General Butler was my Iost. H1e
was tIen busy in digging lis canal at Dutel Gap. I have flot followed
witl unvarying sympathy the General's subsequent career as a politician,
but I have a very pleasant recollection of huîn as a kind and jovial host, a
lîvely teller of good stories, and a chief wliose roughness of manner
evidentiy did not prevent him from, being extremely popular wîth lis aides
and ail about him. is chiaracter lad suffered muel fromn an erroneous >
version of his New Orleans proclamation. is style on that as on other
occasions lad lacked refinernent; but lis action was in substance riglit,
and probably averted bloodshed. I amn, of course, not going Ito ofler an
opinion on military operations, or to debate the question wliether Grant
miglit not have got to the point at whidli I found him and Lee entrendlied
in face of oacI otler, and apparently at a deadlock, witlout a sonies of
murderous battles. But I wrote to my friends in England at the time
that ail the stories current as to the composition of the Federal army,
xvhidh representod it as a mercenary ralible of foreigners, vagabonds, and
Indians picked up as food for powder, miglit be at once dismissed as
fables; tlat so far as a civilian's oye could judge, the material of the army
was vory good; that tlere was every appearance of strict discipline, and the
field works, whidh. were immense in extent, seemed by their finish to
bespeak- care and zeal in their construction. One man of Indian blood I
saw, but lie was an officer in uniformn and with the usual side-arma. No
doubt there were mnany substitutes. But wliat regular arSy was ever
composed of disinterestod volunteers ? General Grant was not witli the
army at the time. Hie liad gone to Washington to confer witî the Preai-
dent, probably about Slerman's decisive, move. But I visited has tent and
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