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OUR FIRST VàAMILIER.

Firsi Paper.

There is no denying tbe fact that in point of an-tiquity the French Acadians of the Maritime Provinces
ante-date ail the inhabitants of British origin. Theyare our "'first famnilies," and are entitled to whatever
consideration naturally attaches to that distinction.
They occupy the same position with regard to this landthat the descendants of the Pilgrims of the Mayflower
hold to the people of New England, or the first Dutchsettiers of New York to the present inhabitants of thatstate. They have been here for more than two hun-dred and sixty years, and during that time they haveclung tenaciously to the soil of their beloved Acadia,that land of forest and stream to which their fatherscame so long ago, and in whose soil ten generations oftheir race are buried.

The first French census of Acadia was taken in1671, the year after the restoration of that colony teFrance under the terms of the treaty of Breda. it wasdrawn up by Laurenit Molin, a grey friar, who wasperforming tbe functionà of a curé at Port Royal, andwas forwarded to the French government by the


