
Boards of Health.

In view of the fact, that the Provincial
Boardi of Healhh bas recommended that
consumrption lie placed on list of infectious
diseases, the action of the Ontario Legis-
lature in relerence thereto will lie awaited
witb interest.

TUBERCULOSIS IN4 THE PA14-AMEIIICAN

MEDICAL CONGRESS.

An interesting discussion took place in
the section of bygiene on lepros>' and
tuberculosis. Dr. Lee, of Philadeýlphia,
read a paper on the former subject and
Dr. Lawerence F. Flick of the sanie cit>'
one on "The contagiousness of pulmonar>'
consumption." As to, the need of meas-
ures for the prevention of the spread of
these two diseases, the opinion of the
section was ver>' pronoanoed that stricter
precautions are mucb more needed against
consumrption than against lepros>'. Wc
have more positive testimon>' that tuber-
cuhosis is infectious than bas been present-
ed that lepros>' is communicable. One
fueiner onl>' uttered a doubt as ho, the
contagiousness oftuberculosis,and it is quite
likel>' that the eniphatie opinion of the
other menibers and the unamumous vote
against him have caused bum ho modify
bis way ot thinking. Dr. Fli_ýk referred
to the error that the germs of this disease
nia>' be inbaled witb impunit>' b>' the
healthy, and be was strongiy of the opinion
that the most healthy persons are very
sure to came dlown with the disease if
habituali>' exposed to the bacilli of tuber-
culosis in badi>' ventilated aparhmenhs.

The following ,rtýsolutions were adopted
hy the section :

Resolved, That it is the view of the
section on> hygiene, etc., that in view of
the tact that tuberculosis causes more
deaths than any other disease, that it is
known to bc communicable, etipeciahlly ho
persons living în bouses and shops with
cpnsumptives, that the attention of national,
state and municipal authorities he directed
to the necessity for controlling the dis-
semination of the disease.

i. B>' notification b>' physicians and
househohders.

2. lB> regulation of the residences of
the ttiberculized.

.3. By conhrollUng their movements so

secretar>' of a local board of health
about a mi who kicked up a row,

;e his bouse, infected with scarlet
was placarded. How silI>' bis

-neanor ought to seem ho hinii wben
cris that the presiderit of the United
set bum an exaniple of a gdbôd law-
g citizen b>' havi ng the White House
Jed hast vear on account of the

A Municipal Reform.

The city of Hiaverhill, Mass., with a
population of about 28,000, have adopted
the Swiss system of Referenidum and
Initiative. This means that any nicasure,
by-law or ordinance passed by the count-
ci], except sucýh as are declared urgent,
shal flot go into force for thirty days,
during which p'eriod the people mnay peti-
tion to have the matter submnitted to a
general vote, and if signed by 1 5 per
cent. of the electois, an election must be
held. This is the Referendumn. The
Initiaive provides that the electors may
petition to have any nieasure they desire,
introduced and passed by the council. If
the counicil refuses to pass the measure
thus introduced it May go to a vote of
the electors, and il amnended in counicil
both the original proposition and the
amendment must be voted on. A writer
who bas investigated the workings of the
Referendum in Switzerland, testifies that
'jobbery and extravagance are unknowD,
and polities, as theie is no money in it,
bas ceased to lie a trade2. The men
elected to office are taken front the ranks
of the citizens, and are chosen because of
their fitness for the wuork. The peuple
take an intelligent interest in every k;nd
of local and federal legisiation, and have
a full sense of their political responsibility.
The mass of useless or evil laws which
legislatures in oilher countries are con-
stantly passing with littie cunsideration,
and which have constantly to be repealed,
are in Switzerland not passed at ail,"

The county counicil of Victoria b>' by-
law at their Novexnber session ordered the
following amendment to sec. 5 of the
Municipal Amendment Act, 1893, which
calîs into requisition in ever>' municipality
a treasurer's cash book and other regula
tiofls:

That the word "dybo"shall be substitutedl
for the word " cash-book " in subsections i anti 2

respectiveiy ; that the provisions of sub-section
shail fot appiy Io the receipts on account of non-
resident taxes and percentages, the treasurer to be
at liberty t0 enter the receipts nientioneti, in t he
day-book periodically as heretofore; that for the
purposes of sub-sectioo 2, reiating to the exhibi-

btoofcertain books at meetings of the council,
when so direcieti, it shaîl be sufficient to show

thle totals of ail the receipts andi payments up to
the day on which the meeting shahl be held, and
Io account for the amnoint at the credit of the
municipality, by the production of the bank pass-
book andi the cash in the treasurer's hands ; and
that sub-section 3 be, and ii. hereby deciared not
to be in force.

The tact that the section of the act re-
ferred to provîdes that it may be changed
by by-law of the counicil shows, that
the legislature did not consider it
perfect. The reason sections, are
passed in this wày is that councils often
negleet the regulation of the manner in
which their financial business is conduct-
ed, and in some municipalities where the
treasurer bas been in office for somne time,
sucb interference on the part of the
counicil mrtight~ be looked upon as a reflec-
tion on a capable rnan's system. We

recomrpend a'] counicils to consider the
regulations and onl>' amend theni when
they ascertain a that change is actuai>'
necessar>'.

We notice that sanie county councils
have decided to petition the local legisa-
ture to provide for the reduction of coun-
ty counicils by raising the number of voters
required for a deputy reeve froni 5oo to
8oo. We see no objection to this, if at
the samle tine the act is amended by re-
quiring a village to contain the same num-
ber of voters before becoming incorporat
ed, and b>' providing that when a village
voters' list shows less than that number of
names the>' shal lie attached for the pur-
pose of representation in the county'coun-
cil, to the township or townships to which
the village originail>' belonged. This
would in some instances entitle the vil-
lage and township combined ho a repre-
senitative and eflect no saving. Until the
district systeni is advocated for the elec-
tion of counit> counicils, no move for re-
form in this direction will ever bie success-

A correspondent in the Globe writes in
reference to tha effort of the Prison IReform
Association to bring before municipal au-
thorities the necessity of classification of
prisoners in county goals, as follows :

1 have not a littie experience with county courn-
cils, andi I must say frankdy, thougb regretfully,
that 1 see very littie hopie of accomplishing any-
thing in couinty goal reform through moral suasion.
CoUnty coLunCillIs, are unfortunately, electeti
yeariy, insteat of for a longer lime, as theyshould
be, an (i, as a resuît, they will incur noa expense
that wiil in any way lessen their chances of re-
election. The oni>' remedy, in my judgment, is a
radical one, viz: Firstly, to miake it compulsor>'
on the part of county councils to make special
p'rovision for the poor of the county;aa.d secondi>',
for the governitint t0 assume absolute controi of
common goal management. On generat princi-
pies, 1 arn opposed tu the centralilsation of in-
creaseti power andi patronage in the hantis of the
governnment, but this is an exceptional case, anti
necessit>' knows no la w.

Our prison aystema requnires unification with a
central controllhng power, thue saine as our educa-
tionai systeni, if not made a part thereof, and the
sooner tbis is biroughit about the better.

A count>' clerk and practicîng barrister
writes : 1 find your paper very entertain-
ing and valuahle, and 1 must halte occa-
sion ho compliment you and vour co-
editors on the success that bas attetded
your efforts. The different -heads are
careflxlly and ably manageN and are
authorihies on the various subjects on
which the>' treat. The legal brandi is of
great inherest to me, flot only as county
clerk, but ini ni> profes.sion, as ail the
receut decisions on municipal law are
carefually and correctl>' reported. The
correspondents' branch, too, is a great
boon to, municipal officers, as it gives themn
an opportunit>' of ventilating tbeir respect-
ive grievances, real or imaginary, in sucb a
inanner as ho bring theni proniinently be-
fore those concernier!


