
ON TRUC TION

WILLARD CHOCOLATE COMPANY'S

Willard Chocolate Co's Premises
Several1 of the structures illuisitrated iii thiis

issue relate to. devélopme-iïts in o-ne particular
vicinity of Toronito, and reflect a .steady expan-
sion of industrial. and commercial requirements
which is characteristic of most of the principail
Caiiadian ýcities. The Williard Chocolate Com-
pany 's factory, on Wellington street west,
Toronto, o-ne of the subjeà's pres-ented, is quite
represlentative of a certain class of buildingçls
being ereèted. It is of miii1 construction,
56 x 200 féet, providfing altogether approxi-
mately 56,000 square feet of floor space, die
plan and equipment being of a character in
keeping with the usua ifeatures in a builing
of this type.

"Cob Houses"
In. a recent issue of -the London Daily Mail,

Mr. T.- C. Bridl-es writes interestingly on the
subjeet of "cob houses" which correspond to
the "adobe" on this continent. This qnethod
of building was discontinued in England about
sixty ye'ars ago, but now an atternpt is being
mnade to again bring it into use to meet the
housing needs in certain. districts.

"IAil over Devoni," says the writer, "aad
do>w-n around Essex as well, oob walls, cob
cottages, and cob outbuildingis are everywhere
to be àeen. Very picturesque they are, too, es-
pecially-wlen whiite or pink washed.
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"ICob is a clay inixed with straw, and buiit
ulp just like. modern concrete. A bottomless
trough is used, made of two- parallel planks.
The clay, mixed with chopped straw, is pressed
Anto it, and each course is allowed to dry before
the mnext is put on. The res-ult is a wall of great
thickness, considerable strength, and of sucli
durability that cob houses are stili inhabited
which were built five or six hundred years ago.
A eob house welI thatchied is warrner in winter
and coroler in s'umnmer than iny brick or stone
building, and there are no sucli walls for ripen-
ing wall f rit as tho-se constructed in this simple
fa shion.

"Nor is 'cob' confined to Devonshire.
There are oob walls in Somierset, in Northamp-
tonshire, and probably ini other parts of the
eountry as well; while in Mexico, Texas, Ariz-
ona, and in So>utherni California. iany of the
great ranch houses are 'cob' ail] through, only
th'ey eall it 'adobe.'

In. view of -the crying need for new cottages
in the near future, the writer suggests th-at in
"icob" rnay be found a cheap and satisfactory
subs-tituite for brick or stone. H{e tlien explains
timat "cob" is far drier than inost of the build-
ing stone used, claiming it to be one of the rnost
picturesque of building materiails, and con-
cludes, with a strong plea that an effort should
be made iii England, to resuscitate this almost
forgotten method of construction.
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