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4JANADIAN PATENT LAWS.
Vè bail hoped that the efforts put: forth for the

pait.few jears, te secure amendinenteto the Patent
dlss f this Province, so as to asfsimilate îhemt to

the laws of ail other enligbtened nations, wouid ere
this bave been successfül.. Another session of
Parliament bas bewever corne and gone, and
notbing bas -been done, except to subinit te Bis
Excellency -the Gevérnor General, the following
Report, by the late Minister of -Agriculture, the
Hon . L. Letellier -

diThe following statement demonstrates, that
notwitbstanding that the number: of applications
for Letters Patent is greeater, and the revenue front
this source bas been hàrgeri neverthele, the in-
crease bas net been. so rapid as in former years.
This is easily explained by the faet that the public
have, for the 148t.twu years, been. anticipating
importent modifications of the.iaw regulating this
op .ecies of property. On the other baud, patents
are ev.dently acquiring great6r importance than
heretofore, since the number of -transfers bas in-
creaqed Thie increase iiidicates asalutary deveiop-
ment of tho spirit of industrial enterprisle, which
caunot fail te benefit t1je commercial and agricul-
tural interests of the Province. This progress ts a
inatter which demands (rom the Government serions
attention, and a thorough congideration of the
metins best adapted te the perf'euting of this brancb
of the administrative service, in sucb a, manner as
.to define more clearly and more efrcaciously the
respective rights of inventors and of the publie.
COMPARATIVE SATE3PPNT Or BUSINESS TRANSACTED)

1861. .-160 8142 '0 2 3 $302.7

1862. 180 160 72 - 17 8,660.90

1863. 20i 156 78 4 1 3,759.75

Fo>r several years past, it seema te bave been
admitted that our lawtu relating te the granting of
letters patent fer.the protection of inventions and
discoveries, require certain modifications and tbe
enaetmnent of new provisions, witb the view of
smn lifying and regulating thiis brancb of the public
service.

The graduai increase in the business of the
Patent Orace afirds, front -da# te dapr further proof
of the necipiqtity of an earli revision of the law
relatng. to that. deparîmextt.

0fail. thé modifications which. have been dis-
eussed, for soute tinte past; the* nhot im portant are
undiiubtidly those. wbîch wôuld have t he effeot-of
assimiilatink.our laws imore cio@e1y te' those of the*
natiuns now at the beadc itlzti td pérrit.

inventors. frontm ail counitrie to. enjoy amontirai us
that protection wbich is.now alffured îbem alniost
every where.

The eÉpedienc.7 and advanitages of auaameasure
bave frequently been debated. 1 think that the
reasons given, and whîch ean te suggest t hem-
selves the fir8t fromn a simple examiniiin cf th*le
question, militate strnng)y in, favor cf a more
libéral systemt thtan that which ie possi.ble under
the uresent iaw.

N ow, by enabiing the subjecta of etber countries
to taka our lettera patent amongst us, upon the
samne footing as our >wn penple,* we shalh at once
tbrow open te inventera residing in oure-ountry a
vast and fertile field, front whîeh tbey are at preizent
excluded-the States of tbe neighbibring Ulion,
whicb, by recent enactmnents, bave offered tbe pro-
tection of their Livre, upon the same footing and
upon the saine conditions as te Americans thein.
selves;, te ail! inventerae the subjeeta of countries
in which protection ie extended te .American
inventions.

By following shisýexample cîf liberal legitiation,
we should at once put an end *te the pâsition of
inf'eriority in whîicb our own people, as well as ail
other British ebjects wbo, cornte to reside amonget
us, are now placeed.

But there is a mo~re pressing ennsideration which
tieems to mi.e deserving of our immédiate attention,
and which ahould induce us to adopt a more liberal
syetem, innsmûucb as it *affects -more directly the
interester of the greater numbe; i mean the stima-
lus which muet of necessity be imparted te our owi
mannfacturing industry, by affl'îrdisig protection têL
macbinery and imp reved processes'originating in
other coutries, but wbicb, for iack of adequate
protection, no one ever seeke te introduce amongst
us. It is quite evidsent that the establishment of
new machitiery, the preliminnry ost of experi-
mente, the construction of models, &c., necespitating
as they de, a certain out *lay of capital and the
incurring of ri8k, te whichthose wbo bave only te
copy wbet bas been already e&oeted are not exposed
serve, te a certain extent, to, deter foreign inventera
âud capitalista wbo might bc disposed te estahhish.
new branches of manufacture in our midat, whicb,
by enploying wit.hin the country or primary
agencies, tbe arms ef our people and oucr native
power, wotuld bave the effeet of augmenting tbe
g enertil prosperiîy. - y insking it a simple con-
dition for the protection afforded te patentées that
the mi*acbiiery or improved -production should b.
maufactured' witbin the Province, a provumioa
adopted *in France and several ;other countrie,
consumers would bie 1,rotected against an outside
mone)pmly and our niànuf.icturers againet unfair
competiton. .I migbc refer te several machines
and manufacturing proceees whicb would receive
mucb more attention and be developed in our midst,
if the holders of foreigu patente could obtain in this
country the saine protection whieb is sfforded te
themt eloewbere. I shail cite -but one case of tbis
kind,' becaiuse it afflects more imntediately the
interests cf the agrieultural classes, to show thal;
ceetain products whièb are. n .w uieglected or lest.
w0uld becosue available for useful purpeses, and
that coinsurnera and the, public genertiliy would.
thems lves re.ap tbe greaîas3t ixvantage frontmt6


