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CANADIAN PATENT LAWSE.

- % We had hoped that the efforts put forth for the
past. few.years, to secure amendments to the Patent
Laws.of this Province, go as to assimilate them to
the laws of all other eulightened nations, would ere
this have been successful. Another session of
Parliament has however comé and gone, and
nothing has ‘been done, except to submit to His
Excellency the Governor General, the following
.Report, by the late Minister of Agriculture, the
Hon. L. Letellier :—

“ The following statement demonstrates, that
notwithstanding that the number of applications
for Letters Patent is greuater, and the revenue from
this source has been lurger, nevertheless, the in-
crease- has not been. so rapid as in former years.
This is easily explained by the fuct that the public
have, for the list.two years, been. anticipating

- important modifications of the law regulating this
species of property. On.the other hand, patents
are evidently acquiring greater importance than
heretofore, since the number of ‘transfers has in-
creased This increase indicates a salutary develop-
ment of the spirit of industrinl enterprise, which
cannot fuil to benefic the commercial and-agricul-
tural interests of the Province, This progress is a
matter which demands from the Government serious
attention, and a thorough consideration of the
means best adapted to the perfecting of this branch
of the administrative service, in such .2 manner as
to define more clearly and more efficaciously the
respective rights of inventors and of the publie.
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For several years past, it seems to have been

admitted thas our laws relating to the granting of
letters patent for the protection of inventions and
discoveries, require certain modifications and the
enactment of new provisions, with the view of

fimplifying anq rggu}apipg this braneh of the public

gervice, :

" The gradual incrense in-the business of the
Patent Office affords, from-dai to day, further proof
of the nécgasity ot an early revision of the law
relating to that.départment. - ’ . ’

* OFf .all the modifications which have been dis-
eussed, for some time past, the most importantare
dbdoubiedly those which ‘would have the effect-of
assimilating our laws more closely to those of the
nations now at the head of civilization, and permit-

“inventions.

inventors.from - all countries to.enjoy amongst us
that protection which is now afforded them almost
everywhere. ' ©

The expediency and advantages of auch a measure
have frequently been debated. I think that the
reasons given, and which seem to suggest them-
selves the first from a simple examination of the
question, militate strongly in faver of a more
liberal system than that which is possible under
the present law, S

Now, by enabling the subjects of other countries
to take our letters patent amoungst us, upon the
same footing as our own penple, we shall at once

 throw open to inventors residing in our-country a

vast and fertile field, from which they are at present
excluded—the Scates of the neighboring Uiion,
which, by recent enactments, have offered the pro-
tection of their luws, upon the same footing and
upon the same eonditions as to Americans them-
selves, to all inventors the subjects of countries
in which protection is extended to American

By following this.examplé of liberal legislation,
we should ‘at once put an end to the position of
inferiority in which our own people, as well as all
other Britigh suhjects who come to reside amongst

us, are now placed.

But there is'a more pressing consideration which
seems tp me deserving of our imwediate attention,
and which should induce us-to adopt o more Jiberal
system, inasmuch as it ‘affects wore directly the
interests of the greater number ; F mean the stimu-

" lus which must of necessity beimparted to our own

manufactaring indastry, by affordiog protection to
machinery and improved processes originating in
other countries, but which, for lack of adequate
protection, no one ever seeks to introdnce amangst
us. It is quite evident that the establishment of
new machinery, the preliminary cost of experi-

| ments, the construction of models, &c., necessitating
. as they do, a .certain outlay of capital and the

iocurring of risk, to which those who have only to
copy what has been already effected are not exposed
serve, to o certain extent, to. deter foreign inventors
and eapitalists who might be disposed to establish.
new branches of manufacture in our midst, which,
by employing -within the country oar primary

_agencies, the arms of our peuple and our nativae

power, would bave the effect of augmenting the
general prosperity.- By making it a simple con-
dition fur the protection affurded to patentees that
the machineiy or improved ~production should be
maoufactured within thé Province, a provision
adupted in France and several other couuntriés,
consumers would be wrotected against an outside
monopuly and our manufacturers against unfair
competition. . I might refer to severul machines
and manufacturing processes which would receive
much more attention and be developed in our midst,
if the holders of fureign patents eould obtain in this
country the same protection whioh is afforded to
them' elsewhere. 1 shall cite but one case of this
kind, because it affects more immediately the
interests of the agricultural classes, to show that

_certain products whi¢h are n.w’ neglected or lost.
-would become available for useful purposes, and

that’ consumers and the public generally would
themselves reap the greatest advantage from guch.
& measure, C



