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iiesslike management is above ail things desirable. Vie

bave confidence, from what we hear of the plans of this
canlipany, that Canadian gamne, fish, vegetables and
fruit "Mnav be macle more fainilîjar ta the Eniglihman in
England than they bave ever been befare. 0f otîr fruit
the~ ,uy something already, and of aur rreat and
ebheese; but of aur fish and gai-e next ta natlîing. It is
aý shirewd idea ta place tupan the Ohi Country market
,our delicacies as well as aur staple faads. The London
znarket alone lias a tremendous capacity for sncb Mer-
chandise.

EGG DEALERS CAUTIOUS

Recently we made saine camments on the generaliy
,unprafitable character of' the season just clased for eggs.
This lias been a feature af the trade flot anly ini Canada
but in the United States as well. A trade paper pub-
lished acroqs the line states an seemingly good autbority
that the lass an cold starage eggs lias amounted in Chi-
cago alone ta between $750,oa0oand $i,uaa,ooo, and takïing
înta cotisidt ration the lasses ini New York, Boston and ather
large centres, the loss is considered ta aggregate very close
tipon three and a hall millions. This estimate
kioes nat include sums lost by cancerns in small
country tawns, whose number is legion. ln Canada it is
diflicult ta arrive at a definite estimate, because there is no
'record of the quantity of eggs cold stored or pickled ' but
after a fairly careful canvass of the trade we believe it
^wotld bie wîthi the mark ta state that the loss ta
'Canadian dealers wiil lie from $100,000 to $200,('00.

,Country dealers and nierchants, tao, wbo neyer cold-stared
ü-ggs befare, bave in înany cases lad a few hundred cases
put a\way last summer, the reason no doulit being the bigh
prices and good profits which prevailed in the previans
~vnter seasan.

Early exparts ta Great 13ritain, made an contract, are
said ta have shown sanie little margin. Later anes, how-
,ever, thrown on a bad nmarket, resnlted in serions loss.
The British importers, tao, 'state that they lost money on
their contraits, and are very adverse ta repeating themn
ihis season except at very low prices. A number of the
large dealers here bave written their cansignars ta the
eflect that unless they can buy pickled eggs on a
basis of 6/6 to, 6/9 c. i. f., they will flot tauch theni

preferring ta take their chances of the market later
en in the season. With, the lasses that Canadians
biave experienced this year, the large dealers have
,determined that unless they can 1)uy eggs at 2 or 3c.
Iower than last year they wîiI nat pickie at aIl. This
ineans that eggs should be bouglit in country towns of
:about 9e. per dozen, for the best estimates caleulate that
it takes 5c. per dozen ta pay for the loss in cracked and
snîall eggs, railroad and ocean freiglits, cases and fillers,
commission and incidentai expenses for selling. This would
inean that eggs bouglit even at 9c. would actually cast 14c.

before any profit could be obtained by exporting. It may
be mentioned that the usual standard for eggs for this
-purpose is that they should weigh iÎ lbs. ta the dozen, sa
that poor stock will lie out of the running. The range of
prices for eggs ini New York and Toronto on Mardhi st
iduring the past few years is presented in the following

table.
New York
Fresh Eggs

i aîc.
14C-

141c.

Fresh
14Cý
23e.
17C.
1 9C.
28C.
16C.

Toronto
}'!ckled.

I3e-.
14ÎC-

23C.
ICÎe.

It will be seen fram the above that the prices for eggs
last seasan were abnormally higli. In fact, looking back
still further, it is found that they then reached the highesc
point in mare than ten years. The prices quated for Newv
York are for specially selected No. i stock, and indicate
quatations on a new-laid basis. Cold storage eggs were
selling at this time at anywhere from 5 ta toc. per dozen,
and, as stated above. it was in cold-stored and pickled
eggs that the serions lasses were made. The open season
bronght large supplies of fresli eggs earlier in the
season than usual. From information already coming
ta hand, it may be gathered that there wvill be a consider-
ably larger number of eggs praduced this year than last,
the high prices which prevailed last seasori having
stimulated the raising of liens, the farmers realizing they
were anc of the most profitable departments of their busi-
ness. It should lie remembered however,that onc cause of
the higli vaîneof eggs last season was the enhanced price of
beef and nearly ail food materials. Tbis year however,
these will be on a lower basis, and, as one cansequence,
the price of eggs will fali also.

COMPROMISING STOREKEEPERS.

Curions it is, how men, keeping general or other stores,
who have repeatcdly failed ta meet their engagements, stîll
appear ta wishi ta continue a losing business, and try to
effect comîpromise arrangements witlî creditors. Curions,
tao, that so many farmers, who should be tic niost indepcnd-
ent and prosperous of mien, determine to try merchandising
for a living. They maostly faau, and who can wonder at it,
for they have liad, as a rude, îîa training for storekeeping,
wbich is not as sîiple a business as it looks, Sometimes
thley drift ino business through the death of a relative who
lbad been a slîopkeeper-and it appears ta bc considered that
aîuyone who cau read and write is able ta buy ani seIl goods
aud niake a profit. Sametimes a farmer niarries a busi-
niess. so to speak, that is to say. lie miarries the Froprietress of a
business, or marries the widow of a business man andl thiok,
lie will be able ta replace lier liusband. Let ns cite an in-
stance or tvio, froni onr correspcïiden'ýs in Halifax and
Quebc this week:

Moise Daîgnanît, af St. Etienne de Beanharnois, Que.,
was originally a farnier, but about eleven years ago he inar-
ried the widow af anc Crepean, who lad been a general
storekeeper, and took up the business of the husband. H-e
did not prove successfol, and in 1897 arrangcd a comproise
at 50 cents. He is now reportcd in trouble agnin and has
assigned owing abont $2.300. A general dealer named Elzear
Belleau, at St. Aubert, Que., is reported as offering 55 cents
ili the dollar, cash, on liabilities of about $8,ooo. Hc is a
tinsmith by trade, but thouglit lie was clever enougli tr% keep
store and went into general mercliandise somte ycars ago.
HIe bas always sliown a disposition ta, expand, eveîîtually
apening a brandli store at St. Paniphile, in the saine cannty
of L'Islct, near the Maine boundary. H1e lias been reported
mucli expanded and hard up for sanie tume past, and no
wonder. At a place called Colemnan, near Alberton, in tic
north of Prince Edward Island, livcd a farmer named W. H.,
Barr. In ipai lie sold his farm and started storekecping. lu
December iast lie was reported as wislîing ta compromise,
afferiog 2o per cent. Now lie lias assigned. Happiiy, lie
does not owe mucli. If lie succeeds in getting the com-
promise lie wants, lie need only provide himself with $400,
for lie is said ta owe something less than $2,ooo, ail toid.

OUR SAINT JOHN LETTER.

The announcement of the Grand Trnnk Railway maniage-
nient that the company's transcontinental fine will have its
winter port at St. John, lias created great interest t1hroughout
New Brunswick. Whule the plans of the cornpany have flot
been divulged it is recognized that to reacli tlîs city fromn
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