244

land and |
tuture time amcue her pumerous
perfect unity in all pats of the world.

Besides the Bisiwps and such of their eler-
ay as visit g land on this important ubject,
tliose who remain in their Dioceses are ex-
pected to give thetr own views, and inas far
as may be those of their Clergy and Laity, so
that the result mnay be justly considered the
voice of the Colontal Chiurch at large,

Now, althongh we may not reckon very
miuch open the positive benetit 10 be derived
from the multitude of suggestions which
will be brought forward, yet there would be
the advantage of considenng beforchand,
whatever would be likely 10 be urged in
the Colouies for or against the act before it
" had passed. Besides the moral effect would

be of gieat value by showing the members
of the Church in the Colonies, that a mea-
sure so important had not been agieed upon
without due teference to their wishes and
sentiments,—and in the next place it would
be much more easy to support the system
afterwards against any atteinpts 1o unsettle
it an being a_ system established on mature
consideration, and with a desire to meet the
viows and opinions of the various Colonics.

Even after all this previons care and de-
liberation, it might be wise to limit the con-
tinuance of the measure on its (irst enact-
ment to four or five years, and in the mean-
time 1o invite an expression of opinion from
the dillerent Colouies as to the working of
its various provisions, so that it may bemade
as perfect as possible beforo it becomes a
penmanent law, . .

The system by which tho Episcopal
Church in the United States of America 18
governed, and that m Scotland, would natur-
ally be considered in framing the Constitution
of the Colouninl Church, and some hints might
possibly be derived even from the Jooting on
which the Protestant Church has been pla-
ced by the late acts of the Government in
Frauce. :

The members of the Episcopal Church of
the United States were unavoidably influ-
ouced in laying the foundation ‘of their
system by considerations which do not apply
in our case. They would not submit to a
cuntroling power ina foreign country, for
that would bhave placed their Church in a
disadvantageous light before the publie.

With us there need uot be, and is not in
fact any jealousy of the kind, on the contrary,
I believe the geueral fecling of the Laity as
wellas tho Clergy at present would be found
to be in favour of sceking security against
orror and against rash chngc:s by having
all material points subjeet to the control of
the Mother Chareh, and not lefi to be deba-
ted or resolved upon by Colonial Conven-
tions or convocations,

Let us suppose then a Constitution framed
in England under the best advice and upon
mature consideration, the most desitable
course would, 1 think, bo to giva that Church
Coustitation to the Colunies by an hnperial
Statute.

But, here we appreliend a difficulty will
present itself, if the Bilt should go inte such
dotails in regard to Church government and
discipline as it ought to do. Would the
House of Commons entertain it? and would
the Government ask them to do so with the
hope of a satisfactoty result? I hope they
could: but 1 fear they could not.

If the Government conld and would pro-
cecd in that manner, aud if a Statute cculd
. be passed, approved of by the heads of the
Chureh and placing the Chureh of England
in the Colonies on tinmer ground as to doc-
trine and discipiine, a very great object
would be gained, because then the Convoca-
tion or whatever it might be called, within
each  Diocese, not having these mattors
within their reach (and [ think they ought
not) would be occupied only in such things
as would not disturb the mnity of the Chureh,
that is, in enforcing the power given by the
Constitation in regard to discipline, and in
regulating and advanciug her tempoal in-
terests,

This great advantage would follow from
having our System of Church Government
resting on ruch a funndation, as could not be
readily disturbed ; for it would not be easy to
procure any alteration of what had been so
carefully considered. And we might ho
that the Counstitution would be found to be
sustained by the geueral voice ot the Colonies,
although there might be an unfortunate spirit
prcvaifinvnt tnnes i one or two of them
that would unsettle any sound System, if it
could have its way. ‘

If it should be found that the Government
would decline attempting to procure from
Parliament a measure which should go sutli-
ciently into details, the next best thing would
seein to be to proveed at uny rate as hus been
suggzested in devising a Constitution by con-
sultation among Colonial Bishops, and with
the Government and Spiritual Heads of the
Church of England, and then providing for
a convention of the members of the Church
of England, Lay and Clerical, in Jduce form in

i o gain the assent of the Colonial Church to a
; Constitution setiling all cardinal points and
: placing them beyond ‘the iulluence of dis-
_turbing forces within the sepurate Dioceses,
* which might destroy the unity of the Church
“and impair its resernblance to the Church of
. England in England. .
Weinust all agree with Sir John Packing-
ton in objecting to the plan of setling each
, Diocese separately to work to lay down a
- system for managing their Ecelesiastical. af-
fairs. Some points of vital importauce to the
Church might, [ fear, be placed eitheratonce
orin time,under the influence of various caus-
es, onsoinconsistent a footing in the different
Dioceses that the Church of Englaud would
no longer seem to be one Church in the
Colonies, and we should have some Crotchet
established uander peculiar circumstances in
one Diocese which would tend to unsettle
the Church in other quarters, when, without
such example the proposition would have
received no encouragement, Moreover, the
preponderating element in the population of
a particular Colony— the tone of public
feeling on various questions—the accidental
circumstance of the personal characterof the
Bishop who would first have to set the
machinery in motion—his  discretion, his
firmness, and ability to resist pressure and
various other circumstances, would be almost
certain to bring about diflerent results—and
possibly, in some Colonies, results that would
be much regretted, and ought to be depre-
cated in all.
Aund besides, there may be differences in
the present actual coudition of the several
Colopial Dioceses which could hardly fail to
occasion a far greater diversity than ought to
prevail in one Church in regard to matters of
common interest. '
CONSTITUTION.

The Members of the Church ot England
in the Colonies, desire in the first place, that
the Constitution, or Act for the better govern-
ment of the Church in the Colomes, should
acknowledge the Suﬂm:macy of Her Majesty
over all persons in all causes Ecclesiastical
as well as Civil, within her domwions. We
are deeply seusible of the necessity of pre-
serving that Supremacy unimpaired, and are
determined, in so fa1 as in us lies, to maintain
and defend it.

We desire, in the second place, that pro-
vision be made that the Church shall continue,
as we have ever been, an Integral portion of
the United Church of England aud Ireland—
enjuying the teue Canon of Holy Scripture as
our Rule of Faith—acknowledging the three
Crecds as an authentic interpretation of Holy
Seripture as they are embodied in the Liturgy,
maintaining the Apostolic Form of Church
Government by Bishops, Priests and Deacons
—and we declare our firm and unanimous
resolution in dependance on the Divine aid,
to maintain those benefits, and transmit them
ummpaired to posterity.

Hence we deprecate all attempts to tamper
with the Doctrine of the Church, or any of
her formularies. We deprecateany tendenc}yl'
to add to or diminish the deposit of Fait
committed to the United Church o1 England
and Ircland as a Branch of the Church Catho-
lic—or to narrow her terms of communion as
laid down in her Book of Common Piayer
and Anticles, for the preservation of which,
we desire to express our deep thankfulness,
and it is our earnest wish that Provincial and
Diocesan Convocations in the Colonies, niay
be restrained from meddliug with, much less
fromaltering such high and weighty matters,
and that they be confined to discipline and
the temporalities of the Church, and such
regulations of order and arrangement as may
tend 10 her efliciency and extension.

The Constitution having secured the ag-
knowledgmeut of the Royal Supremacy—the
Unity and sound teaching of the Colonial
Church in all things evsential, and her
identity as an jutegral part of the Church of
England might proceed.

1st. To restrict the Proviucial or Diocesan
Convocations of the Colonial Church from
entertaining any proposition for any change
of the articles, Doctrines, Liturgy or offices
in :lhe United Church of England and Ire-
land.

2ud. To provide for the enforcing of pro-
per discipline—the method of proceeding
upon complaint aguinst any clergyman,—
for immoral counduct,— insubordination,—
habits and pursuits inconsistent with their
sacred calling, neglect of duty, unsound
doctrime, breaches of orders &c. &c. The
sentence that may be imposed and in cer-
tain cases the right of appeal.

3rd. To provide for the appointment and
removal by due authority, and after proper

eacons.
4th. To provide for dividing the Dioceses
into Panshes with proper reguTations in caso

purposes only.
J:l:e To provide f(or the extension and!
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celund, and insure through all : cach Colony, and submiltinglhq Coustitution | temporal intetcetq of the Church,—by t‘he
bunches, ; 0 their adoptiou.  The great object wonld be | members  assessing  themselves to raise

Funds for building, repairing Churches,
Parsonages, School Houses, for the support
of the C?crgy and School Masters, and the
maintenance of Public Worship,

6th To proviie for the regnlation of lees
: for marriages, baptisms and burials.

These and various other matters aflecs
ting the welfare of the Church would
| 1equire to be taken up one by one and provi-
i ded for—the design being 1o have certain
things fixed by superior authority so as to
be subject to no change by auny legislation
withie: the diocese.

I would more briefly recapitulate what
appears to me desirable, :

st. That one Constitution be framed for
the government of the Chucch in all the Col-
onies.

2ud. That the Constitution should provide

1. For the establishment in each Colonial
Diocese, of an Assembly for managivg so
far as may be committed to it, the affairs of
the Church. :

2. For giving such assembly the most
appropriate name.

3. For establishing how 1t shall be com-
Eosed, as to the pioportion of Clergy and

aity—what shall fonn a quorum—how

uestions are to be decided—what regula-
tions as to times of session,—prorogation—
adjournment &e.

4. Who shall preside—if the Bishop,
shall he possess an absolute veto, or,one
modified, or merely the casting vote.

5. Shall there be a power in the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, or the Crown, to
disallow, within alimited period, any law or
regulation of the Convocation. '

El"‘rom a review of these principles and
details, two or three good mea could, I think,
in asingle week, suggest a system for them
all—=not such as would satisfy and please
every one, because that is not to be hoped
for, but such as persons of good judgment
and good intentions and with some know-
ledge of Colonial feelings and prepossessions,
would think reasonable and practicable.

In regard 10 Sir. John Packington’s well
grounded fear of diversity of regulations in
different Colonies 1t must be carefully provi-
ded against, since that would evidently be
the eflect of leaving a wide scope to Colonial
Convocations or Synads, and I should much
rather prefer that an Imperial Statute should
lay down the system as regarded cardinal

ints, leaving minor points to. be the sub-
ject of regulation within the Colony respecting
which some diversity of systcn would not
signily. -

The great use and importance of the gov-
eming body would rather consist in their
being called on to execute the powers del-
egated to them by the Statute. I mean in
their application of .them to individual cases,
as they arise and which it would be their
part to dispose of, not according to any sys-
tem of action devised by thewmselves, but in
the manner prescribed by the Imperial Stat-
ute.

THE RIGHT HON. W. GLADSTONE’S BILLS.

The Bill as at first framed, appears open
to several of the objeciions urged against it,
and such require to be removed or satisfac-
torily modified. S

This has in ¢ome measuie been done in
the Amended Bill, but further alterations and
g:lnendmems may with propriety be suggest-
ed.

Whether by the Jaw as it now stands, the
Bishop with the Clergf' and Laity of his
Diocese in a British Colony can legally as-
semble of their own accord and make reg-
ulations for the management of their mter-
nal ecclesiastical aflairs to the extent con-
templated in the Amended Bill isa point
which ought not to be trecated as doubtful,
unless it really be ro.

Surely the status of the Church of England
thronghout the Colonial possessions of the
Empire is a matter about which we can
hardly suppose that there had been no opin-
ion or intention in all times past on the pant
?f tl'le Parliament and Government of Eng-

and. .

.Would it not therefore be safe to assnme
that the Bishop, Clergy and Laity had not
authority of themselvesto lay dowira sys-
tem of self-government without the eanction
of Parliament, or of the Crown—and if this
be 80, it can hardly be right and certainl
not politic to recite that it was doubtful,
whether they could or could not do a0
| because it might be that Parliament would
: not pass this proposed Bill, or concur in any
! act upon the subject, and then the admis-

| sion that it was doubtful whether the pow-
]er does not already exist might afford a

strong argument in the Colonies for assu-

rocecdings, of Bishops, Presbyters, and ' ming an authority that might not be very

discreetly exercised,
It would have been better in my humble

! “opmion to have commenced by reciting,
of future subdivision, with a view to Church . « That it was expedient to enable &c.”’— '
! sai'ing nothing about donbts.

venture to remask that the intreduetion offeuder.

of such a Bill should be preceded by some

relimninary unotice, either on the part of the
Government or of the proper Ecclesiastieal
authority in England,—it being desirable
that Chiurch ailans in the Colonies should
be governed according to some uniform and
well defined system prevailing throughout.

THE AMENDED BILL.
(TITLE.)

It should ot be entitled an act to explain
and amend the Laws relating 10 the Chureh
in the Colonies,—but ¢« an act for the better
Government of the Church in the Colonies,*?

PREAMBLE,

Neither the Title nor preamble explain
anything—the latter expresses doubis, and
then proceeds not to explain them but to -
make positive provisions or Enactinents, I
does not propese to amend any paiticular
Laws, but introduoes for the first time &
system for regulatfig certain matters which
before had not been subjected to any regula-
tion. How much better to comunence by
reedting ¢ That it was expedient 1o enable
¢ the Bishop of any Diocese in the Colonies
“ with his Clergy and Laity to meet 1ogether
¢ from time to tune in Synods or Convoca-
¢tion &c.” :

Should not the words ¢ Ecclesiastical
affairs ” be defined—what is understood by
Ecclesiastical affairs—has the expression 2
reference to doctrine, or the form of prayer—
or the ceremonial of public worship—all these
are Ecolesiastical aflairs. It is not easy to
foresee to what subjects and objects such
Synods or convocations might notattempt to
apply themselves as coming within- the
coustiuction of the words Ecclesiastical
aflairs. Some Counvocations mught under-
stand that there are limits 10 their power of
regulation and management, which limite
other Convocations might not acknowledge.

FIRST CLAUSE.

1st Clause, instead of being a mere negative
provision that no Laws shall be constiued to
prevent, &c., should, I think, in a natural and

lain mannerauthorise that to be done which
1t is intended should be done.

¢ Being declared boni fide Members of the
Church » seems not an accurate form of ex-
pression—for being disjunctive either of the
requisites must betaken to be sufficient. What
is a declated member of the Church ?  Must
any one be receivedas a Memberof theChurch
who declares himself to be such—=though he
may never have attended one of her places
of worslip or joined in her service up to the
moment that he declares himself a Member,
and claims upon that declaration to have a
vote in her Convocation. ¢ Being regular
communicants >’ better, that is, according to
the 21&t Canon, every person Communicating
thrice a year a Canonical Test not unreason-
able for those admitted to legislate for the
Church. ‘ .

A boui fide Member of the Church is not
so definite as it appcars to be—who is to pro-
riounce upon two boni fides? And what shall
be the criterion? Moreover this first clause
makes no provision for calling the first
meeting. When and how—o1 by whom, nor.
by any means clearly who are to meet or
who ie to preside.

What does “ by common consent®’ mean ¢
If there is no dissentient voice, there would
be common consent—but if all the Clergy
vote one way or a majority of them, and ail
the Laity or a majority of them the other way,
which opinion shall prevail for the better
conduct of their Ecclesiastical aflairs. The
union of Dioceses should only be permitted
under a Metropolitan, and include all under
his jurisdiction.

The last three lines of the first clause,
¢ _sub{cct always as at this time in common.
¢ with all other Religious Communions, to
“the authority of the Local Legislatures
“respectively, and to such Provisious as they
“may think proper to enact” are intended
perhaps to meet Sir John Packington’s obe
jections as tending to make the Church
dominant to a greater degree than it has been.
hitherto—by giving to the regulations of the
Colonial Synods an authority supported by
Parliament and so beyond the coutvol of Co-
louial Legislation. Now, instead of these
three hines it would be wiser, 1 think, to
guard against any supposition that such .
dowinancy was iutended, by insertivg in the
middle of the clause some such words as
these :—Not repugnant to any Law passed or
1o be passed Ly the Parlicment of the United
Kingdom, or by the Legislature of the Colony
within which such Dioceses are respectively
situated.
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2nd Clause. As it is here assumed that
regulations will be made for the trial of
oflending Cleike,—it appears desirable that
the Bill shonld contain 2 definitive provision
for the erection of a Court for the purpose of
giving authority to the Bishops for suspension
or deprivation of oflice on conviction of the



