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NEWS OF THE WEER

Our latest Europeav dates extentd to the Bih
inst. News unimportant.  The Tmperial Par-
Lament was expected to meet ou the 5k of aexl
moath, and the fivanceal siae of 1he country is
reported as hixhly prosperovs. The cntton
famine is diminishing w intosty.

New Years-Day brought with @t acne of
these wystic alirrances 1@ wiach it is the {ashioy
of Louis Napoleon 10 indulg-.  The Roman
question is for the present m abevance, the King

863,

PR Greisi o

of Sardia seeing thot bis ihibustering desigus
upun bis veighbors must, if persisted usembrod him
with Frouce; and that his present chauces of
wresitug Rame from the Duape are as slight as
are are thone of the Greeks of ubtaingeg DPrince
Altred for Kig.

A forward movement nf the
Potomac is apain reported ; we dave wo doubi
bowerver of the Confederate.” abilty 12 meet, and
Derpnudeser bas soe-

artey of the

again repel the storm.
ceeded to presumption m the Nerth; and the
Montseal Witness,the Yaukee orzan w Canada,
m 8 late editorial admits that the ogly chanee
teft to its friends consists in their slulisy 10 rase
aud equip an army of negroes o fight the battles
of the often thrashed, and thoroughiy di<pirited
whitea. )

Our Proviocisl Parbianent is suinmuned for
the twelftb of uext mouth, sad rumor (s busy as
to the new political combinations tha: may be
locked for.

The Arabia is reported.. The most import-
ant item of news is to the effect that Louis Na-
poleon is agaiu inlent upon offermg his goad
offizes as n mediator betwixl the Amenican belh-
gereots, aud that Great Dritain still declwes
stirring w lhe watter,

—

The following statement appeared last week in
1he columus of the Montrea! Witness, and sub-
sequeatly w those of the Transcript. Asitis
unjust towards the Grey Nunjery, aud teads to
discredit that truly Catholir mstitulion, we feel
called upon 10 uotice i, and 1o expose tbe faise-
bood of 1y allegations:—

4 Aworugk Prea ron A [.ouse ov Rivues. — lo
the Mecordec’s Cuury yesterd.y, & youug, sickly
looking girl, who guve her unte ag Julia Lane, ap-
plied 10 be committed for two wmouths. lu reply to
questious put by the Court, elie 8aid she had bees
for swo montbg in the Grey Nunaoery, thalshe was
Bubject to falling—gickness, waa unsble to wulk, aod
was sent out of the fpstitntion yesterdny. She algo
slated that ber motber was dend, her father bad died
in tbe jsil jn this eity, and she bed no relalives. Sbe
wag gent 1o pridon for wwo monike*— Transeript,
16th smal.

The girl abore alluded to, Julia Lane, vever
was, st auy lime, or for any period however
short, a0 mmale of the Grey Nunnery. She s
onme of those unfortupate erealwres, of whom we
bave unfortonstely so mavy in Montreut, who
are always destitute, coostantly drunk, and fre-
queatly in pricon.  During the intersals hetwixt
one sentence of imprisonment aod another, she
bes often applied to, end received relief in the
form of food or fuel, from the departiment of the
Grey Nunpgery uvoder the control of Sister
‘Woods ; end f this relief hus been scrbetimes
withbeld, 1 bas been ralely hecause of the
abowrinable habits of the wppdicanl, sod of the
vile use which she made of the rehef afforded.—
The «{alling-sickness” with consequent inability
to walk,1s a phenomencn not unfrequent vmongst
the consumers of bad whiskey ¢ and as ene of the
latter, the unhappy Julia Lane was frequently
afflicied with the disease oo its symptoms, to an
alarning degree.

The case of this posr cre vore, | wever me-
Yaucholy, is one for whichi no fouse of lndusiry
could offord any relief. "The utmost, that by the
agency of the lalter we can hope tn eflcet, is the
wmitigation of suffering ; but for vice, and the suf-
fecing which vice eatails upen s votaries, we
must reek o cure in the moral order, and in the
ministrations of the priest.  We bearlily wish
our urpéraied brethien all the suceess that their
kind bearts can possibly desire in their benevo-
lént project of establishing a House of Industry;
bui no matler vpon what system founded, or how
pus i aoful'y condueted, there will stil] remain o
vast amount of destitulion—the destitulion of
-+ the abandoned drunkard—which st will be impo-
teat to mitigate, and fer whicl impotence no con-

The True Wioss.

“brought upoa it.”

scientious Catholic will presume W hold it, or its
Pratestant Directors - responsible.’ _

In justice to the Transcript we must add that
in an 1ssue subsequent to that from which we
have quoted, it has coatradicted its previous
allegations, and has put the story of Julia Lane,
and her treatment by the Grey Nunnery,in its
true colors. The Watness however, which is
strictly evangelical, and which does not therefore
feel itself under any obligation to refrain from
maligning Papists and their institutions, has been
guilty of no such weakness. It first published to
the world that Juliu Lane had been turned out
of the Grey Nunnery because of ber being sub-
ject 1o * falling sickness 5 and that false state-
15 nol seen [it to correct.

At the urgent request of several friends who
take a warm inierest in the case of tbe Ajylwards,
we have been induced to publish 12 calenso, the
full and relioble history of that sad «ffuir from
the pen of our es'eemed correspondent Sarsfield,
who is perfectly acquainted with all its details.
We have heard of a design to raise subscriptions
tor the orphan chidren, the interest upoa the
s rarsed to be pawl over to Myes, Jaines Grant
of Belleville, the lady who so vobly has taken
charge of the abandoned little ones. YWe hope
that this truly benevolent design may be carried
wto execution; and that thus in some ineasure
Coatholic cliarity may repair the evils doune by
mnan’s ivjustice. ‘
THE AYLWARD TRAGEDY.
To the Edilor of the True Viinese,

Sir,— A desire 13 expressed by you m the last
nunber of the Trur Wirsess to be furmshed
with the full facts of the melanchaly case of the
Aylwirds, husband and wife, who were executed
at Belleville on the 8th December— with the
view of rescuing the adminisiration of justice n
Canada from the oblequy, or rather suspicion,
which the late exeeutious in Upper Canada have
Believing 10 the purity of
your molives, aml at  the same time being sin-
cerely desirvus of placing all the circumstances
relative to the untoward and unbappy event be-
lore the public in their true light, T now assume
the task ; leaving the public to judge how far the
Administration 18 respousible for the. death of
the unbeppy victuas whose earthly fate by the
laws ol Uits country was jdaced an their bapds.
In order then that a tair aad impartial record
should be made, I propose 1o give it in the torm
of a wurrative, descriptive ot the scene of the
alleged murder—of the accused, their trial, the
tlfurts made fo obtain the Executive clemency,
and their execution.  Although Lhe space de-
manded 10 your journal for that purpose may ex-
ceed the ordinary limits of a newspaper com-
munication, the mmportance of the subject de-
mands that the fullest publieity should be given
tof, and every circuinstance eonnecled with the
feacful tragedy. To commence then with the

SCENE OF THR ALLEGED DMURDER,

Some few years ago, the Government being
desirous of settling the country in the rear of the
County of 1lastuings, caused 10 be surveyed a
sumber of Townships in that lecality, and offered
a free grant of filty acres of land (o each person
wio chase to embrace the opportunity of locat-
ing himsell, and making a permanent home in that
heretofore unclaimed wilderness ; and in order
to afford every [acility for reaching the futwe
settlement; a road was made from the front or
vultivated portion of the County to these lands
at the expense of Lhe public. The Aylwards
were amongst the first 10 accept the conditions
offered ; and in 1860, busband and wife, relying
ou the prommises of the Government, with stout
bearts avd a cheerful hope in the fulure, com-
menced to clear the forest in the neighborbood
of this new road, and erected a comlortable log-
bouse as a home [or themseives and their infant
children. The same year a Scotchman, named
Munro, with his tamily, followed 1n the wake of
the Aylwards, and settled on the adjoining lot to
them. The closest intimacy sprang up between
the Aylwards and therr new neighbors. Bemg
the first setilers, and tar removed, svie sixty
miles, Iromn any other habilation, they constantly
exclianged those acts of courtesy and friendship
50 necessary in their lonely situation.  The first
years’ crop, as it 13 nlways on new land, was an
abundant one, aud everyihing foretold a presper-
aus aud bappy {uture for tbe new sctilers. The
following winter all parties worked with a will
and ne energy (o extend their clearance, and 1
the spring the Aylwards had a large fallow pre-
pared, which they sawed with wheat ; but alas !
Just as the fresh blades appeared over ground,
conmmenced the difficolly which resulted in death,
and brousht rumn and destruction,and blasted the
hopes for ever of so bright and promising a
future.  Munro had a number of fowls which
were allracted o Aylward’s field of new sown
wheat, snd commenced destroying the grain
planted afier many days of toil and bard work by
him. Ile told Munro of 1he depredations being
commilted by his lowls, and expressed his lears
that wnless they were housed up, the destruction
of bis whole crop would be the cesult.  Munro
premused to secure the fowls, at which Aylward
expressed his satizfaction § but the next morning
upon Aylward visning the field, to his borror he
found 1hat Muwro had neglected to yerforin his
promise, and that a fresh * patch” during the
night had heen destroyed. Ajlward agam remon-
strated with Munso in strong language, and
threatencd 1o shoot the fuwls unless they were
taken care of by iim.  Uanfor tunately Muaro, in-
stend of expressing regret at the depredations com-
mitled on bis neighbor’s property, refnsed, and un-
feelingly told bim that Le wmght wateh his field
of wheat, and at the same time dared Ajlward
to-shoot his fowls, Upon thisa coldness valur-
ally sprang up Letween them, and Ayiward to
bis surprise. found that Munro was ewilly dispese.]
towards bim ;- and sorrowfully dul he realize his
position an having for a neighbor a person wha

could tus act so selfiskly, and allow the fruits of

bis.hard industry to be - thus destroyed, when he
give you
A DESCRIPTION OF THE AYLWARDE.

The husband and wife were Insh Catholics,
‘both young and much attached to each other.—
The man was twenly-six years of age, of me-
dium size, but strong and robust; of a very -
telligent caste of features, more than usu'f\lly $0
fora person in lus rank of life, and like the
generality of lis countrymen, wayward and im-
pulsive, capable of displaying strong Irlendshlp,‘but
easily estranged by unkindness or acts of sefish-
ness. Mrs. Aylward bad a very youthful ap-
pearance, and did not look to be more than
eighteen or nineteen years of age, although some
iwo or three years older. She was consilered
to possess wore lhan the ordinary share of
beanty, and was of a light and elastic figure.—
Any person who visited their house could not
but be struck with the neatness and c!ea‘nhness
with which everything about it was kept in, and
wlieh gave an air of comfort and cheerfulness
(o their huinble home. At the tune of her death
she was the mother of three small eluldren, girls,
the youngest an ipfunt at the breast all are very
promising children, whom any lady in the
land might be proud ta own. ‘Those who kuew
ber we!l sny that she was passionately fond ol
her husband 5 and it is more than [ikely !fml her
strong affection for hitn precipitated tie aw(ul
fragedy which 1t is now my duty 1o relate, and
which apprared in evidence at

THE TRIAL.

The Chuel Justice of the Common Dleas, the
Hon. William [1. Draper, C. B., presided.—
The case was tried at the fast Tull Assizes for
the County of Hautings held at ine Town of
Bellevilie. The Sohestor Generaly the Lou.

{ Adam Wilson, appeared for the Crown, assisted

by Mr. Jolin O*Hare, County Crown Attoruey.
The privoners were defended by Mr. James
O'Reilly as Counsel, Mr. Jolin Finn actiag as
their Attorney.  The Solicitor General in his
opening address to the Jury, detaled fo them
the facts of the case which were substantially as
follows s —

“In the lavter part of May, 1862, ibe deceased,
Muoro, in compnany with bisson, @ lad nbout
twenty vears of age, came Lo the prisopers’ house,
aad accused the male pisoner of hasing stolen oue
of his hens. The latterdenied 1he charge, which
was reiterated by Munron a very offensive manner;
he was greatly exciled, and declared thnt be wouid
not leave the premises until he bad got his hen. Ayl
ward told him he had wot got his ben, but that be
might bave ehot one in the wheat field near bis bonse
that moraing, and perhaps he (Musro) might hcd it
there ; and at the same time told him that be did not
waet to have any sltercation with bim, bat begged
him to go awny snd leave him in peace. Muoro re-
fused to go, and stated *he would remain as long as
he pleased.'”

A fes angry worids then pussed between them,
when Munro suggested that the hens might be in
the wheat field then, and that Aylward might go
and shoot them, but oot to take them away. Al
this syhward, who was all tlus time standing on
the threshold of his owa door, retired inside and
procured his gun; and the three — Aylward,
Munro and the son of the latter—started towards
the wheat feld. YWhen a short distance from the
house, the boy, the only wituess present, swore
that Aylward turped round and faced Munro,
with the gun presented towards hm. Muaro
seized the gun, and a fierce struggle ensued for
the mastership.  Muaro, beiuyg a {arger and much
stronger man than Aylward, forced him back
towards the bouse, whes in the struggle a pistol
fell from the person of Aylward, which Munro
called upou his sen to secure; while eking up
the pistol, be states that he saw Aylward ap-
proach bim with tse gun in fus hand ; he bad just
time 1o fall nu hiy knees at Aylward’s feet, when
Aylward, placing the gun close to hiim, fired and
lodged the contenls, slugs, m his back. The
boy suys that he ar once gotup and looked
around, and suw Mrs, Aylward standing where
he last saw his father engaged with Aylward.
Ile ran home as soon as he could, and in a short
time his fatber appeared covered with blood and
bleeding profusely from a deep wound or gash in
his head, and ore in his right arm. Ilis father
lost a great quantity of blood, and where he lay
a deep pond of blood gathered. Munro lingered
for about twelve or thirteen days, when he died.
An [adian IHerb Doctor, on the fourth ar Afih
day, was senl for, who spplied some sort of herb
Lo the wounds, but without avail. No precau-
tion was taken to stop the bleeding, and of vourse
the man died of exhaustion and loss of blood.—
It was evideat that il proper precautions had
been tzken in time, the man might bave recover-
ed. No regular physician being vearer than
sevenly-five miles, none was procured, and the
poor man had to sulmit to the unskilful treat-
ment of a quack?! So Jar there was no evidence
Lo impheate either of the Aylwards with having
indicted the wounds, as the boy only saw Mrs.
Aylward standing where Munro was lust seen g
but the boy did not see lis lather at the time.
The defect in ts part o the evidence was sup-
phed by the declurations of the Agiwards 10
other marties in the neighborhood.  Mrs. Ayl-
ward, upon the day of the latal ceeurrence,

Lstated, as was also proved at the wnd, in the

presence of her husband, that she saw her hus-

they were engaged she seized a seyihe 1hat was
in the bouse, and ran to her husbaod’s assistauce,
and struck Muuro on the tead with the scythe
and on the arm, at the same thne intending, as
was alleged, 10 cut off s head 5 aud would have
done soonly the blow wmissed—and suiting the
action to the word, shie took lold of the seythe and
skowed how sle intended to do it.  In the pre-
sence of parhies, when she heard that Munro
was suffering much agony from his wounds, she
prayed # that God would increase his pain,” and
regretted that sbe did not “ kil old baldy Menro”
at once, as she imended to do. 1%t was further
given in ¢vidence that about a week previous to
this, the Aylwards sharpened the scythe at a
neighbor’s bouse, and wheu asked what they wanl-
ed with the seythe in May, there being no bay or
grass to cul, the witnesses stated that they gave
some equivocal answer.  ‘The sharpening ol the

scythe the Crown assumed was evidence of a
design, or premeditation, to inflict injury with it

I'and

band evgaged in a siruggle for the gun ; and wiale

{on 'Miiro. A‘ga'inii't:w'as' stated in el"ifl_gni':e‘ that
could so’ easily prevent it And now- let me | Aylward told a person four or five days after the

rencontre with Munro, that be had taken; the
seythe from the snaith previously, and told ‘lus

| wife to use it if he ever required -help; and to

‘clap tbe climax of this fearful testimony, anotlier
neighbor swore that Mrs. Aylward had stated
that she intended to finish old Munro by inducing
him to cross their fence, and "that she would re-
tire towards ler house, and that ber - liushand
would shoot him, and she would be 2 witness for
Lier husband, 1o swear that Muuro bad {oljowed
lier with intenl 1o take improper liberties with
ker, Such was the evidence tor the prosecution.

T or the defence, owing te there being no per-
son present but the lad Muuro, his father, and
the Aylwards when the occurrence’ took place,
no evidence could be given except the dying de-
claration of Muoro, who, when asked 10 lave
the parties arrested, sad, * No, ITdow's warnt
them arrested; I am as guilty as they are.”
Munro, at another time, save an account of the
affair lamself, but as the Crown was nnable to
prove that he believed lLimsell thew iwa dying
state und beyond the hope of recovery, the state-
ment was not received. :

Mr. O'Reilly addressed the jury on the part ot
the defence, aud urged with all s ability, the
lact, that the only evidence of 4 positive charac-
ter was that of the boy, whose testimony should
be received with great caution ; as he from his
own statement aceompanied bis father (o Ayl-
word’s house for an unjustifiable purpose, to ac-
cuse Aylward of thefr, aud refused te go away
,when told by Aylward 1o {eave in peace”—
tliat there was strong suspicicu in lus wind, that
both father and son came to Aylward’s house for
the purpose of bullying and abusing tna; that
they were 1wo agamst one, aod relymg on lueir
strength, attempted to assault Aylwael, e
vrged the fact of Axlwards bemg on s own
land, in fact in lus own house at thatime they
care there to assauit and abuse lumy o very
suspicions eircumstance was the fact ol Muneo
asking Aylward to leave ins bouse and go down
to the fied just then ; 1hat the place where the
vnbappy afluir took place was stitl on Aylward’s
own ground. Again he did uot believe the bay,
when he stated that Aylward turned round and
presented the gun ut Munro and witlun Lis reack.
Why it Aylward desired ‘1o shoet him, he could
bave rewained beyond bis reach, and ascenw-
plished his purpose without going close up 1o
him, when, of eourse, Musro being the stronger
man of the two, mded by his son, could disarm
biy at once. The bog’s story is, that ie went
to juck up the pistol that bad fallen from Ayl-
ward, wher he was shot.  Now where was that
pistod 7 or was there any evidence 1o show s
existence, other than the testimony of the boy?
To kim it appeared more than likely (and the
belief was wuch sireugthened by the fact of
Aylward baving been induced to feave the honse
by Nuore) ihat when Aylward and the two
Munre’s were walking down towards the field,
they attempted to disarm Aylward; and in
the struggle Mrs. Aylward seeing her husband
engaged 1 a Jeadly sirife with the two Muuro's
seized the first weapon that presented jtself 10
ber,and flew to his assistance : believing her hus-
band’s Iife in danger, as it undoubtediy would be
it the Muuro’s succeeded in takiog the guu away
from himy, she was Justified i inflicting the blows
she did altbough death ensued. Then as to the de-
clarations of Mrs. Aylward afierwards, be had not
given much effect to them, for the reasan that
owing (o the terrible contest m which she had
been engaged, her nervous systemn must have re-
cewved a sesere shoek, wnd thereby acted inju-
riously on her mnind, and whatever she said alter
the occurreuce mosi be received with great
caution by the yury. Her declarations appeared
to biw more like the babbhng of n crazed person,
than those of a sane woman. Tt should slso be
recollected that the womau was of a frail and
delicate frame 5 and the important fact should not
be lost sight of, that she was then sursing her
infant child, and the sight of her busbaud’s dan-
ger, when w u deftcate state of health would make
her affection for ber hushand still more intense,
induce sn upsettled state of the brain
and wervous sysien, asud while 10 that state
allow her tongue a fierceness of expression,
whieh in ber calm  and lucid moments 1y
0 loreign 1o her pature. Then as 1o the
man, there was no vvidence agamst him, it is not
pretended that be struck the fatal blow ; and the
only evidence o fix the crime charged against
him was the expression alleged to e used by
him in telling his wife to * use the seythe when
required.”  Bot all these declaretions the learn-
ed Coulsel contended, ought to be received with
great cautian, for experience hos taught men en-
gaged in cruninal trials, that declarations of this
character are not 1¢ be rehied on.  The ¢ back-
bone™ of the case, be ithen contended, was the
boy Munre’s (estimony, amd as this was subject
to mntch and prave dJoubt, it could not be relied
on, isore particufarly as Munro himselt in bis
Jyiug declaralion stuted (hut he did not want
thera arrested, * that be himself was as much 1o
blame as they were.”  After thus reviewing the
evidence, he then reterred to the natore of his
wounds and gave 1t as lus opinion, that if proper
medical testunany could have been obfawed,
Muuro would yet be alive ; and that although the
primary cause of death may have been the blows
alleged to be nflicted by Mrs. Aylward, he be-
heved that Munco’s death was ewing to the un-
skilful treatment by the ** Quack Daoctor. Mr.
O’Reilly 1uen closed Lis address in a powerful
appeal 1o the jury lo acquit the prisoners. Ayl-
ward was goilty of uo olfence, aud could not be
found guilty of murder; and Mrs. Aylward did
no more than any other excitable wowman would
have done under the premises.

The Solicitor General then in a speech of
some two lours duratinn, pressed hard for & +or-
dict of “ Murder” against both the prisoners !

‘The learned Judge charged the Jury aguinst
the prisoners, and endeasored 1o combat Mr.
O’Reilly’s theory of the priseners’ innocence.

The Jury after an absence of three bours,
came 1nto Court with a verdict of guelty agnnst
both prisancrs—but coupled it %ith a strong re-
comnenda ton to mercy. . C

When the verdict was rendered the prisoners
became romewhat exciled, and asserted tLeir in-

‘Hastings, with the exception of My, W'

T

———

nocence ; statig that the . witnesses for the

.Crown in league with - others of th i
-opposed to them, ot

desired to get them o

settlement and had sworn f:lsely. mTEL o.;u(:he
at once sentesced them to be executed of lhi
eighth day of Decemter, then next ensuing. Apg
thus ended the trizl of this case, which will yer
be a “ Cause Celebre” in Canadian Criminal
Jurisprudence. :

_And now comes the appheation to the Execu.
tive for a commutation of the sentence of death
to that of imprisoninent w the Provineiyl Den;
tenliary. ‘The Petition was prepared by M:-
Funn the prisoner’s Attorney, and was :igx'med b'
all the leading inbabitants of the Couyry oy[

ullbridge,
and poor,
or ereed,

M. P, P.,—by bigh and Jow—by rieh
There was no distincticn of rank class
the Orangemen _of the County being the foremosy
men on the Detition.  Tu truth EVErY one fgly
with the exception of the * Grit M.P.p» that
their hves ought to be spared.  This feeliie ;vaﬂ
mueh strengthened when reports becamns b?uiled
sbout that there was slrong suspicion
of the witnesses were unduly bined
prisouners, in fact that some of them
falsely.  TU will be recoilected that 4 Wilisy.
swore al the trial, that Aglward stated thye -he
took the scythe from the snaith previous 4o the
alleged murder, and told his wife to we ¢ if te-
cessary ; borrible (o relate, it way aseertuued
beyond all doubt that the seythe pever hﬁ(i.p
snaith, and thevefore it conld not be true o .':i;xtmi
at the tral, “that he took it from tha atich
never existed, All ths, taken in conneeting wi,
the fact of the jure having eoupled their yepdieg
with a strong recommendation to Execntisy 1.
meney, left no doubt au sthe public mind L 'n‘..';‘.
their lives would be spared.  Vany bope I 5 the
thme fixed for therr exvention drew nERT, soime
doubls were eutertawed of the interferepce of
1he Exemniru; and the Irsh Catholiesy Whiang
sympathy was deeply culisted 0 fuves of the
dvomed Ayhwards, hind their suspicions arouei—
frow the fuct us vome wlleged of Muonro ey o
Scotchman, and & eounteynan of both the At
torney aud Solicitor General for Upper Capada,
in whose hunds the fate of the prisoners w u mea-
sure rested~~that the Execubve clemency would
be withheld.  The feeling at once rose 1o fever
heat 5 afl became excitement in Belleciile, and
bitter were the mnprecations -that wouid 4l op
the members of the (Government f all fled, A
seeond petition wits trapsmalled a1 e ejeventl
hour pragying loc & pustponement of the sireaded
exveution for only one month,tv yisve sime to
the unforiunate culprits to nake their proce
their God, Al was of no avail § the twerts of the
xecutive were cold and deat 10 pvery opirmly.
and remonstrance ; and the Lwo Ayvhy s, cas.
baud and wife, were (0 be hanged by the aeck goti
they were dead, on the monﬁug of the lmunaca-
late Conceplion, s day sucred wnd o s 1o rhe
hearts of the Catholie prople s a day when the
Queen of Heaven was coucerved immachate ie
the womb of her mother; a day when eoch tiue
Catholic heart proclanned with the voice of af-
fevrion and prayer, the beautiful Hywmn of the
Church echoed throughout al! Chiristendon :
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Selve, virgo florens
Marer illibata
Region ciementin
Stelhs coronnta !

And then 1t was thst tine devotion aind zey
of that heraic Christian and Minister of Uod,
that saintly and pions priesi, who for Gty
years offered the ever adorably sacvifive of b
Mass in propwiation 1o Fleaven for it s of
man, commenced his sacred function: rowards
bis wohappy penitems. By day ad by bt
Failier Brennan was at their side, comlurting
snd consoling them in this thewr bour of tribufa-
tinn.  Giad did uot desert them, for one of Ihs
most favored and saintly Mimisters, alihough en-
feebled by age, was never absent, and adimiust-
ered to them the holy Sacraments of the Church.
"There is a noble-bearted woman whose name 1
should here inention, Mrs. James Grant of
Belleville, who, 10 her eternal hanor be it stated,
dailly misited Mrs. Aylward m her lonely cel,
soinetimes remaining with ber all day and a por-
tion of the night, discharging those kindly oflice:
of mercy to ooe ot her own sex, so soan to sufier
the extreme penalty of the law iy the presenct
ol a vulgar and brutal crowd of men. Mre
Grant the night preceding the execution remai-
ed with her all mght, and in the moraiog ac-
companted her 1o the scaffold, and proved her
sslt on the trying occasion a true woman ndeed.
As a {urther evidence o1 the kindaess and good-
ness of heart of this lady, she bas adopted the thre:
orphan children of the Ayiwards. May Go!
reward her; and it is t0 be hoped that she wil
not be allowed to bear all the expence, but tied
a generous pubhie will share with her the burtbes.
Butlet e burry ou to the close. Just before the
unfortunate people stepped ou the fatal drop, fo-
the last time they embraced each other, Mrs.
Aylward bidding her husband to mataiv b
courage (o the last and rely oo the mercy aad
goadaess of God ; for said che, % we will soon bt
relieved from our eartlly jirison, and receive thi
mercy from our Savieur in [{eaven which ¢
denied to us by man on earth.” Let me dr¥
a vell over the horrid scene al the execition, aud
conceat the famlmg forin of the Priest ircm e
public gaze, borne away frau the nwlul sprelache
 the arms of bis friends.  And now the lst
sad offices of the Church were to be performed
as they fay in their coffins n the Cliurth to which
they were taken when life lad fled.  “Dle sucred
edifice was ernwded to suffocalion, hundreds bai
to deparl who could uoy gain an entraace. L
ther Brewnan appeared in s robes at (he Abar,
and in the most affecting manuer gave 3 short
lns.lory of their hives, and told the eople of the
edilying death of the ¢ vietims of the law,”
whose bodies were belore them in the Church of
God. He solemnly avawed at-the Altar and iv
the presence of his blessed Saviour, that he he-
lieved them to be wnocent ; and in touching lov-
guage reproached the Government for not ex-
tending that mercy so strongly recommended 9
tkem by the Jury. He advised his people n=ves
to trust 1o the mercy of nen, for after «il th
only trie {ountain of marey s Heaven, whwiv it
is ‘never denied to “those wits seel for i in sia-
cerity eod truth.  After ‘reeiting the Muserere




