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ARY OI‘ THE SIEGE. ..
the Mmning Post’s Corr espondent.) -
—Our b.xllerwq are quite ready. Plle
‘ of guns that we (lhe allies) shal bring into
pjiatithe GEneral opening will be about 404 — that
Lin rone or two. 'The French batteries are
&ll with English pieces in a large: degree. T hear
ie reason we don’t open fire geum“xlly is, that
wailing' {or the advanée of the French works
ds’ the, Malakoff Tower, which, it ‘seems,
Afhey- ape-yery slow in getting on with. Tuis evident
atithe reduction of the tower and works about it is
fo<be onr first touch on opening the siege; all our
f'é'ﬁ’nh is mainly on that point and the shipping.
i h 80.—A couneil of war has been held
; | the admirals and,generals were present.—
everal “Russinn sorties lm\e been repulsed.  The
bardiment of the quarantive and Malakofl batte-
e continues. ‘The Russians are forliflying the banks
ofithei T'chernaya and are arming new batteries.
et rehr31.—The Russians have constrncted two
l""w’ batlem.s, and have converted the ambuscades
mlo nn advanced p'\r'tllel The allies have also con-
,ptructed ‘two new “batteries. The firing has been
' Tt was said positively that the bombardment
woilld-commence on the 3rd of April. 'The wenther
s not o fine, it was very cold. Of seven Rus-
-Aduiirals at Sebastopol at the commencement of
'siege Liwo only now remain. A third stockade
1 formed in the harbor of Sebastopol, by sink-
&.in front of the careenage.
oA pril 1.—The allied armies were quite ready to
cpenitheir fire on Sebastopol. The Generals proba-
‘only-awaited the arrival of despatches from home’
re beginning the bombardment, which might be
Thected fo take place during the ensuing week ;—
ed to spare the toivn and publie bmldm'rq.
ns still shelled the allied camp and Batte-
ries, but;the guus of the allies were nearly silent.—
; *ﬁre of musLet:y on both sides was aclive every
‘The. weather- was fine and dey. . Advices
Alaklava and Kamiesch of the 6th, via Bucha-
te' that nothing. important bad taken place be-
'Se stopol to that date.. ~Alerts_and skirmnishes
Jfrequent. Both sides were pushing on their
wvorks, with great vigor. The genuwl fire had not
ommenced.

“Ferraer DETAILS OF THE LATE CONFLICT.—
"Wlien the Mortar Battery was carvied by an enor-
»smous force of the enemy on Thursday night, or more
r erly cpeflkmv Friday morning, they Theld it for
about, 15 minutes, and were «hslodoed by, a handful
sidgfsiner, .who, according to the statements made to
‘displayed the: utmost gallantry and daring.  Our
men do'not relish night fighting. 'l‘hey wonld soonér
10,000 Russians by day Than 2,000 in the dark,
but. lhe citcurhstances altending this uct evince the
greate:t coolness and l)r'welj on the p'll'l. of the men
and.officers engaged.in it. ~ At the time the heavy
fire between the French and Russians was going ona
"*‘portlbn of 1he.90th Regiment were employed on, fa-
‘:”f?r'\ix‘e‘dmy on the 'I'IO'llE ‘nl' the new adsanced works
,_mml}‘dur Tmllt attack.” They were in theact of return-
\“,tglntr o theif posts on the Gordon Battery just at the

avy

AiSe urenrul'u' l'usll'ule commenced in lhn
dark on the left of their position close to the Mortar
Battery...i Céptain - Vaughton, who commavded the
Jarty.of *the 90th ordered his:men to advance along
d way to-the works. . T hey moved up in
, and found the Russians in complete pos-
'\’Jortar Batfery.  The 90th at once
dpened;; as heavy a fire of myskelry as’ they could
1% upomxthe enemy, - who retu\-ned n, but the coolness
“"*and steadinéss of. our men were giving us.1he advan-
4 t‘me“’when ‘an’ alarm - was given “that our.men were
n: the F French 5 but the. mistake was speedily
] vered by .the enemy’s fire being poured in with
eatlly elTect ‘and the small p1rly of the 90th
thrown into great confusion.
suton:at this -moment shouted, « Men of the 90th, fol-
‘meil”-and- Sergeant. Henry Clarke, ‘Sergeant
rittle; a sergeant -of the 7th Fusiliers; about 14
'men of the 90th aid a few of the Tth dashed out of
the confused ranks, and rushed rightinto the Mortar
In a few moments these brave fellows
my-beyond the first traverse,. and at the
ng'into-'the second traverse they
stand open heavy flanking fire on the pa-
T ) ;ucln the Russnns were nnlcmcr deler-
lorts., to come,upon’them. The’ narrow pass
tvag:meantime. defended by the sergeants.and a few
n,:who = delivered : fire as:fast as they could load
right into the Russians, who: gradually began-to give
‘ay With a loud ¢ hurrah,”? the gallant little band

tately 'rehred ‘over the parapet, followed by

gt Lo
all were' poured i in upon them inces-

(o keep up the ﬁre, the men groped

ﬁrmtr on the right hand had ceased,’

Captain Vaugh-.

it the bayonet upon:Lthe enemy, who at once,

round in’ the men’s ponchee was ex-

i ahout ‘among the ‘dead Russians, aml exhausted. all

L the. mrlrudges they could find in"the enemy’s pouclies.

‘At the first charge at the Mortar' Battery the. Rus-
‘sian’ leader, wlxo wore ‘an Albanian costume, and
whose gallantry was most conqpu.nou%, fell dead.—
As an act of justice, the naines of the officers and
men of the 30th whose conduct was distinguished in
this affair should be . recorded, "They are—Clarke,
Brittle, and Essex (serfremts) Caruthers, severely
l waunded (corporaly, Fare, Walsh, Nicholson (sound-
led), and Nash. Captain Vaurrlnton received i severe
contusion -in the affair. -The courage displayed hy
Captain Cavindish Brown, of the 7lh in another part
of the workswas most conspicuons. He was se-
¢ Fvérely wounded at the commencement of the aftaclk,
but he refused to go to the rear, thongh nearly faint-
ing from loss of blood.
raging them by voice and gesture, to the Tront.—
When his body was foind, it lay far in advance of
onr line, with- three balls in the chest. The 77th
Regiment behaved adirably, and Major-GGeneral
Codrmwton has communicated to the 88th (and I be-
ieve fo the other regiments of the brigade of the
Light Division engarred) the satislaction of Sir Geo. |
Browne at their gallant conduct, It isnot fmown
how many Albanian chiefs there were with the Bus-
sians, bnt certainly the two who were killed led them
on with lntlepldlly and ferocious courage-
them, who strugeled into the battery in upi(e of a se-
vere wound, wlule his life blood was ebbing fast,
rushed at a powder barrel and fired his pistol Tato it
before he'fell. .. Fortunately the powder did not ex-
plode, as the fire did not go through the wood. An-

:j other charged with a clmeler in one hand and a for-

midable curved blade, which he used as a dagger, in
the other, right into our ranks twice, and he fell dead
the second llmc, perforated - with balls 'md Layonets.
They were magaificently. dressed, md itis supposed
they were men “of rank.-

Tn iny Jast letter, I stated lhat the 1st B\lt'\llon
Rifle Brigade and tlie 461h Regiment were turned
out at twelve:o’clock on Friday mcrllt and were or-
dered -to the Quarry, Bils. over our left attack. A
part of the Light Division was also ordered out, and
marcled 1o the ground over the lines'of the right at-
tack. At (he'same ]wrlod Sir ' George Brown was
informed that' masses of Russian mhnhy had assem-
bled in our {ront at nine o’clock, and he directed Sir
John Campbell to occupy the position indicated with
the regiments of the Fourth Division which I have
named, while he advanced with his own men of the
Light Division- to support the party in the trenches.
The men remained out {ill two o’clock in the  morn-
ing, when, as all was quiet, they relurned to’ their
tents. No attack took lace on our lines, but the
Trench on the right attack in the advanced parallels
and the Russians lmd‘ severe conlests with muskétry
from dusk till early in the morning. 'The. French
lost a few inen; beat back the Russians; and killed a
great many of them. Still the enemy-kept posses-
sion of the rifle pits, (overed by the Marmelon and
‘the Kound Tower works, and they actually dug four
more, during the night, and began connecting the. pxls
with each other by some other w orks, -

sent in by the allies with a propoulnon to the Russians
for an armistice to bury the dead, which were lying
in numbers—five or six Russmns to every 1French-
men and Lnglishien—in front of the Round Tower
and l\'lamclon, and, after some . delay, an answer in
the affirmative was returned, and it was arranged that
two hours should be granted for collecling”and*' car-
rying away the dead on both sides. ‘The day was
beaulllully bright and warm. While flags waved
gently in the laml. spring breeze above the embra:
sures of our batteries, and from the Round "Lower
and Mamelon: .Not a soul.had been visible in front
of the lines an instant before the emblems of peace
were run up to the flagstafls, and a sullen gun from
the Mamelon and a burst of smoeke from “Gordon’s
batteries had but o short tine prevlously heralded the
.armistice.  The instant the flags were hoisted friend
and foe swarmed out of the embrasures. The Rifle-
‘men ofthe allies and of the cnemy rose from. their
Tairs -in the rifle pits, and ‘sauntered - towards cach
‘other. to behold their grim handiwork. - The wlmle
of “the space between the Russian' Tinés and our’ own
was filled with groups of unafned soldiery.  Passing
.down by the Middle Picket Ravine, which is now
occupied . by the  Frencl, and . which runs down in
front of the Light Division camp, I came. out upon
fhie  advanced French trench, within a few “hundréd
yards'of tlie Mamelon, The'sight was strange, be-
yond deseri iption.
ficers were w'lemO' about smlutmo' eacli other courte-
ously as they passed -and occablonally entering into
‘conversation, and a constant. mterchangc of lltlle ci-
vilities,’ such as offering and’ receiving - cw’nr—hghls,
was pgoing onin each Tittle group:. “Some of the
Russ:an ol‘ﬁcers were evnd(‘nlly meo of high rank nnd

present. .
served; but they scemed (o raternize with the French

He-led on his men, encou-..better tllan with owrselves, and the men cetl'unly got

One of |

| respeck.

Early on Saturday morning - a ﬂan' of truce was |,

French; ]Intrhsh, ‘and Russnan of-|

'have bled to death ina few. minutes. -

breequ 'lhen' pollshed ‘manners contrasted re-

markably wnh their plain, and rather coarse clothing.
‘They, wore, with few exceptions, the invariable, lonv

eray-coat over their uniform.  The French officers

wete all en grande tenue, and offéred a striking con-

trast to: many of our own officers; who were dressed
ala BalnLlnva, and wore uncouth head dresses, cat-
skin. coats, and nondescript paletots. Many of the

_:Russnns Jooked remarkably like English gentlemen

in style” of face and bearing. One tall, Tine-look-

ing ofd, man, with a long gray “beard -and slran«rel}-

almped cap, was pomted out to us as Hetman of the
Cossacks in the Crimea, but it did not appear as if
thele"_,}vexe many men of very high military rank
The Russians were rather grave and re-

on better with our allies than with the few pmatv: of
our own. regiments who were down towar ds the front.

Byt while all this civility was gong on we were walk- |
ing amang the dead, over blood-stained ground, co- !

vered w:lh evidences of recent fight. Broken mus-
Kets; bnyonets, cartouch-boxes, caps, fragments of
clbthing, straps and belts, pieces of shell, fittle pools
of Llottell blovd, shot—-round and ur-xpe—dmtered
g'lbxons and sandbags, were visible around us on every
side, and through (e midst of the crowd stalked a
solemn procession of soldiers beaving departed com-
rades to their long home., I counted 77 litters borne
past me in 15 minutes—each filled with a dead ene-
my. The contortions of the slain were horrible,and-
recalled the memorics of the fields of Alma and In-
kermann.  Some few French were lying far in ad-
vance towards the Mamelon and. Round Tower
among the gabions belonging 1o the French advanced
trenches which the Russians had broken down. They
‘had’ evidently been slaju in pursuit of the enemy.—
Ihe Russians appeared to treat their dead with great
Phe. soldiers I saw were white-laced. and
seemed ill-fed, thougl many bad powerful frames,
square- shoulders and broad chests. Al their dead
who. felt within and near our lines were stripped of
bobts and stockings. The cleanliness of their feet
and, in*most cases, of their coarse linen shirts wWas.
remarkable. Several sailors of the ¢ equipages” of
the fleet 6fSebastopdl were killed in the attacko—
"They were generally - musculay, fine,~stout fellows,
with rough soldmrly faces. The Russians carried off
all the dead which lay ontside our lines to the town,
passing between the Mamelon and the Round Tower.
TIn the wmidst of all this stern evidence of war a cer-

tain amount of lively conversaticn began to spring
up, in which the Russian officers mdulfre(l na little
badinage. Some of them asked our officers € when
we were coming in to take the place,” others ¢ when
we thought of going away?”’ Seme coungralulated
as upon The excellent opportunity we had of getling a
good look™ at Sebastopol, as the chance of a nearer
vigw, ev.ept on similar occasions, was nnt in their
opinion very probable. One officer asked a private
confidently in English how many men we sent into
the trenches? ¢ Begorrin, only 7000 a-night, and a
wale  covering p’arty of 10,000,” was the ready re-
|ply. The officer laughec, and turned away.

The following i an extract.from a jetter written

by an officer in “Uhe Royal Artillery :—
“ Camp befare Sebastopel, March 23.

«The dciion of last night—1 might almost dignify’
it.by the name of ¢ battle’—Dhas been a 0l0nons and
decisive vu.lo:y It was Tnkermann on a small scale
—an attack in very great force, and on all points;
and everywhere they were beaten back with vigor
and heavy loss, I saw at least 300 Russian bodies
lying on the field. We calculated that their loss must
have exceeded 1,200 men. The French lost 500,
and the English four officers and about 50 men. Cap-
tain_Vicars, Yof the 97th, was in_the advanced parallel
of our noht attack, with a pu.l\et of his regiment.
‘The enemy attacked the French fines close aloncsnde
where he lay ; a ravine only separated them. They
at first drove back the French, and part of them then
turnéd to theirright, crossed the ravine, and took our
trench it flank. "We ‘were ‘unprepared, and - at first
thought the adrancing body:was one of the French.
But Vicars found- out they were the Russians, and
orderéd his men ‘to lie down, and wait till they came.
within ‘20 paces ; and they did so.. When the ene-
my'was close enouall, Vicars shouted, * Now, §7th,
on your pins; and cliarge I’ - They poured in a volley,
charged,‘and-:drove the Russions. -quite out of the
trenchl - Vicars himself struck down two Russians,
and -was in the act of cutting down a third with his

‘'swordy "when-another man; who was quite, elose (for

thé coat was singed); fired, and the :ball--entered his
‘wplifted iright arm close to where it joins the shoulder,
and ‘tie fell. The-arteries were divided, and- he must

V(From ‘the szes Special Correspondent of March 23 )
Thie-enemy have dither become desperate or have

been mspmtetl and encouraged by the:r recent en-

3

connters with the I’rench on our n«rht. Their guns
are pearly silent day and night, but they have not
‘been retired. Every eml)msme is armed ; the muzzle
of the gun is visible under the screen of “clnth which
is hung across from gabion to gabion. Their sorties
are made night after nlrrhr in grealer force and with
more confidence on cach occasion. Last night, is-
deed, they received a severe check, but it was not
till they had got up to our second pmallel on the Jeft,

or Green-hill .macl\, had got into our mortar battery
on the right aftack, and had inflicted a severe loss on
our allies on the right towards Inlermann.  In the
aflair of last night, “the particulars of which will be
found below, we had seven officers killed, wounded,

and taken prisoners, and about 100 men put kors de
combat or carried into Sebastopol.  The French, it
is believed, lost between 300 and 400 men and 15

oficers killed, wounded,and missing. ~On the other
hand, the ¢nemy must have sufléred a loss of 600 or
700 men,nlthou«rh they suceceded in’concealing the
{severily of {heir loss by carrying off their dead and
wounded, as usual.  Still, the number of dead bodies
lying 'll0n°‘ the front of our trenches provcslhat they
received a l;emy loss. The bodies-of 12 men and
of one officer remain in the trenches of our leit attack.

“Phe hill sides below the Round ‘Tower and the Ma-
melon are covered with their dead, mingled with the
bodies of the French. ‘Lhe carpse of a “Zouave offi-
cer is distinguishable on the slope, close up to the
abattis of the Round "Tower, where the gallant sol-
dier fell as he led on his men in pursuit of the Rus-
sians. = No flag of truce has been sent in from either
side to demand permission to bury the dead. They
are lying about among the gabions which bave been
knocked down in front of the Frenc sap towards the
vifle pits in great number. TLooking at any of the
inaccurate maps which have been puhllshed of the
position, there will still be, nevertheless, two mounds
indicated to the east of the Round. Tower. The
first of these is *‘I'ie Mamelon.” On the second
the Russians have erected u work on the- spot from
which the French were repulsed in their attempt to
dislodge the enemy. " The rifle pits which have been
80 haldly contested are in front of tie.Mamelan,
Three of them are still cccupied by the Tussians, and
threa-of -them now belong Lo thu,luench, but the
Iatter: were obliged to abandon them_ for a time last
night during the first rushofthe enemy. Theenemy
have nheady opened guns from the Mamelsn; which
they direct an'nnst the French approaches towards
the pits, and we may expect Lhat the work east of it
will soon be armed also. Its fire will enfilade a por-
tion of our lines, and the Mamelon will be able to
direct from one flank an awkward fire on the flank of
our right attack, The Russian engineers have dis-
played consummafe abilily i llleu' works, and il is
well for us their artillerymen are not as expert as
those. who place them'in {he batteries. ' Conscious of
the strength they have gained by. ‘the possession ¢f
those posmom, and of the advantages they have se-
cured in ‘defending the town, the Rusemns appear de-
termined 1o male the most of their new attack. The
Mamelon is exposed to the fire of the guns in the
right of our vight attack and to the fire of the second
Trench redoubt over Inkermann, and. every ‘two or
three minutes a shot or shell is thrown into'the warl,
but the enemy maintain their crround though the dee

serters inform us that they lose 100" men every 24
hours within the parapets of the Mazmelon. The
practice of our arlllle.rymen is' splendid. Scarcely
a shot fails'in striking the top of the parapet just-at
the right place, and a black pillar of loose earth
shoots up into the air from the work after every dis-
charge from our guns’; but the Russians hold it still,

and tlmy are determincd to leep their hold as lon«r
as they can, The defence of the place is conducted
on a new principle, and we shall be severely tried,

with our present numbers, in doing, the work ent out
for us.’

In an ordinary siege, in Wlllcl) the garr ison of the
town is numerically weaker. than, the; beswomo' army,
the loss of men- sustained by the Russians in thes:
repeated sallies would.be-a seriovs injury to the de-
fence of the place 3 but througheut these operations
before Sebastopol .the Russians have .conducted. their
defence as if both thieir:men and their stores of . war
were inexbaustible, which indeed- they are so long as
they can be replenished from thedepots. of the armv
in the interior of the Crimea. : Hence, altllough we
have no doubt that the:losses of the enemy in all
these contests have been .far greater than those of
the allies, it is nevertheless, thoucrht expedient to.con-

‘tinue- them. for the purpose of- lnrassmo' and weaken-

ing the assailants.  Flere, again, the | ordmary condi-
tions of a siege are mverted for. it is more common
for the besiégers to.harass and exhaust - the garrison
| than for the garrison to inflict that-sort of : 'mnoyance
on the besiegers. . But the. Russians.go still further ;
although they have.in no instance succeeded in wrest-

ing from us'or. destgoymg any fortified portion of our




