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F'ISHING AND FISHED.

HE ACTED AT ONCE.

M ISS SEEKE-" Do you realiy belong to the I>ress
Club, jack?"

IMi,> HYBE-" 0f course I do. Whly?"
Miss SîlKE- Oh nothing! 1-I-that is, are you

ain active mniber?

A SUCCESSFUL CANADIAN AUTHOR.

PUBLIC attention hiaving
Plately beeni drawn to
Canadian literature. its re-
irards and punishmnents, I
have preparcd a brief sketch
Oof the career of dt late
Barclpl Balderdasb., ini
thie hope that it mi'. prove
a stimulus to the cniergy of
thie rising generation of
authors. Feir, indeed, nia-
achiove the suiccess cf that
emnnent mani of letters. vet
iis well to kcep the ires

of suich great men before us ini order to point the patb to
sublbmîitv

Thougbh the brilliant record of Mr. Balderdash is
wholiy due to the force of bis genlus, it nîust be acknow-
ledged that bis position in life iras not unfavorablo to the
pursuit of literature. On reacbing manbood lie becanie,
through the kindness of a relative, the rocipient of a
smatt annuitv sufficient to furn-ish hîra With thic barest
necessities. '1hus secured [romi absolute irant lie de-
voted himself to literary labor, with an unlfettercd nîind,
buoyant îvith the, hope and ambition ofyouth. He irote
pooms, talcs and ossays on subjocts of national intcrest.
His writings irere accepted by the principal journals of
the country, and hoe soon won ide distinction.

His first gains irere expended in the purchaso of one
of those cheap, but tasteful rcceptacles with which the
irise paterfamilias seeks to encourage habits of thrift and
industry in bis children. Ho detornîined to put into this

littlo box, al nioneys received for literary îvork, and draw
upon the fund onîry ini CnIerýgencies.

Vears passed andi bis fanie greir. but bis cyosight
failod. 3'oo close application to the dictionary told upon
bis o1>tic nerves. t iras necessary to procure the aid of
the optician. He considcrod this ani expense whl-icbi jus-
tîfied imii in rifling the contents of bis savings box. He
dlii se. a.nid irat iras bis joy to find therein the price of
a pair of spectacles. Ho oflècted the purchase, and re-
doubling bis exertions soon took, the first place amiong
Canadian literatcurs.

Tinie wore on and bis reeth irore out. Tougb steak
ali(l suporaninuated poultry broke thiein off short or
loosened rlîcmn in their sockots. A visit to the dontist
becamie a necessitv. He hiat noir enjoycd a long, era of
popularity. rot it iras withl sonie niisiving tlîat lic again
examined thie contents of the box, iuîto îvbich he liad nlot
failed to put ail bis earnings. Nor did it fail hini in this
hour of need. It purchased an iîour of agony at the
hands of the dentist. and armned lîlaii to the teetm in
platod niai) irbicl enabled lîim to set the butclîefs
nmachinations at defiance.

Some tinie aller this he lest bis hearing«. Nature
thrcatencd to beconie a voîceless blank to Iiiîîî, an airful
calarnity to a poet. But once again ho bad recourse to
tlho box, înlich seemed as unfailing as the widow's cruse
of oul. For again its contents cered bis hçart, ai-d ho
purcbased tbereîrith an ear-trumpet.

His populariti- suiffored no abatenont, but eren in-
creasod îrith bis vears. His nanie iras upon everi-
tongue, and no bock, of soloctions, in prose or verse, froni
Canadiani autiiors, iras considered complote irithout large
exsracts [rori bis î'corks. 1-is garret study iras tlîronged
îîith tlhe good and great, and bocanie a Mecca for the
aspîrmng hiterary plgrini.

Deatlî loves a shixîing maik, hoirevor, anîd s in fulness
of years and homiors the sunîîons camne. On lus dyîng
bed lie gave directions to lus sorrowing friends that tbey
should open the lîttle box and expend its contents in pro-
curing hini Christian burial, îvbichwias done;, and thougli
the anîount feul five dollars short of the usual charges, the
undertaker, a warmi admirer of the poet, genkerously over-
looked, the deficit and gave hini a respectable funerai.
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