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pamphlet handed me by a Presbyterian mineister ly ipon the personal character of its founder.'
on whose ministrations I attended at the time. As the chief attention of criticism, and se neces-
I live in a small town where we have no Episco- sarily of the theology, and thuis of the actual
pal Church. Are there not many who could be Christian life, is more and more concentrated
induced te adopt this plan if it were presented upon the story oi the gospels and upon the por-
te then personally by their pastors and urged trait of life of the divine man therein set forth,
upon their attention ? I think there are, and I such an annual following of that life in siudy,
wish every clergyman in the land would make an worship and practical application to our own
effort te induce one or more cf bis parishioners conduel as the felicitous ordering of the Chris-
te try it, or, better still, te adopt it for the period tian year affords becomes more attractive and
of bis or ber natural life. Think you it would useful. It tends te fix attention on that which
make no difference-no addition te the salary of is simple, primary and essential to the faith.
any minister who shall be se fortunate as te in " It incites personal affection and loyalty to
duce a number of his people te adopt this plan ? Jesus, and lifts him up, as an example and in-
I know it would, but I do not urge it on that spiration, in daily conduct. in this way the
ground, but solely on the ground of love for the Christian year tends to bring Christians out of
Master. That o"ght te be suficient--nay, it the abstractions of theory and opinion into the
oughit to impel or compel every Christian te do reign of life. t niakes our religion more real
it most gladly. And every one who shall do it and vital, because closer te the life of our Lord.
shall bc benefited by se doing, whether pastor or " The observance of the Christian year natur-
parishioner-benefited as I believe, both tei- aly tends te relieve us of that uncertain, restless
porally and spiritually, as I flrmly believe I have and arbitrary way of arranging for special serv-
been. ices and periods of religious activity whicin is

Oh, that Christian people could be inipressed oftien. now se distracting and wasteful. There is
witîh the duty of systematic contribultica to the a tacit agreemnent that we must have dines and
Master's work. Oh, that our clergy would un- reasons for rejoicing, for penitence, for confes-
derstand its value and importance both te the sion, for revival. But the appointment of them
Church at large and te their own particular work. is left te chance ; the observance of them te
It would renove every difficulty, every obstacle gusts and freaks of feeling. Many churches
(niay I not make that assertion truthfully?) in feel'the need of making autunn a tinie for spirit-
the way of spreading the Gospel, and enable our ual preparation. Whiy should we not aIl agrec
Mission Board te increase fourfold the work they te observe the Advent regularly at such a time,
have i hanid. and concentrateattention upon this? 'lie week

In God's nane let it be se iipressed upon the ef prayer vas estabbslied froi a sense of a neces-
hearts, and minds, and consciences. Let every sity of a fixed and regular period in which ail
Church paper "keep it before the people,"- could tunite in confession, repentance and sup-
urge it, insist upon it, week after week, nonth plication for the divine favor. As such, the
after month, and yearafter year. If this be done, week of prayer constitutes a very strong argî-
sone, yes, many, wili be convinced of their duty ment for Lent.
in the premises, and will be led te adopt the "But it is a very arbitrary appointment, un-
plan of weekly contribution, and the Lord's treas- fortunate and impracticable in its titme, artificial
ury ivill overflow with their offerings, and there in its suggestions and associations. Se the day
will corne such a blessing fron the Lnrd that Of prayer for colleges. Why should not Uhe
there ivill not be roon enough te receive it. regular observance of Lent by our churches belp-
Snall.weekly contributions are a better depend- fully take the place of these two appointiments,
ence than large transient ones, however large and indeed, by bringing Our churches tlio syni-
they may be, if aIl Christians would do their full path»y with other Christians inake this period of
duty in this niatter. repentance and revival more effective ? Anid if

God speed the day when they siall sec and special evangelistic efforts are tu be made in out

perfori their duty, not grudgingly ntor of neces- ciirches, et thein not bc maide suddenly by fits
sity, but gladly and of a willing mind,' for God and starts at odd and accidental nies, but regu-
loveth a cheerful giver, and, what is more, a larly and soberly in connection with these occa-
cheerful giver is very apt son te becoent a lover sions of the Christian year.
of God and His carthly Kingdon and an in- " What with tIhe constant craze for new organ-
heritor of the Ieavenly Kingdom. izations and original mlethods and fresi appli-

Now, reverend and dear sir, I do not write aînces for Christian work, our chuîrches arc be-
this because 1 am anxious te sec myseif in print. coming bewildered and thcir forces scattered and

That lias lost its novelty for me, for i am a country frittered away in change. 'Tlie further observance
editor-but I want it puîshed right up te the front of thle Christian year would be in Ie direction

and kept there-this subject of systenatic giv- of a check upon the dissipation, and of concenl-

ing. It is the iost important one to your Board tration and conservation. Our Smnday schtool
that can be broughît to your attention, and will work would be vastly improved, if, instead ufthe

double your ieans twice over, so that you can arbitrary hop, skip and jump method of selectng
enlarge your work instead of retrenching it." the lessons which now prevails, seme attention

THE CRURCH YEAR.

Anong the changes that have taken place in
recent times, in regard to the systens and teach-
ing of ic Churci, as observed by otier people,
none are more observable perhaps, than that
concerning the Church year. Time was, when
the observance of Christmas was an '-aboiia-
tion " te a Puritan, and vhen la England it was
made a public fast day.

lie Rev. Dr. Merriman, a distinguisheid Con-

gregational clergyman of that same country, lias
different views froi those of his forefathers on
the subject and thus sets thent forth through the

Andover Review
" Tie observance of the Ch ristian year is both

stimulated by the fresh interest in the life of
Christ, and promotes that interest. 'Christian-
ity, both as a creed and a life, depends absolute-

could ce paid to the systenatc study U t e e
of Christ, the history of the Ciurch, and the
ieaiing of faith in connection with the festivals
of the Christian year. 'I'he imtdividual minister
would gain soute relief front lie distractions
which noi oppress him. His themes w'ould he
chosen with more point, and the wthole year's
work would have more consistency and effort.

" Moreover, neiglboring churches would have
intcrest in one another's work, and could plan it
more in harmsony and synipathy. As Cardinal
Newnaîî se beautifuilly points out, six mîonths of
cadi year, from Atvent te Trinity Sunday, wotld
Le the period of struggle, of work, of effort in
redemptiori and the remaining six months, from
Trinity Sunday te Advent, would be the period
of growth, of joy, of peace--of peace in belieiing.

" We may well go further in the observance
of the Christian year for the sake of our children
and youth. We can hardly understand how the
Puritan child two hundred years ago got on
without any Christmas or Easter. It is truc
that he did, but then ie did not have te contend
with the disadvantages of the modern cild.
He had bis own simple resources, and they serv-

cd himli well. îlit our children have a different
outlook on a different ivorid and far different
proximîate ends to serve, though none the less
noble and necessary. There is the saine Bible,
but it iust now bc read wvith very different
eyes ; the saute gospel, but it must be studied
with different. tools andi methods ; the same lis-
tory of the Church, but it discloses great-trea-
sures and different lessons ; the saute Jesus
Christ, ' tIe sane yesterday, to day and forever,'
but he is drawing ncarer to mail, te society tu
life, to claimîs theni more sîniply and directly te

himlself.
"'lie Christian year, vith its beautifuil litera-

turc, its divine associations, telling significantly
year iby year, bis nysterious and ihirilling story,
contains treasures, avenues and insplirations
te a larger simpler anid more serving spiritual
life, w'hich we shallic blanc-worthy if we keep
hiddiien from our children and youîth, when thcy,
in this day of specialities, sut-divisions and dis-
tractions, need ail they can get of sobering and
steadyinîg association and condiion.-.-Oregn
C/urcman.

Again the Churcli ycar siumons is to the
study of tIhe fundamental facts of Christianity,
and a renewed spirituality. h'lie importance cf a
perpetual return tu these facts cannot le over-
estiitated. It is a day of manifold theories and
endless speculation. h'lie humtan will continu-
ally dri ves the mind upon tlhe inquest for tri th,
and insists that by mere thinking it can find
God. We iay be thankfuil for aL reverent
thought, it is true. But vly this endless strug-
gle to divorce thought froi fact, and so deprive
it of the esseitial base lines? Whereas thiese
facts are to the Christian ail and more than tie
base lne is to the student of tIe stars. 'le age
prides itself upon its pracical niethods of imvest-
igation. And the Chircli Year in its arrange-
ment exactly imcets the claimi of the age. For
it is radically practical. It is not a voice crying
un the wilderness of opinion ; it doces iot con-
fie itself to the philosophies of religion. On
the contrary it givrs philosophy and flet to-
gethser. l'or every great doctrine it disphuys and
eiphasizies the haItor:aL fact upon which the
doctrine rests. To the clamorous denand for
prouf so natural to (lie hiliman mind it responds
with the calmi dispiay cf facts fortified b>' cvery
froms of evidîensce, by every kinud of winessiig
111)011 Which beiCe miay rest ; uon whii'ch it hlas
ever restedi. It is unnecessary to illustrate this
stateicnt by analysis of the array of facts pre.
sented and proved by abundant testimnoy, from
Advent to Transfiguration. Any serous atteil-
tion to the Church ycar will show this so clcarly
thati he who runs iay read. We may noi dweli
upon this tierefore. Jhit we nay and ouglt tu
recall ourselves froi the discontent of idie spe-
culation, abandon lthe wcary treadmill of lîtîman
cndeavor uipon which su many arc wasting their
mental facity, and ail their spirittal ambition,
and comse back te the quiet home of the soul-
Christian Farts, and ail other real historicat cvi-
dence of Christianity. And we may rest in
peace assured that mn tliis old fasiotined yct ever
new pathvay, followintg the Savioiir's story stepe
by step, we shal receive edificalion in iiind and
reinewed grace lu things spiritual. Just to fortify
a creed is not enough. For a cold Credo imust
be a lifeless creed. Let ours be the privilege te
find and know the Living God theî ciii, and rest
in peace in the care of a Jleavenly Father. Let
ous be the blessed faith whichi becoines, nlot a
cold cave of empty wordimets merely, but tIe
daily home in which we think and work, and
have our bcing. So we shall enter in humility
of soul the temple of obedience, and pass upward
froit the region of evidence to the altitudes of
holy experience. Growtli is a gracions nystery,
but the way to enter upon growth is not at ail
mysterious. Our Lord bas cleared the way, and
the spirit points it out to us, and His Church
says daily-" Son walk ye hcre." Pray and obey,
obey and pray-so and only se rnay Man, the
spiritual being, corne untoi the haven where he
would be.-Nort/ Dahta ChiAu man.


